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By Ron McNicoll
Zone 7 Water Agency general

manager Dale Myers, 62, will be
retiring at the end of February, af-
ter 10 years in his current posi-
tion and 25 years with the agency.

Myers made it known earlier
this year that he was thinking of
retirement during the next year
or so, but didn’t reveal exactly
when it would occur. His an-
nouncement at the Zone 7 board
meeting Nov. 15 surprised many
in the audience, which included
Zone 7 staff and some board
members, although he had spo-
ken to a few before the meeting.

Board member John Greci said
the board “is in a state of shock.”

Retiring Manager Credits Staff,
Board For Zone 7 Success

He said that in his 13 years on the
board, he has never thought of
Myers as a general manager, but
as a friend.

Greci, who was board president
until the annual change of offic-
ers in July, said that he was on the
committee that recommended
Myers for the top spot. “He has
been a teacher, a friend and a leader.
It will be a tough transition. It’s
been emotional for me and for oth-
ers,” said Greci.

Board president Jim
Concannon said, “Dale will be
missed. His tremendous sense of
duty and commitment to public
service has brought a sense of ur-
gency to his work.” He noted that

Myers has a quiet personal style,
and an attitude of getting a job
done without fanfare.

Concannon appointed Greci,
director Bill Stevens and him-
self as a transition committee to
recruit candidates for job inter-
views.

One of Zone 7’s top adminis-
trators, assistant general man-
ager Jill Duerig, was praised by
Myers in an interview with the
Independent. Myers said that
Duerig is someone who should
be among the candidates con-
sidered for his job. Citing
Duerig’s degrees in business,
law and science, Myers said that
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As the days become cooler, vineyards take on their bright fall
colors.(See RETIRED, page 3)
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Special events in downtown Pleasanton (above) and Livermore (lower photo) kicked off the
holiday shopping season. The Magical Holiday Evening included some of Santa's helpers
collecting gift wishes.  The elves are (left to right) Kayla Miller, Celia Ochoa, Nicole Martin, and
Danielle Houston. In Livermore, it was an early bird bargain opportunity, with shoppers urged
to come in their pajamas. Pictured Karina Perea and Synoma, age 5 months, check out the
toys at Cooleykatz.

Pleasanton To
Ask Dismissal
Of Affordable
Housing Suit

Pleasanton will move for dis-
missal of a suit against the city
over what the plaintiffs say are
policies that prevent develop-
ment of affordable housing.

An affordable housing orga-
nization, Urban Habitat, and a
Pleasanton resident, Sandra De
Gregorio, filed the suit in mid-
October. De Gregorio is a board
member of Tri-Valley Interfaith
Poverty Forum.

The complaint asks the court
to overturn the city’s residential
building cap of 29,000 units,
and cease the restriction of

(See SUIT, page 3)

The “Livermore Valley Wine
Country Literary Harvest 2006”
will be celebrated at Tenuta Vine-
yards Saturday.

Literary Harvest 2006 is a
291-page paperback anthology
of local writing, featuring short
stories, poetry and nonfiction.
Most of the contributors have
been participants in the monthly
readings in Livermore sponsored
by People Who Write and Tell
Stories.

“This book represents a true
literary harvest — a harvest of
what writers in the Livermore
Wine Country have grown this
year: comedy, tragedy, irony, re-
flections on the past seasoned
with new perspectives ...” writes
Lisa Tromovitch in the Foreward.

The event at Tenuta Vine-
yards will be a release party for
the anthology. Many of the con-
tributors will be on hand, read-
ing from their work between
noon and 5. The book will be
available for purchase. Price is
$15.

According to Karen Hogan,
co-editor of the anthology, this
will be the first of what she hopes

will be a series of winery read-
ings spotlighting the book.

Tenuta is nestled in the hills,
at 633 Kalthoff Commons, Liv-
ermore. For directions or other
information about the party and/
or book, call Hogan, 925-456-
3100 or
4thstreetstudio@pacbell.net.

This is the second such liter-
ary harvest produced by Hogan,

Literary Harvest
Release Party Slated

(See RELEASE, page 2)

Driving a car under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol was the
top concern cited among replies
from 4250 students surveyed at
many Valley high schools.

The next highest concern
about teen behavior was simply
the use of drugs and alcohol, re-
gardless of impact on driving. A
lack of counselors to help de-
pressed students was another
major concern. In another cat-
egory, one-fourth of students
who responded to the survey
said that they did not always get
help when they needed it on re-
productive health issues.

The survey was written and
processed by teens at various

high schools, through an
Alameda County project, the Tri-
Valley Adolescent Health Initia-
tive, with a $300,000 budget
spread over three years. The
health initiative is a partnership
of Alameda County Supervisor
Scott Haggerty, Alameda County
Health Care Services Agency, and
the three cities. Its goal is to en-
gage the youth in the Tri-Valley
in the planning process on health
and wellness services for adoles-
cents living in the Tri-Valley.

A Youth Planning Board was
established to work on the issues.
The  Board recently completed
its first year of work. The plan-

DUI Top Concern
In Teen Survey

(See TEENS, page 4)

Livermore
To Look
At Dream List
For Open
Space

The Livermore City Council
will take a look at what open
space projects it might be able to
complete north of Interstate 580.

City staff is expected to put
together a report after the first of
the year, with council discussion
following sometime in the first
quarter of 2007, said Livermore
assistant city manager Jim Piper.
The report would look at poten-
tial projects, such as preserving
the rare bird’s beak plant in a salt
marsh north of Livermore, or ac-
quiring open space in Doolan
Canyon, or other projects.

If open space were preserved
in Doolan Canyon, it would serve
as a buffer along the city’s gen-
eral plan boundary.

The Dublin city council said
in an agreement with Livermore
that it would halt its growth at
Doolan Canyon Road. However,
that commitment could be
changed by a future city coun-
cil.

Livermore has accumulated
$5 million in its open space fund.
Some  $1 million of that is the
estimated value of its transfer of
development credits (TDC) fund,
said Piper. That money is re-
served for acquiring land in the
northern portion of Livermore,
up to the city’s voter-enacted ur-
ban growth boundary (UGB),
which is on a line running along
May School Road and westward.

The TDC fund is the accumu-
lation of money paid by devel-
opers to acquire higher densities
in their developments in ex-
change for donating the money,
which will go for open space miti-
gation.

(See OPEN SPACE, page 3)

A government partnership that
will facilitate purchase of ease-
ments from rural landowners to
preserve open space is underway.

It has already begun to meet,
after appointment of its member-
ship by the Alameda County
Board of Supervisors.

Members of the Alameda
County Partnership for Land
Conservation and Stewardship
(PLCS) are David Kent, Charles
Crohare, Sheila Barry, Chris
Bazar,  and Rod Tripp.

Kent is CEO of The Wine

Rural Easement Broker Group Starting Its Mission
Group, which owns Concannon
Vineyards. Crohare is owner of
Olivina, a major Valley olive
grower. Barry is a UC cooperative
extension natural resources advi-
sor. Bazar is the county’s commu-
nity development director. Tripp
is natural resources manager for
EBMUD.

A consultant, Joe Ciolek, has
been hired.

Five families in the Valley
have been in touch with the PLCS
already. Three are ready to move
along in the process of selling

easements, according to Karen
Sweet, executive officer at the
state Resource Conservation
District (RCD) in Livermore.

RCD provided $90,000 and
the county contributed a match-
ing amount to fund the PLCS.

The PLCS puts willing land-
owners in touch with people
looking for mitigation. For ex-
ample, a developer might call
the PLCS with a need to find
red-legged frog habitat to miti-
gate the amount of land that a
development would take. PLCS

might have a family that wants
to sell a red-legged frog ease-
ment, and will put one party in
touch with the other. Agencies
that have grants available are
another source that might want
to talk to rural landowners.

Ciolek told the Independent
that the PLCS will not work on
easements, unless they are per-
manent.

Sweet said that typically fami-
lies like to have permanent ease-
ments, because they can “get it

(See EASEMENTS, page 4)

Fresh off the heels of his re-
cent election, Rep. Elect Jerry
McNerney (D-Pleasanton) was
named to the Democratic Steer-
ing and Policy Committee.

The Committee, which is
chaired by Speaker-Elect Nancy
Pelosi, serves to determine indi-
vidual committee assignments
for Democratic Members, as well

as to provide policy recommen-
dations to the party leadership.

“I am honored to be nomi-
nated to this committee,”
McNerney said. “I look forward
to bringing a strong voice and
fresh leadership to this important
role.  This is an opportunity for
me to work with my colleagues

McNerney Named to Democratic
Steering and Policy Committee

(See McNERNEY, page 4)

Hosterman Disappointed Campaign Wasn’t About Issues
Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hoster-

man, the apparent winner in her race
against councilman  Steve Brozosky,
said her victory was marred by a lack of
discussion of the issues,  both by her
opponent and by reporters’ post-election
inquiries about whether a big Demo-
cratic Party turnout helped her in the
race.

An updated count late Monday
showed Hosterman with 11,667 votes to
11,478 votes for Brozosky, a margin of
189 votes. That was up from a margin of
165 votes in the previous count. Fewer
than 100 ballots countywide remained
to be counted.

The remaining ballots were all absen-
tee ballots from precincts that don’t have
polling place voting, said county regis-

trar spokesman Guy Ashley. The dead-
line for official certification of the elec-
tion is Dec. 5.

Political consultant Shawn Wilson,
a Democrat, told the Independent that a
Tri-Valley Democratic group, which was
established for the campaign, phoned
voters starting on the Thursday before
the election, and urged them to bring
their marked absentee ballots to poll-
ing places. The Democratic callers had
the polling place addresses, said Wil-
son. Wilson noted that as a consultant,
he helped write a piece for Hosterman.

Wilson said that the phone cam-
paigning was heavy in support of
McNerney in Pleasanton. That might
have had a beneficial effect for Hoster-
man.

Wilson also serves as chief of staff
for county supervisor Alice Lai-Bitker,
who is a Democrat. County supervisors
are non-partisan on their ballot desig-
nations, as are mayors and city
councilmembers in California.

When Brozosky made an issue of
Hosterman’s attendance at a nuclear
non-proliferation conference of interna-
tional mayors last year, some local ac-
tivists defended her decision to attend.
Brozosky said at the time that he wasn’t
taking sides on the issue itself, but
thought that Hosterman should stick to
city business. She should not use her
name with causes, since people might
get the impression that her views repre-
sent the city.

A group of local war veterans also

sided with Brozosky, although other
veterans backed Hosterman in her speak-
ing out. Her explanation was that such
things as nuclear dangers are local is-
sues, affecting every U.S. city.

Asked about the Democratic vote
push, Hosterman said that she had “no
idea whether it benefitted me. I’m dis-
appointed that this mayoral position has
become partisan.”

Noting that other newspapers have
contacted her about the Democratic
vote turnout,  she said,  “ As long as
newspapers continue to try to find ways
to characterize myself and my opponent
in a partisan way, that pushes it to be-
come a partisan race. When our names
come up on the Alameda County web
site, it says NP, for nonpartisan.”

Hosterman said that the voters de-
served a better election for mayor. “I’m
still angry about it. People  don’t like
negative campaigns. While I stayed the
course in talking about the issues that
were most important to the people of
Pleasanton, my opponent did not,” said
Hosterman.

Issues that were raised by the public
during the campaign included traffic
congestion, both on local streets and
freeways, and affordable housing.

She said that her endorsements car-
ried more weight than her opponent’s.
His expenditure of three times as much
money didn’t win it.

Brozosky did not return phone calls
seeking comment.

(See ELECTION, page 4)
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PET OF THE WEEK
Hannah is a beautiful one and a
half-year old Husky with a short
black and silver coat and a sweet
nature. She is very loving and likes
to cuddle up close to her people,
so needs a home where she can
be indoors with her family a lot.
She is a bit shy and timid, and
would do best in a quiet home,
preferably with another playful
dog.  She is housetrained and
uses a doggy door, and would
benefit from obedience classes.
For more information on Hannah,
call Valley Humane Society at (925)
426-8656.  Valley Humane Society
holds mobile pet adoptions for
dogs and cats at Pet Extreme in
Livermore every Saturday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pumpkin Pie First?
Susan Ivy Graham loved sweets and, according to her grand-

daughter, Frances Nissen Prevost, she “insisted upon eating dessert
as a first course in order to have an empty stomach to completely
enjoy the feast.”  Frances owns Susan’s original cookbook—the
majority of its entries are cake.

