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When Dan Lee flew his
plane from Oregon to the
Livermare Airport for a job
interview in 1939, Liver-
more had a lation of
15.900; when he retired in
1989, the lation was
aboul ﬂ.[r;[mﬂc was hired
as the director of the city’s

blic works department.

ing those 30 yoars,
he was in charge of the
upgrades necessary to the
rapidly growing iy 's
infrastructure

Bom in 1926, Dan Lee
grew up in Rapud City,
South Dakota. After his
sophomore year of high
school, he joined the Navy
as a volunteer at age 17
duning World War 11, He
served his hitch ot Midway
Island in the South Pacific
doing electrical work on
submarines stationed there
When he returmned 1o the
LL.5., he applied 10 the
South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology in
Rapid City, He aced the en-
trance exams. By this time,
his wife, Leota (Taylor),
said, “He was motivated to
do well in school.” Neigh-
bors in Rapid City, they
were marmied in 1949,

Dan graduated in 1951
and was hired by the Or-
egon State Bndge Depart-
ment. The Lee family made
SEVEN moves 1N nene Years.
Dan was determined 1o
leave the bridge department
1o stop the merry-go-round.
He ook the Oregon State
proficiency test for his
professional civil engi-
neer's license and passed it
casily. He began working
for various cities in Oregon
as an engineer. When he
applied to Livermore, Dan
discovered that the Oregon
professional civil engineer
test had no reciprocity in
California, so he had o
take the California ver-
sion of the two-day test.
He passed that, too, His
appointment as the Director
of Public Works for Liver-
more was approved by the
City Council on August 17,
1959.

His first major tasks were
the coordination of the
movemnent of the ai
to a new site west of the
city and the establishment
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of a golf course next 1o it
One of the reasons for his
being hired was his recent
experience in Albany,
Oregon, where he had
been in charge of moving
that city’s airport. He also
learmed how 1o Ay there.
He was given lessons by a
crop duster fnend, receiv-
ing his pilot’s license in
1956. Dan worked many
hours on the design of the
airporn and the golf course.
He also had o major public
relations job convincing
Pleasanton and Dublin of
the feasibility of the new
site. Afier his retirement
in 1989, he was appointed
to the Livermore Airport
Advisory Commussion for
several years. He was very
proud of the }mu::ufm
completion o Al
Protection Plan in 1991; he
did not want to help move
any more airports, g‘hc
plan created & buffer zone
around the airpon where
nhn new housing would
permitted. said,
“This is setung.
Not only is it vital to the
Livermore , itwill
show the way for other
cities that need to protect
their airports.” The Inde-

petideni said that during his
work for the Commission,
“He became a real activist,
convincing © |1_l. and county
decision-makers 1o approve
the all-imponant Lone.”
Becanse of his work for the
airport, the Dan Lee Termi-
nal is named in ks honos
Another large project
Dan shepherded through
to completion was the
shifting of the double-track
system of the Southemn
Pacific and Western Pacific
railroads through Liver-
mixre onto a single rack as
well as the building of the
underpasses on Murrieta
Boulevard, P Street. and
North Livermore Avenue.
This involved long negotia-
tions with the two railroad

In his ume from
1976 1o 1978, Dan built
a VanEze plane in his
ginge, using a design by
unt Rutan. After Dan's
death, Leota gave it to the
Oakland Aviation Museum.
My husband and | went
o see the VanEze several
days ago at the Oakland
Airport. It is hanging from
the ceiling of the museum,

0N a Fln;u safe from
visitors ' ingers. Calling
the plane “a ¥ I"“;
¥, the docent sa
Eﬂlﬁ:t only has 300 hours
on it. The immaculate
white plane is very un-
usual in design. with small
canard wings in front in
addition o regular wings at
the back. It has a “pusher”
propeller, meaning that it
pushes the plane from the
back. My hushand remem-
bers seeng it fly over our
house a number of times
Iy on the way to
acramentio. The VariEre is
small—only 580 pounds
and can travel at a maxi-
mum speed of 195 mph. I
is o two-seater, Leota often
flew with him
Another imponant
undertaking as the head of
Public Works was Dan's
revamping of the city’s
sewer and SO SEWeT sV
tems. The sewer plani had
been moved from Rincon
Avenue (o its current site
ar Kiny Hawk Road and
Jack London Boulevard
just after Dan Lee came to
Livermore, Leota remem-
bered that Dan went alone
down tnto the new storm
sewer buill on Ponola
Avenug and found several
problems that the contrac-
tor had w fix. John Shirley,
mayar during Dan’s tenure,
remembered him well: “He
studied a situation very
carefully. When he made
up his mind, he would stay
with hus decision. He was
strong-minded, his own
Dan and Leota had four
children—Murk, Celia,
Dennis, and Robin. He
built a second story on
their Sunset house. The
Lees often went on hiking
and backpacking trips. In
the winter ]
skied ot Lake Tahoe.
taught all but the youngest
of his 11 grandchildren to
ski. They celebrated their
0™ wedding anniversary al
Wente Vinevards Restau-
rant. Dan died suddenly of
a stroke while he and Leota
were staying at & motel in
Colorado Springs. He was
76 years old
i Readers can reach me &l
am50homan @ yahoo.com. )


annlpd
Typewritten Text
The Independent, Thursday, November 8, 2012