Susan Ivy Graham came with her husband, Robert W. Graham, to
Laddsville, California in 1869.  Laddsville was the earliest incarna-
tion of Livermore; the hamlet was centered around the intersection
of Old First Street and Junction Avenue.  The Grahams built and
operated a general merchandise store there.  By 1870 Robert Gra-
ham had become Livermore’s first postmaster.

On the 1880 census Graham gave his occupation as the town of
Livermore’s Justice of the Peace.  City clerk Elmer G. Still noted
that Graham had been appointed Justice of the Peace in 1878 and
held that position until his death in1887.  The Amador-Livermore
Valley Historical Society holds several of his court docket books in
their Pleasanton museum.

Deciding to become a mortician, Graham gave up his store and
attended a special school in San Francisco, passed required tests,
and received a license.  His first “undertaking a specialty” local
newspaper ads are extant from 1884.  Susan was definitely an active
partner in the firm of Graham Mortuary, which was located on First
Street and later on the northwest corner of Second and South L.

Perhaps like the early Schneer Mortuary at 706 Main Street in
Pleasanton, the Graham Mortuary had a large glass window in front
to display the embalmed bodies in their coffins, the custom of the
time.  The Livermore Grahams were not related to the Pleasanton
Grahams, even though they were both in the undertaking business.

The Graham family home, a white clapboard, was at the south-
east corner of Sixth and South K.  Susan Ivy and Robert Graham had
married in San Francisco in 1864, when he was 31 and she was 17.
All but three of their children died before the age of five.  Little
Katy, Roberta, Mary, and Winnie are buried at Roselawn Cemetery
with their parents.

On a Friday evening in late November 1887, as Judge Graham
and another man were driving out of Roselawn Cemetery, one of
their spring wagon’s wheels sank into a hole, causing the seat to tip
over.  Graham was thrown out and suffered a badly bruised hip.
Unfortunately, he also had internal injuries not at first apparent. He
died five days later.

Susan Graham was 40 years old and eight months pregnant.  She
still had her older daughter and nine-year-old twins to support.
After the stillborn birth of her last child, she followed in her husband’s
footsteps to become an undertaker and receive an embalmer’s li-
cense—the first woman in California to achieve these goals, ac-
cording to her granddaughter and a Herald article at the time of her
retirement.

The Echo noted in November 1890 that she was taking lessons
in the art of embalming from a “leading” firm of San Francisco
undertakers.  She was “now prepared to preserve bodies for any
length of time.”  In September 1894 in addition to the “funeral car”
she had recently acquired, she purchased “an equally elegant white
hearse for use at the funerals of children.”  Both of these vehicles
were pulled by horses.

Her granddaughter described her: “Although not tall, Susan made
a striking figure with her auburn hair and sweeping long black
skirts, a gold lapel watch pinned to her blouse.”  On call day and
night, she was a familiar figure in Livermore and on byways outside
of town in her one-seater buggy drawn by a roan horse.

After a broken hip left her with a noticeable limp, she carried a
black walking stick with an initialed gold knob.  Jim Elliott remem-
bered that his uncle’s funeral in Livermore in 1911 was handled by
“the lady mortician with a limp.”

Needing connection with a livery stable to conduct her business,
she first took Louis Schaffer and then Arthur Fiedler as partners.
John C. Reimers’ Fashion Stable later bought Fiedler’s business,
and Graham sold out to Reimers when she retired in 1917 after
falling ill with cancer.  Leo Callaghan bought Reimers Mortuary.

The Herald commented on her retirement, “Mrs. Graham could
tell of many curious and grisly experiences during her long years of
service, especially in the early days, but undertakers never discuss
their experiences and many thrilling stories are lost to the world.”

When she died in 1919 at age 72, outliving her husband by 30
years, she was survived by two daughters—Hazzie, who married
farmer William H. Galway, and Susan, who married into Livermore’s
Nissen clan. Graham Nissen was named for his grandparents.  Susan’s
twin brother, Robert, had died at age 22 of injuries resulting from a
bicycle accident.

One of Frances Prevost’s favorite keepsakes is a Graham Mortu-
ary sales sheet with a cake recipe hastily scribbled on the back by
her grandmother.  Surely, Susan I. Graham would approve of eating
pumpkin pie garnished with a generous dollop of whipped cream
before tackling the turkey.

(Readers can reach me at am3homan@yahoo.com.)

Tri Valley Conservancy and
Livermore Valley Wine Growers
Association are hosting a Quest
for Excellence Quality Wine
Growing Educational Series. The
purpose of this series is to assure
the highest quality of wine
grapes and wines are produced by
Livermore Valley Wine Growers
and Vintners.

The next Quest for Excellence
seminar will be held on Tuesday,
December, 12th from 5:30 to 7:30
pm at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, located at
4444 East Avenue in Livermore.

The topic will focus on “Tech-
niques and Effects of Pruning.”
The program will be presented
by  Robert L. Wample.  Wample
is the Julio Gallo Director of the
Viticulture and Enology Re-
search Center and Chairs the De-
partment of Viticulture and Enol-
ogy at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno, among other accom-
plishments.

The session will have a fee of
$10  to help cover the cost of ma-
terials. Please RSVP by Decem-
ber 7th to the Livermore Valley
Wine Growers Association at
(925) 447-WINE (9463).

Pruning Next
Topic in Wine
Education Series

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
The Livermore Youth Advisory Commission hosted the Third
Annual Livermore Idol Show last Saturday.    More than 22
contestants participated in two rounds of singing auditions to
be selected as finalists in the local contest. The “final” nine are
in grades 6 to 12.  All participants received a prize. The first
prize winner was awarded a $3900 scholarship to the John
Robert Powers School of Performing Arts. The 11-member
Livermore Youth Advisory Commission is a joint commission
between the City of Livermore and the Livermore Area
Recreation and Park District.  It serves as a forum for Livermore
youth to voice concerns and to plan recreation and community
based youth events.  Pictured is the winner, Cassidy Whitlach,
a seventh grader at Mendenhall Middle School.

The 2nd Annual Museum On
Main Holiday Tea and Fashion
Show will be held at the museum,
603 Main Street, Pleasanton on
Sunday, December 3. There will
be seatings at 12 noon and 3 p.m.

This afternoon holiday event
will include music by
keyboardist Bonnie Green, a pa-
rade of fashions provided by
downtown Pleasanton mer-
chants, and a formal high tea.

Tickets are $35 per person,
and $30 for Museum On Main
members and children under age
16. Reservations are requested.

 For more information call the
museum at (925) 462-2766 or
send an email to
valleymuseum@sbcglobal.net
or go to the website at
www.museumonmain.org.

Soroptimist International of
Livermore will host its 23rd an-
nual Holiday Christmas Home
Tour on Sat., Dec. 2.

Five homes, decorated for the
holidays, will be open from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The tour begins at Alden Lane
Nursery. There will be an oppor-
tunity to win baskets, flowers,
and more. Maps for the tour will
be handed out.

Tickets are $25 per person.
Proceeds will benefit women and
children through local projects
and charities.

Tickets are available at
Proctor’s, Valley Properties, and
from any member of the

Soroptimist. Tickets will also be
available for purchase at the door
the day of the tour.

For more information, call
449-4079 or 443-5897.

Holiday Tea
Served at The
Museum On Main

Five Homes Decked Out for the
Holidays during Annual Festive Tour

who hopes to keep it going as an
annual. The anthology was in-
augurated in 2005. The book is
growing, with 36 writers in it
compared to 24 in the 2005 an-
thology. Length requirements for
the short fiction and nonfiction
were relaxed, providing for
longer pieces in the 2006 book
compared to 2005. All the writ-
ers are from the Bay Area. Most
are Livermore and Pleasanton
residents.

There is much fine writing to
be found here. Aging is one of
the main themes. Frank
Thornburgh, a former cop, con-
tributes a spare, moving piece,
“Her Last Smile,” about a lonely
old woman’s death. Albert
Rothman, in a witty poem en-
titled “Mirror,” looks at himself
in the mirror and remembers the
“mature forest” of a beard he
once had. He writes, “The forest
now has clear cuts/ Where are the
environmental groups?”

Ethel Mays writes about a
close encounter with a coyote,
who was sitting next to a bush
10 feet from her. “We stared at
each other across a primal chasm
and I felt his otherworldly intel-
ligence nudge mine.”

One could go on and on about
the treasures in this harvest. Bet-
ter to buy the book and find them
for yourself.

Karen Hogan believes a liter-
ary harvest like this, centered lo-

cally as it is, contributes in a deep
and meaningful way to a sense
of community.

“I think art is best when it
comes from within the commu-
nity,” she said. “It’s the artists of
the community who most deeply
express the spirit of the commu-
nity.

“I like the old idea of the mar-
ketplace. The traditional market-
place was more than a place
where things were sold. It was
also a place where ideas were ex-
changed.

“There’s a lot of artistic talent
in Livermore,” continued Hogan.
“It’s exciting to be here now, be-
cause things are poppin’. Things
are really poppin’!”

Hogan is herself right at the
center of it. In partnership with
performing artist Lisa
Tromovitch, she’s forming
Shakespeare’s Associates, a non-
profit enterprise that will produce
dramatic readings of local writ-
ing.

They will help to organize a
50th anniversary celebration of
Cask and Mask on January 27.
Cask and Mask was founded in
1956 and existed for about 15
years, staging high-quality
drama. Connie Duke, Joan and
Garret Boer and Gil Stratton are
among the Cask and Mask ac-
tors/directors involved in orga-
nizing the anniversary event.

RELEASE
(continued from page one)
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Computing Award
A large-scale electronic structure simulation

of the heavy metal molybdenum conducted on
the world’s fastest supercomputer, BlueGene/
L,  earned a team led by a former and current
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL) scientists the 2006 Gordon Bell Prize
for “peak performance.”

Three teams were selected from six finalists
for Gordon Bell Prizes in two categories. A team
from IBM’s Thomas J. Watson Research Center
was awarded a “Special Achievement” Gordon
Bell Prize for work on BlueGene/L. A Japanese
team earned a Gordon Bell peak performance
honorable mention. The awards were an-
nounced at SC06 in Tampa, Fla. Named for one
of the founding fathers of supercomputing, the
prestigious Gordon Bell Prize is awarded to in-
novators who advance high-performance com-
puting.

Led by Francois Gygi, formerly of Lawrence
Livermore and currently at UC Davis, LLNL’s
peak performance team includes IBM’s TJ
Watson Research Center, Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity and the Institute of Analysis and Scien-
tific Computing at the Vienna University of
Technology, Vienna, Austria. Their entry was
titled “Large-Scale Structure Calculations of
High-Z Metals on the BlueGene/L Platform.”

  Molybdenum, a high-Z or heavy metal, is
of particular interest to scientists with the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration’s
(NNSA) Stockpile Stewardship Program. NNSA
scientists use simulation to better understand
the effects of aging on nuclear materials.

  “Conducting predictive simulations of
heavy metals, such as molybdenum, is a very
challenging problem which requires a machine
of BlueGene/L’s capabilities,” said Erik Draeger
of Livermore’s Center for Applied Scientific
Computing. “It’s a challenge because this code
has to do many things very efficiently to accu-
rately render a simulation. Heavy metals are
very complex elements.”

  This kind of simulation is much larger than
any previously feasible FPMD simulation.
Such calculations open the way for accurate
simulations of the properties of metals, includ-
ing the calculation of melting temperatures,
defect energies and defect migration processes,
studying the effects of aging on the structural
and electronic properties of heavy metals and
materials subjected to extreme conditions. Un-
derstanding the properties of heavy metals is
critical to the Stockpile Stewardship Program.

Transportation Funding Okay
The Alameda County Transportation Au-

thority (ACTA) and the Alameda County Trans-
portation Improvement Authority (ACTIA) au-
dits passed with clean bills of health.

At a public meeting held on  November 11,
the Citizen Watchdog Committee (CWC), a 17-
member committee that oversees all ACTIA rev-
enues and expenses, received a presentation
from ACTIA’s auditor on the audit results.
ACTIA has stayed well under the 1% adminis-
trative staff cap and below the overall adminis-
tration cost ceiling of 4.5%, and has spent the
Measure B funds in accordance with the voter
approved Expenditure Plan. The same report
was also presented to the ACTA and ACTIA
Board members.

The Alameda County Transportation Im-
provement Authority administers the half-cent
transportation sales tax approved by voters in
November 2000 for a specific set of projects
and programs.

The ACTIA audit summarized the expendi-

tures for the 2005/2006 fiscal year as follows
$40.2 million for public transit investments and
operations, $32.8 million for cities and the
County local transportation, $3.7 million for
highway and street projects, $4.9 million for
administration, and $33.1 million set aside for
future projects.

Political Solution
Last week, the House Armed Services Com-

mittee heard testimony from the Commander
of the United States Central Command, Gen-
eral John Abizaid.  Rep. Ellen Tauscher warned
about the absence of a political solution and
stressed the need to change course in Iraq and
ensure that the new Iraqi government formed
by Prime Minister Maliki comes to a political
agreement which will reduce the violence.

 Rep. Tauscher is concerned that the Bush
administration is continuing to fail to recog-
nize that a political solution is far off.  In the
hearing, she cautioned General Abizaid, “With
growing U.S. casualties and the failure to se-
cure either Baghdad or the Anbar Province, a
change in our fundamental policy in Iraq is just
as important as a change in our tactics.”

 Tauscher further pressed General Abizaid,
saying, “I have always said that the military
solution in Iraq has to go hand in hand with a
political settlement with the Iraqis. You met
with Prime Minister Maliki on Monday; he
changed his government on Sunday. What con-
fidence do you have that he can secure a politi-
cal solution that can help lay the groundwork
for us leaving?”

Lack of Affordable Housing
Despite a cooling housing market where

prices have fallen slightly, affordability con-
tinued to worsen in most California markets
during the third quarter of 2006, the California
Building Industry Association reported earlier
this week.

CBIA’s analysis of the quarterly National As-
sociation of Home Builders/Wells Fargo Hous-
ing Opportunity Index found that during the
third quarter of the year, affordability fell in 14
of the 28 California metro areas surveyed. In 20
metro areas less than 10 percent of the homes
could be afforded by families earning the me-
dian income there.

California’s homeownership rate is just 57
percent, 13 points below the rest of the nation.

The index calculates the percentage of
homes in a metro area that were sold there dur-
ing a three-month period that could be afforded
by a family earning the region’s median income.
The index assumes buyers will finance 90 per-
cent of the purchase price with a 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage, and takes into account prevail-
ing interest rates, property taxes and insurance
costs. Although prices eased in some markets,
interest rates ticked upwards as well, according
to the NAHB study.

Los Angeles County, for an eighth consecu-
tive quarter, continued to have the nation’s low-
est affordability of the 203 metro areas surveyed,
with just 1.8 percent of the homes sold afford-
able to the county’s median-income family.
Other metro areas in the nation’s bottom five
are Monterey County (2.6 percent), Orange
County (3.8 percent affordable), Stanislaus
County (4.1 percent), and Merced County (4.3
percent).

 The California Building Industry Associa-
tion is a statewide trade association represent-
ing some 6,700 businesses - homebuilders,
remodelers, subcontractors, architects, engi-
neers, designers and other industry profession-
als.

Duerig is “well-experienced. As
I spent more time in Sacramento
(working on the Bay Delta Con-
servation Plan for the State Wa-
ter Project), I’ve been really com-
fortable with her running the
company.”

He also praised the rest of his
administrative staff as people
who have a high degree of com-
petency, which he said will make
it easy for any successor to make
a transition. Myers gave credit
to “directors and staff. The (wa-
ter plant) operators have been
there 24/7. The water is clean and
it’s safe. Engineers are getting
projects ready to go. It was not
just me by a long shot. It took
every one of them to make it
work.”

The agency has won awards,
including the prestigious Part-
nership for Safe Water. That one
was credited in part to former di-
rector John Marchand, who now
is a Livermore city councilmem-
ber. Marchand participated in
many statewide meetings for
Zone 7, which helped lead to the
award.

Myers said that he is “more
inclined to complete jobs, rather
than apply for awards. If we com-
peted for more, we would have
won more.”

Myers, who grew up on a farm
in Colorado, has a business de-
gree. He put it to work as an ad-
ministrator in the Army, includ-
ing a one-year tour in Vietnam
during the war. He used the GI
Bill  on his return to earn a
master’s degree in English, with
a minor in drama, thinking that
he might choose a teaching ca-
reer.

However, an opportunity
came along with Alameda
County government in the
county administrator’s office, so
he took that. It led to four years

in the business area of the
sheriff’s department, and then his
transfer to Zone 7, which then
was run primarily by the county.

Later, Zone 7 gained more in-
dependence from the county,
with the board being responsible
for charting its own finances for
the most part. Myers oversaw the
transition, and steered Zone 7’s
course through many important
projects.

He said that one of the
agency’s most significant accom-
plishments on his watch has been
the lining up of water contracts
for a 100 percent reliable water
supply in the future, with plenty
of off-site storage in the Central
Valley’s basin.

Early in his administrative
tenure, Myers encouraged the
board to catch up with needed
increases in the water connection
and flood control fees for devel-
opers. Under his leadership, the
district drew up a far-ranging
plan for flood control — not just
the mechanics of arroyo safe-
guards and containment lakes,
but also a stream management
plan, with stakeholders meeting
to work out the best approach for
recreation and wildlife conserva-
tion. He was as proud of the com-
munication among the parties as
he was with the final draft of the
plan.

Zone 7 also embarked on a
large capital improvements ex-
pansion to keep up with growth
to build-out.  The agency is
building the Altamont water
treatment plan, and adding ca-
pacity to the South Bay Aque-
duct.

For several years Zone 7
worked with the Valley’s Agricul-
tural Water Task Force to see how
more agricultural water could be
brought in to encourage farming
in North Livermore. Myers per-

RETIRED
(continued from page one)

sonally attended many of the
meetings.

Zone 7 also developed a dem-
ineralization plan to cut down the
amount of salts in the drinking
water in the west valley, a major,
longtime demand there. Commu-
nication also improved greatly
with Pleasanton’s city govern-
ment, as noted by Greci at the
meeting Nov. 15 in a report about
the most recent liaison meeting
between the two entities.

Myers saw the agency
through several controversies.
There were difficult negotiations
with developers of Dougherty
Valley and DSRSD, which threat-
ened to become a state water con-
tractor and compete against Zone
7. That would have eroded Zone
7’s customer base.

There was also a controversial
DSRSD proposal for injection of
treated waste-water into the
Valley’s underground water stor-
age basin. The Zone 7 board
came out against it, saying that
the technical points were fine.
However, since there was great
doubt with the majority of the
public about its safety, the pub-
lic was strongly against it.
DSRSD then agreed to drop the
injection plan.

Many retirees in the business
and water utilities fields under-
take some consulting work. How-
ever, Myers said he doesn’t feel
stirred by the idea. He has looked
into enrolling in a Ph.D program,
or finishing a teaching creden-
tial.

A Livermore resident, Myers
will have more time to spend with
his horses, which he has boarded
in Tracy and Idaho.

building to 350 units per year.
The city should also rezone more
land for affordable housing, said
the plaintiffs.

A hearing was set for Dec. 1 in
Superior Court in Oakland. How-
ever, the city won’t be ready. City
attorney Michael Roush was to
ask for a continuance this week.

Roush told the Independent
that the city’s first action will be
to try to dismiss the suit. The city
will argue that there was a win-
dow of opportunity to block the
policies from going into action
within 90 days of their passage.

The housing cap was adopted
in 1996. The housing element
came into effect in 2003. The
growth management ordinance
last was amended in 1998.

The city also doesn’t agree
with the plaintiffs’ contention
that voters had no right to adopt
a housing cap. “But even if were
true (that they had no right), we
say that you have to file in 90
days, not 10 years,” said Roush.

SUIT
(continued from page one)

In addition, the city could
apply for significant funding
from the  Altamont Landfill Open
Space Committee (ALOSC).

Livermore planners visited
ALOSC at its meeting three
weeks ago in Dublin. The panel
wanted to hear about Livermore’s
current ability to fund open
space, as part of a possible future
consideration to grant the city
some money out of its open space
fund. ALOSC generally wants its
funds to enable significant
projects, and so looks for solid
financial ability in the funding
partner.

ALOSC, the result of a law-
suit settlement over the landfill
permit, is made up of representa-
tives from Livermore, Pleasanton,
Alameda County and the Sierra
Club. It allocates open space

funding raised by a 75 cent por-
tion of a $1.25 per ton tipping
fee at the landfill.

Some 80 percent of the law-
suit settlement’s open space
money is reserved for Livermore
projects.  The remaining 20 per-
cent is for west Valley projects.
Pleasanton brought Dublin into
eligibility for project money in
the spirit of west valley environ-
mental cooperation.

 Much of the west valley’s 20
percent has been used up, with
Pleasanton acquiring land for
EBRPD park facilities on the
Pleasanton Ridge.

However, the Livermore por-
tion has been accumulating. It
totals approximately $4 million,
said Chris Gray, chief of staff to
supervisor Scott Haggerty, who
represents the county on the
panel.

OPEN SPACE
(continued from page one)
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Pombo's Freeway
We anticipate that Jerry McNerney, with his profes-

sional background as a wind power consultant, will be
one of Congress’ leaders in efforts to liberate America
from dependence on foreign oil and to turn global warm-
ing around.

In assuming this important role, McNerney will hope-
fully confront one of Richard Pombo’s pet projects, a
proposed new freeway across the hills between the Cen-
tral Valley and Silicon Valley via the Route 152 corri-
dor.

While Pombo saw it as a way to ease the traffic
gridlock of the I-580 corridor, the long-range effect of
this new freeway corridor would be to promote sprawl
and make traffic even worse than it is today.

It’s the kind of planning that contributes to problems
like oil dependence and global warming, rather than
helps to solve them.

Now that McNerney has ousted Pombo as the 11th
District congressman, Pombo’s freeway needs to be simi-
larly retired.

Great Friend Of Alternative Sports
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District has

voted to take over the climbing wall at Sunrise Moun-
tain Sports on a one-year trial, commencing in January.

Sunrise’s owners plan to close the wall for business
reasons. The activity, however, has become popular in
the community. A contingent of climbers, both young
and old in age, came to the LARPD board meeting two
weeks ago to urge the district to run the facility. Though
staff recommended against it because of cost concerns,
the board okayed the venture in a 4-1 vote: Scott
Kamena, Maryalice Faltings, David Furst and Steve
Goodman aye, Dale Turner no.

During the discussion about cost, it was noted that
the climbing wall has never been properly marketed
and there’s a lot of potential to increase usage and the
income from it. The board was told that only one other
recreation district in California offers this kind of activ-
ity. Since the climbing wall already exists, LARPD’s
venture into the activity will entail relatively little in-
vestment and risk.

“This is a unique opportunity to get into an alterna-
tive sport,” said Maryalice Faltings.

Actually LARPD is already well along that path. In
dealing with skateboarders, BMX bikers and now rock
climbers, LARPD has been consistently open-minded
and responsive. Livermore can happily boast of having
a recreation district that has become a real pioneer in
meeting recreation’s changing needs.

LARPD Scores Win-Win
LARPD has decided not to preserve the softball field

at the Bothwell Arts Center. Replacement ballfields will
instead be developed at May Nissen and Max Baer
Parks. One or both of the new fields will have to be
open before the Bothwell diamond is removed.

Meanwhile, the Bothwell grounds will be redesigned
to serve as a quiet neighborhood park, as requested by
residents of the area.

“This was truly a win-win situation ...” said Tim Barry,
LARPD general manager.

We applaud LARPD board and staff for making it
happen. In addressing the conflicting desires of the
neighborhood and the Livermore Girls Softball Asso-
ciation, the district acted with sensitivity and wisdom.

TEENS
(continued from page one)

ning board members were asked
to think broadly about health is-
sues that affect them, their friends
and other youth in their commu-
nities.

Reports on the work have been
made to city councils and school
boards in the area.

Not all of the Valley high
schools were approached in time
for the survey to be given to stu-
dents near the end of the last
school year. Livermore High
School was the one major school
missing from the survey.

This is the first year of the sur-
vey. Participation varied from
school to school. Amador Valley
High School had 1432 students,
or a 61 percent participation rate.
Foothill High School had 638
students, or 29 percent. Granada
High School’s 1495 students rep-
resented 72 percent of its enroll-
ment. Highest participation rate
was 99 percent at Del Valle con-
tinuation high school, with 82
students responding. Horizon,
also a continuation school, had
48 students, for 91 percent.

Overall, 51 percent of the stu-
dents returned questionnaires.
That amount of participation “is
unheard of in a health survey,”

said Scott Tucker, one of three stu-
dents who made a presentation
Nov. 7 at the Pleasanton school
board meeting. All of Pleasanton’s
comprehensive and special high
schools participated.

Tucker didn’t release any sta-
tistics from the report, because it
is still being summarized. How-
ever, he did share that the top rea-
sons for alcohol and drug use were
to have fun, escape pressure and
boredom, and to fit in with one’s
peer group.

The reasons cited for emo-
tional health difficulties were
stress from academics, having to
plan for the future, and family be-
havior.

The Pleasanton school board
earlier this year added counselors
after state money became avail-
able. Tucker thanked the board
for that. He noted hiring of the
counselors happened after the sur-
vey was taken in late spring.

Tucker said that in looking
over ways to help remedy prob-
lems, one suggestion that came
up was to have a teen center. He
said that maybe it could have a
“scream room, where the youths
can release stress in a non-violent
way.”

Several trustees picked up on
the idea, facetiously suggesting
it would be a good idea for
adults, too. The youths’ survey
is independent of one that also
was conducted last year in the
Pleasanton district, the Califor-
nia Wellness Study. That survey,
funded by the state, also found
high concern about alcohol and
drug use by high school stu-
dents.

At last Monday’s Livermore
City Council meeting, Jennifer
Lund and Amelia Pennewell,
juniors at Granada High School,
discussed the work of the Youth
Initaitive.

Lund commented, “It’s been
hard, but we’ve had a lot of fun.”
The group first looked at what
programs there are in the area
and what is lacking. To deter-
mine that, a survey was submit-
ted to students in all area high
schools.”

The top concerns were simi-
lar in all three communities, she
reported.

The teen panel then looked
at programs available to deal
with the concerns. The result is
a pamphlet, “That One Place.”
It is being provided to all high

school and middle school stu-
dents, explained Lund.

Pennewell commented,
“Youth need places to go and
have people to talk to.”

A regional stakeholders meet-
ing is scheduled for January 24,
2007 to discuss the issues raised
by area students. It will be held
at the Dublin Senior Center start-
ing at 4 p.m. All area youth and
adults are invited to take part in
the session. Those attending will
learn about the findings of the
survey and youth recommenda-
tions to deal with those findings.

“We want to work with adults,
to have our thoughts heard,” ex-
plained Lun. “We do realize we
need adults to make things hap-
pen.”

Jesus Veracruz is the adult
leader for the group. He called
those participating, “A brilliant
group of youth, who have been
pushing the project forward.
Anything we do is sponsored or
led by youth.”

Livermore Mayor Marshall
Kamena complimented the
youth on their work, noting that
they had collected valuable data
through the survey.

ELECTION
(continued from page one)

Incumbent Jerry Thorne,
elected to a second term, and
newcomer Cheryl Cook-Kallio,
won the  council seats.  Brozosky
vacated the seat won by Cook-
Kallio.

Thorne said that he felt voters
judged him by his first term, and
liked what they saw. He said he
heard comments from voters that
he was fair in listening to both
sides on the issues that come be-
fore the council.

Cook-Kallio said that she felt
that she and her campaign man-
ager, Angela Ramirez Holmes,
did a good job of framing strat-
egy for the campaign.  She felt
that her experience as a consen-
sus builder impressed voters. She
is a government teacher at a Fre-
mont high school, and has done
internships with politicians, in-
cluding Sen. Dianne  Feinstein.

Asked about a Democratic
help, she said some Democrats
worked on her campaign. She re-
ceived the endorsement of the
Central Labor Council.

Brian Arkin, who finished
fourth in the council race behind
Dan Faustina, said that outside
money helped to defeat his can-
didacy. He pointed to $35,000
spent on the race by the Pleasan-
ton Chamber of  Commerce Po-
litical Action Committee. Some
$6000 of it went to  Cook-Kallio.

PG&E sent out an $11,000
mailer for Thorne. If another
power plant application comes
to Pleasanton, as  it did in 2000,
PG&e might expect a return  on
its money,  said Arkin. The cham-
ber also has its own agenda, with
completion of Stoneridge  Drive
on it, he said.

Arkin said  he collected
$14,000. He received no PAC
money.

Arkin added,  “It’s discourag-
ing for people, regular citizens,

done once and for all.” Also, vir-
tually all of the easement funders
expect to receive permanent ease-
ments for their money, she said.

 The PLCS won’t hold ease-
ments and will not conduct the
negotiating between buyers and
sellers of easements. The main
goal is to put out information to
buyers and sellers of easements,
and put parties in touch with
each other.

The partnership has met three
times and is developing a strate-
gic plan, which Sweet said is ex-
pected to be ready after the holi-
days.

The PLCS has also been con-
tacted for staff technical advice
by the San Lorenzo Creek task
force about their watershed issues
and some local neighborhood
issues.

in tackling some of the impor-
tant issues that face our constitu-
ents, like energy independence,
while helping my party lead our
country in a new direction.”

McNerney was appointed to
the committee after a unani-
mous vote by the Northern Cali-
fornia Delegation, which recog-
nized his potential leadership
and dedication to the state.

“Jerry McNerney brings a
wealth of knowledge and an in-
novative outlook to Congress
and I am pleased to welcome
him as the thirty-fourth member
of the California Democratic
Congressional Delegation,” said
Delegation Chair Zoe Lofgren
(D-San Jose).  “I also am proud
to have him represent Northern
California in the ‘Committee on

MAILBOX

With less than a 100 votes left
to county countywide as of Tues-
day, incumbent Pleasanton
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman is the
apparent winner.

Hosterman has a 189 vote lead
over challenger Councilmember
Steve Brozosky: 11,667 for Hos-
terman to 11,478 votes for
Brozosky..

Guy Ashley, the spokesperson
for the Alameda County Regis-
trar of Voters, stated, “With the
small number of ballots left to
count, it’s unlikely the results will
change in Pleasanton.”

The day after the election,
Brozosky had a 163 vote lead
over Hosterman. By Thursday as
absentee ballots were counted,

The Alameda County Plan-
ning Commission moved to pre-
vent further slurry ponds on land
zoned for agriculture.

A slurry pond involves the
preparation of finely ground con-
crete material from Caltrans for
landfill disposal or limited reuse.
The activity includes the place-
ment of a liquefied slurry of
ground concrete and water into
textile lined settling and drying
bonds. After they have dried, the
cakes of ground concrete mate-
rial can be removed.

The vote was unanimous to
direct staff to prepare an ordi-
nance listing slurry ponds as a
use not allowed. In making the
determination that slurry ponds
are not an allowed use, commis-
sioners noted, “There are holes
in the oversight and permitting
process. We have plugged one of
them.”

The issue of slurry ponds was
brought to the attention of the
county by residents of Collier
Canyon Road. They were con-
cerned that the actions of prop-
erty owner Larry Gosselin, in us-
ing his land for slurry ponds, had
endangered their water.

Commissioners were told
their focus should be on land use
only.  “We are not dealing with
the merits of neighbor issues, the
water quality or oversight by
Caltrans or other agencies. This
is a land use decision. The rules
were not clear about whether the
use was allowed. This motion is
meant to address that.”

The slurry is comprised of
materials removed from a
Caltrans project on I-680.

What became apparent during
public hearings, said commis-
sioners and members of the pub-
lic,  was that the various agen-
cies, including the county health
department, zoning administra-
tion, the regional water quality
control board, and Caltrans failed
to act in response to complaints
from the public.

The water board, after in-
specting the site, did issue a no-
tice of violation to the property
owner. According to Gosselin,
the ponds have been closed
down and the material removed.
A reclamation plan is under con-
sideration by the water board.

The water board notes that the
best management practice for
Caltrans is to landfill the waste
once it has been dried. In its no-
tice, the water board said that best
management practices were not
followed. That has led to a  po-
tential threat to water quality and
the potential for a threat to pub-
lic health and safety created by
blowing concrete slurry dust.

The water board also asked
that a reclamation plan for the site
be submitted.

McNERNEY
(continued from page one)

EASEMENTS
(continued from page one)

trying to run a better town, when
that type of money is spent on a
candidate. They are indebted to
those people and what they sup-
port. Why else is that money
thrown to those candidates?”

In contrast to the big money
spent in Pleasanton, in Dublin
Kate Ann Scholz  won one of two
city council seats.  She spent
$2500 and  credited walking pre-
cincts with literature for her vic-
tory. She  is a 73-year-old retired
school teacher who served on the
Ohlone College board for 23
years. She said that prepared her
for the campaign.

Former councilmember Tim
Srbanti won the other seat, with
39 percent of the vote.  Scholz
received 19 percent and plan-
ning commissioner Bill Schaub
17 percent. Three other candi-
dates finished behind them.

Hosterman, Runyon
Elected in Close Races

Hosterman had taken a 115 vote
lead.

The county has until Dec. 5 to
certify the election.

The tally in the council race
shows Jerry Thorne with 12,247
votes followed by Cheryl Cook-
Kallio at 9235, Dan Faustina
8315 and Brian Arkin 6779.

In the other closely contested
race in the Valley, Kate Runyon
has been selected as the third
member chosen by voters to serve
on the Livermore School Board.
She finished with 265 more votes
than McKinley Day, 12,169 to
11,904. Anne White led the vot-
ing with 12,657, William Dunlop
was second with 12,644 votes.

Committees’ and think this
choice shows the high regard
California Members have to-
wards him.”

McNerney was selected to rep-
resent the regional interests of
not only Northern California, but
Guam, Hawaii and American Sa-
moa as well.

McNerney said of the elec-
tion, “It restored my faith in the
system. The people won this.
They stood up against the people
in Washington. We’re going to
use this mandate to get us (the
country) back on track. They are
so far off track, that they have
put our nation at great risk. They
were unfriendly to the environ-
ment, and unfriendly to ethics.
The campaign was a lot of hard
work. I had a blast.”

Keith Lichten, a member of the
water board, admitted to the plan-
ning commission that none of the
material on site had been tested
to determine whether or not it was
toxic. He said that the level of
acidity and the sediment were the
two main concerns. “If the sedi-
ment doesn’t go anywhere, the
acidity it not a huge issue,” he
stated. Since the soil is generally
clay in the area, the material can’t
go too far. “It is our belief, that
once the material is removed from
the site, we wouldn’t expect to see
a long term impact.”

Gosselin had planned to use
the dried slurry as a soil amend-
ment on his property. Lichten said
that would not be an appropriate
use because of concern that the
material could be washed into
nearby waterways.  Lichten told
the commission, the water board,
wanted the material removed be-
fore the rainy season.

The potential impact on water
used by residents along Collier
Canyon Road is still an issue that
needs to be resolved, say the
neighbors.

Allison Batteate, one of the
neighbors, said during an inter-
view, “Yes, the operation has been
shut down. Yes, they plan to clean
it up.” However, she says, the prob-
lem should never have come up,
because the property owner was
denied a permit by the regional
water board. Batteate provided
documentation of the fact that the
property owner began the opera-
tion on his land without first ob-
taining the permit and continued
to operate it after the permit was
denied.

Batteate said that neighbors
were most concerned  when water
board staff said they observed
problems including the absence
of a stormwater pollution preven-
tion plan at the site, improperly
constructed slurry drying ponds
that were discharging water
through their berms and, poten-
tially, into the local groundwater,
and evidence that polluted water
had been pumped out of at least
one drying pond and improperly
applied to land adjacent to the
pond.

Neighbors want the site
cleaned up, their wells and water
quality tested and then monitored
for at least five years.

“Now it is going to cost me
money to assure that my water is
safe, because somebody else was
making money. It’s one thing to
test for naturally occurring things
that may threaten my water qual-
ity.” Batteate added, “I wonder
how much money is being made
by the property owner and why
can’t some of that money be used
to test our water.”

She and other neighbors won-
dered why all of the regulatory

agencies let the project proceed,
when it was apparent early on
that the use was not allowed.

The contractor pays for the
use of the land for the slurry
ponds.

Gosselin presented his side.
He said county staff had been
notified of his plans. He said he
described clearly his plans to use
the material as a soil amend-
ment.

“There are multiple levels of
authority involved. They seem
to have been aware of the mate-
rials in question and let the
project go ahead. There seems
to be no interaction between
departments and no oversight. I
did everything I was required to
do.”

Gosselin said he doesn’t be-
lieve the materials are toxic. He
said the contractor has con-
ducted a chain of control test-
ing that has shown it is not toxic.
He added that the contractor is
in charge of the project, not he.

Caltrans told the commission
that once the contractor removes
the material from the Caltrans
project site, the material belongs
to the contractor. “The contrac-
tor is responsible for all permit-

ting. The agreement calls for re-
moval of the dried slurry to an
appropriate disposal site.”

The commission commented,
in reality Caltrans should be a
little more responsible about hir-
ing contractors and in checking
their paperwork.

Doug Silverwood, of ACC, the
contractor, said that 70 loads of
material have been removed from
the Collier Canyon site. He ad-
mitted, that contrary to the agree-
ment with Caltrans, he had
agreed to leave the material on
the Gosselin property. The plan
was to use it as a soil amendment.

Scott Seery of the county
health department said that the
contractor had been notified as
early as Sept. 11 that the mate-
rial was not suitable for re-use at
the site. “As late as mid-October,
ACC was still under the impres-
sion the material was suitable for
re-use,” he noted.

Commissioners said, “In look-
ing at emails exchanged over
several months, it was clear this
use was not allowed on the prop-
erty. We hope there has been no
damage to the water or to the can-
yon.”

County Closes Zoning 'Loophole'

(Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are those
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The
Independent. Letter Policy: The
Independent will not publish
anonymous letters, nor will it
publish letters without names.
Frequent letter writers may have
publication of their letters de-
layed.)

Film Festival
Frank Thornburgh

The California Independent
Film Festival put on another
great show Saturday evening as
part of the five day festival that
ran from October 25 to 29 at
various wineries and theaters in
Livermore and Orinda.

My adventure Thursday
evening at the Orinda Theater
and last night at the Ed Asner
Lifetime Achievement Award at
the Livermore Community Cen-
ter was a peek into another
world.

A tender highlight of the
evening was the appearance Ed
Asner’s high school sweetheart
from long ago.

Mr. Asner and all of the other
stars were so gracious and
friendly to the capacity crowd.

Another noteworthy experi-
ence was meeting two represen-
tatives from the Sapporo Japan
Short Film Festival which is a
sister city event to Livermore’s.
Toshiya and Akira are two quiet,

well mannered young men visit-
ing here for our festival.

Short films by free-thinking
artists make me wonder why I pay
so much to see big-name full-
length movies that usually are
not nearly as entertaining or
thought provoking as the inde-
pendent short works.

When you stay to study the
credits at the end of a 15-20
minute short you fully realize
how many dedicated people put
forth so much effort for their art.
Go meet all those artists who are
so open and free with their ideas
and knowledge. It doesn’t take
long to find out how expensive
film making is. Where the begin-
ner finds the financial support is
a story in itself. Obviously it in-
volves some sort of magic.

As the worn phrase goes,
“What’s wrong with this pic-
ture?” There are thousands of
great short movies from all over
the world floating around in the
mail or laying on someone’s desk
and Hollywood spends millions
promoting a full length dud that
you and I are expected to pay
$9.00 to see.

Jet Port
Evelyn Murphy
Livermore

Steven Rego’s 10/26/06
“Wake Up Call” letter stated, “If
the jet noise doesn’t wake you
now just wait until the City of
Livermore gives the nod to FBO

(continued on page 5)
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(fixed base operators). That
would allow a once recreational
airport to become a commercial
airport.” Well, that appears to be
just around the corner.

The future of municipal air-
ports such as the one in Liver-
more is spelled out in the Sun-
day Supplement called USA
Weekend dated October 27-29,
2006. It states “Flying some-
where close? take a taxi.” And,
they don’t mean an automobile.
Quoted directly from this article,
“Airline are standing by for the
next big thing in short distance
(600 miles or less) air travel - the
jet air taxi.”

“The first VLJ (very light jet),
the Eclipse 500, made by Eclipse
Aviation, seats three to five pas-
sengers and one or two pilots.
VLJs can take off and land on
runways as short as 2,500 feet.
That opens up thousands of small
airports across America, many
without any major airline service,
to offer these flights.:

: . . . it launches a ‘per seat, on-
demand’ jet service in early 2007.
Flights will cost about $1 to $3
per mile, compared with $9 to
$13 per mile on charter jets and
$15 on large private jets. Other
aviation companies . . . have ex-
pressed interest in manufacturing
VLJs says airtaxflights.com.”

This is the jet port we have all
feared. It’s here now. With well
over 210,000 takeoffs and land-
ings happening now, further air-
port expansion spells disaster.
Peace and quiet and the quality
of life in this valley is at stake.
Please, stop the airport expan-
sion.

Voting
Barbara Hempill
President League of
Women Voters
Livermore-Amador Valley

The League of Women Voters
Livermore-Amador Valley
thanks everyone who voted in
this election and all those people
who ran for public office.  We also
want to acknowledge all inter-
ested voters who wrote letters to
the Editor as well as The Inde-
pendent for publishing their let-
ters.

The League’s primary goal is
an informed and active elector-
ate.  While the League is non-
partisan and does not endorse
candidates or parties, it does take
positions on issues.  During the
past election, the League pro-
vided voting information on its
website www.smartvoter.org, reg-
istered voters, held candidates’
forums, distributed copies of Pros
and Cons on the ballot issues,
and placed Easy Voter guides in
five languages throughout the
Valley.

On the local level, the Liver-
more-Amador Valley League is
studying our water supply and
distribution this year.  We will
also be pursuing the National
League study of immigration  In
addition, we are working with
the State League in supporting
the OneCareNow campaign to-
ward passage of SB840 which
would provide health care for all
Californians.

To find out more about the
Livermore-Amador Valley
League, go to http://
lav.ca.lwvnet.org.  To contact us,
call 443-VOTE or mail us at
lavlwv@comcast.net or P. O. Box
702, Livermore 94551.

Endorsement
Diana McIntyre
Pleasanton

I was disheartened to see how
you joined the Pleasanton
Weekly in endorsing Ms. Hoster-
man for Mayor of Pleasanton.
You not only espoused her be-
cause of her stand on global
warming causes, but failed to do
your homework on why she is an
ardent activist for Green causes.
The following email was sent to
me two days ago. I am sure you
too had access to it, and if you
haven’t already, you owe it to
your readers to read it.

“A while back Dan Carl was
offended when Mayor Hoster-
man resorted to calling him an
offensive name in her email re-
sponse to him.  He began to won-
der about her actions in other re-
gards so requested copies of her
emails as a matter of public
record.  After receiving those he
found numerous instances of
other abuses in her public emails
and has now put together a
website so that Pleasanton vot-
ers can read her words for them-
selves.   Click on this link to view
www.hostermanspeaks.com/
Steve Brozosky already had my

support but I hope that if any of
you are still undecided you will
be sure to check this out! “

Furthermore, I went into the
website and found Ms. Hoster-
man raises a falcon, takes plea-
sure in throwing live quail in the
air to train it to kill, and also has
mainly gas exploration and pe-
troleum stocks. Of course she
wants us to cut back the need,
and boost her stocks! Her foul
language shocked me in her
emails, as well as misusing our
public funds to solicit votes and
“cold hard cash.”

Please stop skewing voters’
minds with your own opinions,
and be like Jerry Thorne, impar-
tial. We are intelligent people
who should make up our own
minds, not take your little list to
the polls to vote.

Thank You Dan
Roanne Hobizal
Pleasanton

This letter is addressed to the
community in general and to the
recent city council candidate,
Dan Faustina, specifically. Dan
won this election! Maybe not in
tangible votes (although 6,000+
votes is an awesome show of sup-
port) but because he stayed true
to himself, because of the posi-
tive way his campaign was run,
and by the way he served as a
role model for future candidates.

Dan, you’re a winner because
you never made remarks about
the character of another candi-
date. Dan, you’re a winner be-
cause your campaign was run, not
for special interest groups but for
your absolute desire to preserve
Pleasanton’s character and insure
its future for all of us and the gen-
erations to come. You are a win-
ner because you chose to run
your campaign the old-fashion
way, door-to-door, handshake to
handshake. Spending money on
expensive, catchy looking mail-
ings just isn’t your style and we
respect that. You are a winner
because you always had time to
stop and listen to each of us re-
gardless of age.

The other candidates took
this election to a new level. Ac-
cusations, mudslinging, and mis-
representation abound. Stands
were changed to fit neighbor-
hoods. Special interests added the
spice. And the new fall campaign-
ing style was the talk of the town.
No longer were lawn signs
enough - we saw billboard-sized
photos of candidates and fami-
lies on the side of rundown
trucks; roving, larger- than- life
portraits strategically moved
from opportunity to opportunity.

Dan, this entire community
owes you a debt of gratitude.
Thank you for being the one to
bring dignity to this election.

Ayala and the Brown Act
Thomas Jefferson
Livermore

California is so very fortunate
to have the Ralph M. Brown Act,
and Pleasanton is similarly for-
tunate to have Kay Ayala, whom
I long admired when she served
on the Pleasanton City Council.

The Brown Act prescribes
how government meetings must
be conducted  so that the public
has access to both the meetings
and to the decision making pro-
cess.

Ayala uncovered that the
Pleasanton City Council had
broken the law, the Brown Act,
in discussing a Council pay raise
in closed session.  At the Novem-
ber 7 Council meeting, because
of this Brown Act violation, she
passionately implored the Coun-
cil to take the ethical path and
forgo any further consideration
of pay raises at this time.  Sadly,
Councilman Sullivan and Mayor
Hosterman, wanted to essentially
trivialize the Brown Act viola-
tion and to approve the pay
raises.  The majority of the Coun-
cil—Brozosky, Thorne, and
McGovern—recognized their
mistake, did the right thing, and
voted to do nothing about pay
raises at this time.

All Californians should
thank Ralph M. Brown, and the
residents of Pleasanton should
thank Kay Ayala.

The Election
Mike Duarte
Pleasanton

I had an observation concern-
ing this past election that I would
like to share with others.

One of the beautiful parts of
our representative democracy is
the smooth transition of power

as defeated seat-holding politi-
cians peacefully turn over the
reins of government to elected
individuals.  Isn’t it odd after
eight years of recounts, lawsuits,
and numerous conspiratorial ru-
mors and movies that last
Tuesday’s election ended with-
out any recounts or lawyers.  I
guess our election system has
miraculously been repaired to the
shrill crowds satisfaction.

Seriously, it’s nice to see that
a political party and its politi-
cians can conduct themselves
with grace and dignity in a time
of turmoil.  Close races devel-
oped across the country and at
all levels of government.  George
Allen and Conrad Burns chose
not to challenge vote counts and
honor the citizen’s choices in Vir-
ginia and Montana.

Richard Pombo graciously ac-
cepted defeat and publicly stated
he would do everything possible
to make sure McNerney has an
effortless transition into office.
President Bush immediately
reached out to Speaker Pelosi in
the spirit of bipartisanship.

People should recognize and
emulate this part of American life.
I saw it after the recent Amador/
Foothill football game when both
teams embraced their shared ex-
perience and graciously ac-
cepted victory and defeat with-
out any negative incidents.

In our council race, Dan
Faustina is surely disappointed
after another close defeat but he
has chosen not to turn the elec-
tion into a circus by prolonging
the inevitable.  The mayor’s race
will soon be finalized and I urge
both candidates to accept the re-
sults without a messy recount
and negative comments.  I saw
on our local news report that
Steve Brozosky has stated he will
not ask for a recount if he comes
up short but in the same report,
our current mayor continued to
snipe at Brozosky and bemoan
her situation.

Everyone is passionate about
something in their life and a
person’s true character is demon-
strated in times when things
don’t work out the way they ex-
pect.  This election cycle, grace
and dignity rule the day . . . let’s
don’t change that!  One last ob-
servation to the Pleasanton City
Council.  Stay focused like a la-
ser beam on local issues and you
should not have any problems
being re-elected.

Thank You
Smith School
Livermore

The parents, students and fac-
ulty of Emma C. Smith Elemen-
tary School would like to thank
those who made our annual
fundraiser, Autumn Treasures, a
great success.

Platinum Sponsor: Daisy
Borba; Gold Sponsor: Caratti
Jewelers; Silver Sponsors:
Kathleen and Larry Waelde,
Keller Williams and Madeline
Walker, Intero; Bronze Sponsor:
Gail Henderson, Intero; Advertis-
ers: Remax Executive, Sonja S.
Sommer, D.D.S., Terra Mia, A.P.
Concrete, Norcal Electric, Susan
Jackson (Tupperware, Mary
Kay), Twin Stiches, The Cake
Dude, LOL Childcare, Almeida
& Son Painting;

Contributors: 360 Burritos,
Acrylic Nails, Alden Lane Nurs-
ery, Amelia’s Deli, American
River Raft Rentals, Anita’s Mexi-
can Restauant, Applebee’s,
Aquarium of the Bay, Artisan Sa-
lon, Bagel City Café, Bakers
Square, Beeb’s, Big 5 Sporting
Goods, Bill and Vickie
Aboumrad, Billy G’s, Boomers,
Brownie Troop 1903, Café Art,
Café Paradiso, California
Gymnastic’s Academy;

Camille Phelps, Candy Bou-
quet, Canton Village, Caratti
Jeweler, Carl’s Jr., Casa Mexico,
Casa Orozco, Castle Rock,
Chabot Space Center, Children’s
Discovery Museum of San Jose,
City of San Jose, Happy Hollow

Zoo, ClubSport, Cooleykatz
Toys, Country Charm, Country
Morning Courtyard San Ramon,,
Curves, Devcon Construction,
Campo di Bocce, Dinners Galore;

EA Games, Eckert Estate Win-
ery, Fantasy Books and Games,
First Street Alehouse, Foster’s
Freeze, Fred and Stacey Walke,
Fudruckers, Garré Vineyard,
Granada Bowl, Hanabishi Sushi,
Hearst Castle-SLO Coast District,
IHOP, Jamba Juice, Jan Pretto, Jeff
and Christine Leonard, The
Jungle, Kragen Auto, La Roch-
elle Winery, Lance Cavalieri Jew-
elers, Lemon Grass Restaurant;

Liberty Tax Services, Liver-
more Cyclery, Livermore Gym-
nastic Center, Los Vaqueros Grill,
Magoo’s Pizza, Mario’s Catering
and Deli, Marlene Garcia, Dr.
Robert and Susan Gray of MD
Spa, Michelle Puryear, Milano’s
Pizza and Pasta Family Dining,
Mimi’s Café, Mitchell Katz Win-
ery, Murrieta’s Well Winery, Oak-
land A’s , Ofelia’s Kitchen, The
Opipari Family, Orchard Supply;

Page Mill Winery, Panama
Bay Coffee, Perfect Page, Pet
Extreme, Pet Food Express,
Poppy Ridge Golf Course ,
Proctor’s, Pump It Up, Randy
Duran, Residence Inn  San Ra-
mon, Riata Diner and Tavern,
Richard’s Arts and Crafts, Rick’s
Barber Shop, Ripley’s Believe It
or Not Museum, Kristin and Rob
Ryan, Ryia’s Arts, Crafts and
Unique Home Décor, San Fran-
cisco Zoo, Sansar, Sara Dobson;

Score, Sea World, San Diego,
Sherri Allen, Six Flags Magic
Mountain, Splashes, Spring
Time Tumbling and Trampoline,
Springtown Golf Course, Sri Hai
Thai Restaurant, Stacey’s,
Starbuck’s, Stephanie O’Brien,
Emma C. Smith Elementary
School Student Council, Sub-
way, Sunrise Rock Gym, Super
Cuts, Susan Shultis, Taco Del
Mar, Teresa de Bord, Terra Mia,
Tire Mart, Togo’s, Towne Center
Books, Tracey Remund, Tri Val-
ley Car Care, Ultra-Spective, Ve-
gas Magic, Walt Disney Com-
pany, Wax Museum at
Fisherman’s Wharf.

Response to Letter
Rabbi Laura Novak Winer
President, Tri-Valley
Haven Board of Directors
Ann King Executive
Director, Tri-Valley Haven

Thank you so very much for
your support of the Haven and
its Food Pantry. You are correct
in stating that the public should
know “just how significant the
pantry is to the lives of so many
families in the Valley.”

The Haven attempts to high-
light different components of its
services at various times of the
year.  The recent solicitation let-
ter to which Ms. Leonard re-
ferred, was sent out in observance
of Homelessness Awareness
Month.  Our goal for that letter
was to highlight the Homeless
services the Haven provides, in-
cluding the Sojourner House
shelter.  In October we also ob-
served Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month and held programs
to educate the community about
our many Domestic Violence ser-
vices, including the legal clinic
which assists women in attain-
ing restraining orders against
their batterers, the sexual assault
hot line, available 24/7 to assist
women who may have been vic-
tims of an assault, and our do-
mestic violence shelter, Shiloh
House, which provides confiden-
tial shelter to women and their
children trying to escape abuse.

With the winter holidays
around the corner, the Haven is
seeking support for its
homelessness and hunger ser-
vices, particularly those pro-
vided by the Haven’s food pan-
try.  During our Thanksgiving
Food Distribution, we will have
provided needed food to more
than 500 families who, otherwise,
might not have food for their
holiday tables.  And during our
Holiday Warehouse program, we
will provide food and holiday

gifts to more than 700 families
who are in need this holiday sea-
son.

The Haven is grateful to its
supporters and partners in the Tri-
Valley Community who tire-
lessly volunteer their time in our
many programs and share their
resources.  We are indebted to the
schools, service groups and faith
communities that partner with us
through out the year in an effort
to help us end homelessness, end
hunger and create homes safe
from abuse.

Hooray for Pelosi
Steve Brackenbury
Pleasanton

Hooray for Nancy Pelosi! She
has not allowed religious dogma
to  supersede moral reasoning
and genuine compassion. Hoo-
ray for Nancy  Pelosi! By uphold-
ing the separation of church and
state she  strengthens the free-
doms of all Americans to worship
(or not), safely  and freely, in their
homes and churches. Hooray for
Nancy Pelosi!

South Livermore Valley
Rich Buckley
Livermore

Bless her heart Gail Shearer (
9/28/06 ) is wrong. I did not rep-
resent Cedar Grove Community
Church in their purchase of the
South Livermore
Avenueproperty. Had the oppor-
tunity availed itself indeed I
would have represented them.
Nonetheless I deeply care about
Cedar Grove and churches in
general and their continued rel-
evance in the western secular
world and I would ask Gail not
to devolve an open and needed
discussion of this important mat-
ter to attempts to embarrass par-
ticipants that fundamentally dis-
agree with their fine group on this
one issue. We can all rise above
that level Gail.

More importantly, I responded
because the wine group is being
unnecessarily intolerant on these
matters and not open to our real
heritage. I am amazed at the ex-
tent of secular red-lining on this
one matter when the real issue
should focus on control and de-
sign of beauty in our South Liv-
ermore Valley . Make the
churches pull their weight on
quality control if they locate in
these areas. Make the require-
ments tough and consistent.
What really counts in this tour-
ism-ag area is architectural
beauty kept to a high level. If
parking is a concern, build it un-
derground. If appearance is a con-
cern, design it as like a French
chateau or some other acceptable
motif; if noise is a concern, engi-
neer quite; if safety is a concern,
engineer safety, and if control is
concern, form a South Livermore
Valley Architectural Control
Committee and staff it fairly in-
cluding local landowners in the
district.

 Prove to yourself how impor-
tant churches are in our cultural
heritage even in the wine coun-
try. Spend an hour on line and
look up key words like “French
Wineries”, Country Churches ,
Famous Vineyards in France
(Italy , Sicily , etc). I found promi-
nent vineyards with beautiful
churches sitting in their midst
throughout Europe in places most
of us would consider vacation
destinations to die for. Architec-
tural elements of some of the
churches look like entries to fine
wineries and vice versa. It’s re-
ally not a reach to see the con-
nection among churches, culture,
tourism, rural-country, agricul-
ture, beauty and heritage.

 One perspective that cuts to
the heart of the law at the time of
the South Livermore Valley Plan
creation and its adoption process
is relevant. Existing practice with
the City of Livermore at the time
the South Livermore Valley Plan
had been approved, a practice of-
ten cited in local newspapers,
was (and probably legally re-
mains to this day) that Churches
are acceptable uses in any zon-
ing district subject to an ap-

proval of a Conditional Use Per-
mit.

The above policy is in keep-
ing with the traditions of a deep
cultural heritage of the establish-
ment and practice of  religion in
the US as historically recognized
within our community.

The County and the City of
Livermore worked together in
forming the South Livermore
Valley Plan and as such the City
of Livermore was given the lead
to help shape the exact, defined,
architectural feeling and ambi-
ance of the region under a joint
understanding for which both
city and county accepted the fi-
nal outcome.

No where in the public hear-
ings, no where in the touted ma-
terials of this planning achieve-
ment was there ever to my
memory a declaration that other
institutions and/or churches
would be categorically deemed
unaccepted uses within the South
Livermore Valley Zone, and (this
is important) no where in the pro-
cess was the standing zoning pro-
cedures and policies of the City
of Livermore specifically modi-
fied as to zoning practices and
rules effecting churches. Thus if
a church was deemed suitable
before the adoption of the South
Livermore Valley Plan subject to
a conditional use permit process,
it was deemed suitable after the
adoption of the Plan.

The latest iteration of inter-
pretation of zoning applicabil-
ity by these private parties is
Monday morning
quarterbacking after the game
has been played and not con-
forming with the rules at the time
of adoption of the South Liver-
more Valley plan.

Two additional points need to
be made, in this lengthily re-
sponse to Gail’s letter of in-
tended embarrassment (A)
churches have traditionally gone
to rural properties to expand in-
cluding my own church, the
Methodist Church, who’s entire
history in Livermore has been a
wonderful integration of commu-
nity, growth, and rural surround-
ing, only recently have we been
brought into the city, and (B)
Subjective restrictions that a
church is too big for a site serv-
ers only to prohibit and unnec-
essarily restrict our great institu-
tions from access, through arbi-
trary restrictions.

Thank You Julie Orvis
Mary McMahon
Livermore

What do you call a person
who attends school site councils,
CSEA dinners, band, orchestra
and choral musicals, plays, all
sporting events and observes
classes?

Dedicated.
We thank Dr. Julie Orvis for

her dedicated years on the
School Board of Trustees in Liv-
ermore.

The Election
Herbert H. Marshall
Pleasanton

A retrospective on the last
election: I must agree with the
statement, of a few years ago, by
my erudite young daughter, “The
masses are asses.”

Response to Brogden
Albert Rothman
Livermore

How long do we have to hear
from right wing nuts? They love
to distort information for their
ends.  A recent letter from Dora
Brogden said that Nancy Pelosi
has the reputation as “the most
far left Liberal the house has ever
seen!” In fact Pelosi¹s stance is
far from the extreme left. She is
close to the center of the Demo-
cratic party. She even supported
John Murtha for majority leader
in the House who is socially con-
servative, and whose main stand
is advocacy of early withdrawal
from Iraq. He lost to a more lib-
eral Steny Hoyer.

MAILBOX
(continued from page 4)
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SPORTS NOTES
Fastpitch Tryouts

Livermore Smoke will be hosting try-
outs for the 12U A-Ball team.  This will be
a highly competitive travel team for advanced
skilled girl players who are 100% committed
to fastpitch softball.  Pitchers and catchers
will have a separate tryout.  Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, 2006, check-in 8:30am, Joe Michell
Elementary, 1001 Elaine Ave., Livermore.
Further information:  John Heinz, (925) 454-
1406.

Baseball Tournament Teams
Signup

Golden Era Baseball, based in Dublin
California, has  limited openings remaining
for their 12U and 13U advanced travel teams
and are currently seeking talented players to
fill these positions for the  upcoming 2007
Season.

Any players who would like to be con-
sidered for these positions should  contact
Golden Era Baseball at: (866) 230-1781 right
away  to schedule a try out. Full details
regarding the program can also be found  on
the web at:   GoldenEraBaseball.com.

Youth Soccer
The Livermore Roadrunners boys

U12 soccer team claimed another Norcal Cup
victory, beating the DVSC Revolution 4-0
on Sunday.

The Roadrunners controlled the game
right from the start but were unable to score
during the first half, despite several opportu-
nities.  The Roadrunners earned their first
goal early in the second half off of a corner kick
taken by Tanner Turner and scored by Ryan
Gollott.  The Roadrunners scored again when
a shot taken by Trevor Long rebounded off the
cross bar to Gollot for the short pass to Patrick
Taylor, who finished the ball.  Taylor scored
the 3rd goal on a penalty kick after being
fouled in the box.  The Roadrunners final goal
was scored off of a free kick taken by Hector
Gomez.  Taylor received the ball and made a
short back pass to Marco Arana-Nolasco for
the shot.   Brandon Marantan, Anthony
Dubberly, Gomez and Derek McGovern com-
bined well on defense to aid goalkeeper, JT
Addington, in the shut out.

Livermore’s Crew ’97 girls U9 division
1 team traveled to Rohnert Park to play in the
2006 NorCal Cup tournament and went 3-1-
1 to bring home the silver division champi-
onship.  Crew ’97 opened the tournament
against Santa Rosa United Gold 98 with
Ashley Arnett scoring late in the second half
off of a Cameryn Long corner kick to salvage
a 1-1 tie.

In their second game, Crew ’97 spotted
Almaden Fury a 2-0 lead at the half before
battling back with a goal from Ashley Arnett
off a Hanna Beauchamp assist and a penalty
kick goal from Cameryn Long.  But the Fury
recovered with a late goal for a 3-2 final and
the only blemish to Crew ‘97’s record in the
tournament.  Elk Grove 98 Blue provided the
competition for the third game and a rare
evening contest under the lights.  Cameryn
Long’s two penalty kicks proved to be
enough to propel Crew ’97 to a 2-1 win and
top seed in the silver division.  Crew ’97 over
matched Santa Rosa United Blue 98 Ice 5-0
in the semi-final game with Ashley Arnett
scoring three times along with a goal from
Hanna Beauchamp and Cameryn Long.  The
offense was spread around in the final game
when Crew ’97 won 6-0 with goals from five
different players.  Roopjote Atwal, Morgan
Leonard, Cameryn Long and Carleigh
Thurman each scored along with two more
goals from Ashley Arnett.

Livermore Fireballs under-10 com-
peted in the the Crossroads Tournament in
Dublin. The Fireballs completed a 10-0
season with 8 shutouts and over 40 goals
scored.  In the first match of the Crossroads
tournament the  Fireballs beat Dublin girls 2-
1. In the second match, they defeated San
Ramon 2-1.

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer
Club recreational team league (rain make up
games):

Under-14: Phoenix 1, Phantoms 1:
Michael Fontana scored the only goal for the
Phantoms.  David Smith of the Phantoms
made several superb saves in goal and was
aided by Jason Almeida, Sam Akacsos, Sai
Edara, Russell Flock, Anthony Hu and Alex
Newman on defense. Michael Fontana nar-
rowly missed scoring the winning goal
during the last few seconds on a long shot after
the Phoenix goal charged out to block the
shot. Blake Sell, Kyle Stivers, Amatya Taran
and Iden Yekan kept the pressure on the
opposing defense.

Predators  6,  Panthers 2: Top Offensive
Players: Ryan O’Neill, Esaac Mohammed,
Joseph Urban -  Predators; Top Defensive
Players: Zachary Sill, Christopher Pocs,
Prescott Jackson -  Predatos.

Under-10: Jetstream 6, Jaguars 1:  Jor-
dan Ott led the Jetstream with 4 goals.
Brennon Morris and Ricky Muro scored one
goal each for the Jetstream.   Patrick Pipitone,
Shantanu Deshmane and Luis Garcia also
helped the Jetstream with their strong offen-
sive effort.  Brennon Morris, Miles Santos
and Vincent Chang led the Jetstream defen-
sive effort.  Barret Morris played outstanding
goalie for the Jetstream.  The Jetstream ended
their season with a 6-3-1 record and a second
place finish.

Under-8:  Mustangs had 3 players who
were selected for All Stars: Joshua Ott, Sam
Cukar and Bobby Fjerstad. Representing the
Colts were Paul Meyere, Sebastian Gwozdz
and Mark Medved.  Top Offensive Players:
Joshua Ott,Sam Cukar, Bobby Fjerstad -
Mustangs; Paul Meyere, Sebastian Gwozdz
and Mark Medved - Colts; Top Defensive
Players: Joshua Ott, Sam Cukar, Bobby
Fjerstad - Mustangs; Paul Meyere, Sebastian
Gwozdz and Mark Medved —Colts

In their last outing of the season, the
Mavericks played the Muskateers. Marcus
Toombs and Koedy Baxter led the Mavericks
offense with 2 goals each and Daniel Newman
scoring 1 goal. The Mavericks defense was
led by Andrew Cho, David Natsch and
Nicholas Barnett.  Top Offensive Players:
Marcus Toombs, Koedy Baxter, Daniel
Newman - Mavericks; Jonothan Chesnutt,
Quentin Conboy-Monroe, Joey Brasil - Colts;
Top Defensive Players: Andrew Cho, David
Natsch, Nicholas Barnett - Mavericks; Nathan
Caluya, Josiah Almendrala, Yash
Chitgopekar, Gregory Arnold - Colts,

Under-9:  Midfielder Kyle Genoni led
the Daredevils offense with two goals, start-
ing with a long mortar shot that arced over the
defenders and just beyond the goalie’s hands.
Cole Morrell notched the Daredevils’ second
goal when an in-bounds throw squirted into

the center of the field to leave him alone for
a one-on-one shot past the goalie. Afterward,
the game settled into a defensive standoff,
with fullback Jake Leyman shutting down
attack after attack, forward Michael
Schwanhausser racing back to block a ball in
front of the Daredevils’ goal, and goalie Nick
Tucker laying out to deny a shot, then
scrambling on his knees to corral the carom.
As the clock ticked down, fullback Adit
Shretsha controlled a ball deep in Daredevils’
territory, pushed down the left sideline past
midfield, passed it to Tucker, who flicked it
past the last defenders to Genoni, who drilled
it into the corner of the net for a game-ending
goal.  Top Offensive Players:  Kyle Genoni,
Cole Morrell, Nick Tucker -  Daredevils;  Top
Defensive Players:  Jake Leyman, Adit
Shretsha, Michael Schwanhausser -  Daredev-
ils.

CYO Basketball
The Catholic Community of Pleasanton

(CCOP) 7th grade girls (team 7005) defeated
St. Raymond (team 7008) 28-16. It was an
all out team effort for the commanding win.
CCOP trailed by 1 at the end of the first period
but poured on the offense with 13 points in
the second period to lead 17 to 9 at the end
of the half.  Both teams scored 6 points in the
third period but CCOP came up with 5 points
to St. Raymond’s 1 point in the fourth period
to end the game with a CCOP win.  The top
scorer was Michele Mann with 9 points (3
rebounds, 1 steal).  Key assists from Vivian
Hare and Kelly Parsons fed the offensive
attack.  Contributing to the win were Nicole
Ponzini (7 points, 1 steal), Emily Alberts (4
points, 2 steals), Lauren MacDonnell (5
points, 5 steals), Kelly Parson (2 points, 1
steal) and Jessica Morosoli (1 point, 2 steals,
1 block).  Top defensive players were Sydney
Okumura (6 rebounds, 2 steal, 2 blocks) and
Lyndsay Godwin (5 rebounds, 1 steal, 1
block).

•        •        •
St. Michael's/St. Charles (SM/SC) 4th

grade boys (#411) played Catholic Commu-
nity Of Pleasanton (CCOP) (#409) lost 32 to
21 in CYO basketball action.  Ryan Holmes
with 9 points lead SM/SC on offense.
Michael Pierce and Jason Bohl had a com-
bined ten points to keep CCOP close.  Tough
defense for SM/SC by Jordan Lewis, Michael
Bohl and Patrick Miron kept the offense of
CCOP at bay for most of the game.

•        •        •
SM/SC 7th grade girls (#7010) vs. St.

Isidore (#7006) won 26 to 19.  Ashley
Holmes had 6 points in the 4th quarter to help
SM/SC hold off the strong St. Isidore team.
Also strong on offense was Brittany Campiotti
and Shannon Sunnergren.  Defense was lead
by Erin Walthall, Navneet Kahlon and Dani
Arnold. A great defensive game by both
teams.

•        •        •
In 5th grade action, St. Isidore's defeated

CCOP  24 to 15. St. Isidore’s (5010) full
court defense led to several first half baskets
which allowed them to open up a 16-6
halftime lead.   CCOP (5011) battled back in
the second half, but was unable to make up
the halftime deficit.   The final score was St.
Isidore 24 and CCOP 15.   CCOP was led by
Paige Zollars with 8 points, Elysa Roman
with 4 points and Nicole Dees with 2 points.
Madison Steele, Tara Ross and Jaime Rinetti
were the top defensive players for CCOP.

•        •       •
Seventh grade girls CCOP team mem-

bers boosted  their efforts for their second
game of the season by defeating SM/SC in
a tight game 22 to 19. With only 1:19 left on
the clock, and the score tied at 19 to 19, CCOP
rallied to bring home their first win. Game
highlights include outside shooting by Au-
tumn Whitney and Marissa Victor,  a great
defense, and the team executing their full
court traps with precision. High scorers were
Autumn Whitney and Marissa Victor - 6
points each.

Livermore Football
The Livermore Norsemen are heading to

the Turkey Bowl after defeating the Antioch
Cougars 36-14, in the JR Midget division of
the  Diablo Valley Youth Football Confer-
ence. Antioch came out tuff against Liver-
more scoring first. Livermore  answered back
when Diquan Madison found the endzone on
a 24 yard touch down run. Jeremy Mata’s
PAT was good and Livermore lead 8-6. On
defense Zach Robbins forced a fumble that
was recovered by Devin Ridenour. That set
up another Madison touchdown and the
Norsemen lead 16-14. Livermore’s offense
turned it up with less than a minute before
halftime, Jeremy Mata connected with  a 56
yard touchdown pass to Tyler Leasau.
Livermore’s Brandon Hall then recovered an
on side kick. Mata then found Madison for
a 60 yard touchdown pass.Madison would
finish the game with 185 yards rushing.  Just
before halftime Antioch was down inside the
Livermore 10 yard line when Robbins inter-
cepted an Antioch pass at the buzzer sending
Livermore to halftime leading 28 to 14.
Livermore would score on the first drive of
the second half with a 50 yard run by Walik
Gilmore. Mata’s PAT was good and the
Norsemen lead 36-14.

Livermore’s defense was led by Cameron
Sawyer with 14 tackles, Luc Hamilton, and
Tyler Leasau. Jordan Moss had an intercep-
tion, while Frankie Robles, Gilmore and
Madison all had tackles for a loss. Livermore
11-0 will face Clayton Valley 10-1 in the
finals. Clayton Valley’s only loss in the
regular season was to Livermore in a close 8
to 0 game. The Championship game will be
held at Antioch High School Saturday No-
vember 25th at 1 p.m.

The Livermore Warriors fell to the San
Leandro Crusaders 20-0 in Semi-final PeeWee
action.  Livermore fought hard throughout
the game but ultimately could not stop some
big plays from San Leandro and could not
convert scoring chances inside the Crusaders
25-yard line.  The defensive front of Tyler
Rardon, Fritz Eibel, Bryan Brinkley, Zack
Sturgill, Marshall Peters and Jake Bohland
bottled up the inside running game.  Kevin
Coburn had another good day running the ball
behind Brinkley, Sturgill, Mikey Walls,
Jeffrey Brinkley and Jacob Kirby.  Jake
Williams and Mac Morgan also hooked up for
several passes.  The Warriors finished the
season at 7-4 after a 6-3 regular season.

Gymfinity Gymnastics
Angelica Leporati represented Gymfinity

Gymnastics  at the Norcal Level 5 States

Championships held this past weekend at
Diablo  Valley College.  Leporati, competing
in the 10C age group, placed seventh  on vault
and sixth on bars on her way to finishing
eighth in the  all-around. Full results for
Leporati:  vault, 7th, 8.675;  bars, 6th, 8.75;
beam, 8.55; floor, 8.55; all-around, 8th,
34.525.

Tsunami Aquatics
Tsunami Aquatics continued their quest

of time drops as they attended the Orinda
Aquatics C/B/A+ meet this past weekend.
The team was led by Katie Kulp and Eric
Santin who achieved Junior Olympic quali-
fying times and Sarah Swanson and Alexander
Gonzalez who brought home a total of 9 new
“A” times.  Each Tsunami swimmer met their
personal goals with impressive time drops in
most events.

Results: Alexander Gonzalez (8),  5 new
A times (25 Free, 50 Free, 25 Back, 50 Back,
50 Fly); Sarah Swanson (8), 4 new A times
(25 Free, 50 Back, 25 Breast, 25 Fly); Katie
Kulp (10), 2 new JO times (50 Back, 200 IM);
Shelby Swanson (11), 8th place (200 Breast)
and new best times in majority of races;

Kylie Clark (11), 6th place with a 20.5
second time drop (200 Breast), 7th place (200
Free); Evan Carlo (14), 1st place with a 11.37
second time drop (100 Fly), 12.24 second
time drop (400 IM); Eric Santin (14), 1 new
A time (50 Free), 1 new JO time (100 Breast);
Patrick Kulp (14), 12 second time drop (200
Free) with new best times in all races.

Bowling News
A unique feat was performed during the

Eagles Renovation Match Point league at
Granada Bowl in Livermore.  Three team-

mates made it over the 700 mark with Steve
Ohlsen leading the way with  232-255-240-
727, Gerald Cain close by with 228-227-268-
723 and Carl Rogers 225-263-221-709 set.

Maria Lockridge led the women with
247—21-211 for her 679 total and Chris
Quinn, upped her 170 average with highs of
224-202 for a 603 set.  Gene Bruihl, Re/Max
Cheyenne league on the Gene’s Pro Shop
Team, used an eleven strike game of 279 for
a 728 series and followed up the Classic with
a 269; high for a 730 set;  Glen Thompson
posted games of 244-240-236;  Ken Sartoris
started with a 257 then continued with 254
-220 fro his 731.

The Friday Family Affair watched youth
bowlers take the lead with Shaun Donohue
199-253-205 for his 657; Erica Smith had
227-221-596 series. The Modified Guys and
Dolls was led by Glen Thompson  237 -221-
258 -716; Parker Stone, 176 norm, career
high 278 for a 698 series.  The Generation Gap
saw Mike Adema roll a 704 series with 218-
228-258.

Little League Signup
Livermore National Little League will

hold sign-ups at Mountain Mike’s off of
Vasco in Livermore on December 4th from
6:30 pm to 8 pm. All ages are welcome! If new
to the league, please make sure to bring a copy
of birth certificate and proof of residence.

Winter Baseball Camp
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach

David Perotti is hosting a three day winter
camp. Each camper will receive individual
instruction from coaches and Livermore High
players, a snack each day and a camp shirt.
This 5-12 year old camp costs $125 and runs
from 9:00-12:00 everyday. The dates are

December 18-20.   If you sign up before
December 11th  (post marked), pay only
$110.   For more info to sign up please contact
David Perotti at (925) 443-2742 or
lvbinfo@yahoo.com or check website
www.eteamz.com/lvb.

Alumni Soccer Game
Foothill and Amador Valley High School

Alumni will be playing in the 4th Foothill-
Amador Alumni Soccer Game on Saturday,
December 30th. There will be 2 games
featuring Men’s and Women’s soccer players
from the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s and 2000’s.

The games have become an annual event
that benefit the Soccer Programs at Foothill
and Amador. All gate receipts ($7 adults and
$4 students) and Snack Bar proceeds will go
directly to the programs.

The teams will be playing for trophies
that will be awarded to the schools of the
winners. The winning school will gain pos-
session of the trophies each year. Games
during the 1st three years featured victorious
teams from both Amador and Foothill.

Ryan Gordon was a 2003 graduate of
Foothill High School. He was killed in a
boating accident shortly after graduating. He
played soccer at Foothill for four years and
was planning on attending Santa Barbara
City College where he planned to continue
playing soccer. The original Alumni Game
was organized to fund a scholarship that
benefits a graduating member of the Foothill
women’s or men’s soccer team who aspire to
play soccer in college. Since the 1st year all
proceeds go directly to the soccer programs
at the 2 high schools.

If you are an ex-soccer player from
Amador or Foothill and would like to play,
you can get more information and/or register
at All-Star Sports. There is a $20 fee to play.

Players and fans are invited to the
“HopYard Alehouse” after the games. Fifteen
percent of proceeds will be donated to the
programs.

There will be “special entertainment” at
each of the half-times this year!

The games will be played at Amador
Valley High School, women at 4 p.m. and
men at 6:30 p.m.

To register go to All-Star Sports, 3037-

A Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton; 846-7928.
For more information, call Curt Gorden,

426-1540 or Janet Mullaney, 426-6756.

Phantom Girls Softball
  2007 Registration for all Pleasanton

Phantom divisions is now open.  Phantom
softball is open to girls in grades K-12 living
in Pleasanton, Dublin and Sunol.    Regis-
tration can be made online or mail-in.    See
the PGSL web site for additional information
www.pleasantonsoftball.org.

Stroke Camp
Livermore Blue Dolphins will be offer-

ing a free stroke camp especially tailored to
swimmers aged 11 - 13.  The clinic is perfect
for those on summer rec leagues who want to
get a competitive edge for next summer
season or anyone wanting to start year round
swimming.

Swimmers will receive underwater video
analysis and individualized feedback. The
middle school camp will last for 3 weeks and
will run M,W, F from November 27 -
December 15, 6PM to 7PM.

Space in the camp is limited to only 16
swimmers.  Please contact the Blue dolphins
at (925)-447-SWIM to enroll.

Pleasanton Lacrosse
The Pleasanton Lacrosse Club Spring

2007 season registration is now open. Pro-
grams are available for girls and boys grades
3 thru 8. The season runs from February thru
mid May.  Full equipment required for all
players. Register early as spots are limited
and additional fees for late registration will
apply after October 31st. To register and/or
obtain more information go to
www.pleasantonlacrosse.com or call Byron
Hay at 925 998-5550.

Livermore Lacrosse
Spring registration has opened for Liver-

more Phantom Lacrosse. Boys and Girls,
grades 3 through 8 are welcome. For informa-
tion, go to www.phantomlacrosse.com.

The Livermore Library has
added a new online service,
Bookletters, that keeps readers
up to date about new and notable
books whatever their reading in-
terests.

Bookletters includes a vari-
ety of different book newsletters.
They include the latest best sell-
ers, mysteries, titles for children
and teens, books in Spanish and
much more. Readers can tune in
each day to listen to “The Chap-
ter a Day” selection, obtain in-
depth author information with
“Meet the Author,” find out what
book everyone is talking about
at “Book Sizzle,” view Oprah’s
Book Club selections, or find
prize winning titles under
“Award Lists.”

Bookletters is available by
clicking on the Bookletters link
on the library’s website at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us. Read-
ers can receive regular updates

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

In the photo, Foothill High School girls volleyball team was
on its way to defeating Liberty High School in the opening
round of the North Coast Section Division I last Wednesday.
They defeated Monte Vista on Thursday and stayed perfect
with a victory over Deer Valley in finals on Saturday. The Foothill
team played for the Northern California champhionship
against Skyline at Foothill on Tuesday. The matches were
held after the Independent's deadline. In Football, the Falcons
defeated James Logan 32-29 in a come-from behind win in
the first round of NCS playoffs. The football team will play
Pittsburg at 7 p.m. Sat., Nov. 25 at Foothill in the second round
of the playoffs.

of the library’s latest titles by se-
lecting Newsletter Signup and
selecting the newsletters that
match their reading interests.
Titles and book reviews will be
delivered to the individual’s
inbox. The booklists are linked
directly to the library catalog
making it possible for readers to
find out whether copies of the
book are available.

For more information, contact
Rosemary Dukelow at 373-5500
ext. 5514.

Library Offers New Online Service
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SHORT NOTES
Fractured Fairy Tale

Children will delight in this frac-
tured fairy tale about a Grandmother,
a Wolf and a girl in a red cape as Puppet
Art Theater Co. performs a special
holiday production of Little Red Riding
Hood in the Pleasanton Library meet-
ing room on Saturday afternoon, Dec.
2nd starting at 2:00pm.

Free tickets to this show will be
limited to children age 5 and  older.
Tickets will be distributed to children
from the children’s desk 30 minutes
prior to the start of the program. Due to
the popularity of this program, library
staff will only be able to include parents
and younger children if space becomes
available.

Patrons are asked to please arrive on
time as doors will close to late arrivals
at the start of the program.

For more information about library
programs, please check the library’s
website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
services/library/programs or call the
Children’s Desk at (925) 931-3400 x 8.

Peace Poster Winners
The Livermore Lions Club recog-

nized five local school site winners in
the first round of the 19th annual Lions
International Peace Poster Contest at an
awards night held at the East Ave
Round Table Pizza. Certificates and
prizes of $20 were awarded to each
winner.

This year’s contest theme, “Cel-
ebrate Peace,” emphasized the impor-
tance of world peace to youth every-
where. The Lions received more than
350,000 entries from approximately
200 countries around the world.

Livermore winners are: Lei Wei,
Christensen Middle School 7th grade;
Angeline Jacoby, Junction Ave Middle
School, 7th grade; Jonathan Blea, Liv-
ermore Valley Charter School, 7th
grade; Ceilidh Morrison, Mendenhall
Middle School, 7th grade; and Kylie
Clark, Our Savior Lutheran School,
6th grade.

Winning posters have been for-
warded to the Lions District 4C3 con-
test including Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties.  A winning poster will
be selected and forwarded to the Cali-
fornia contest, from which the winner
will be forwarded to the International
contest.  Posters of past international
finalists and winners may be viewed at
www.LionsClubs.org by clicking on
Youth Programs and then Peace Poster.

“Our club is cheering for our local
winners as their posters advance in the
competition, and we hope that their
vision for world peace will be shared
with others around the world,” said
Livermore Lion president Gary Potter.

For further information see our
website at www. LivermoreLions.org.

Victorian Tea
Beginning Friday, December 1, res-

ervations will be taken for the Victorian
Tea held at Ravenswood Historic Site,
located at 2647 Arroyo Road in Liver-
more.

 The 2007 Victorian Tea will be
held on Sunday, February 25, 2007.
There will be two seatings, the first
from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m., and the second
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m., with a maxi-
mum of 50 guests at each seating.

Ticket price donations of $35 per
person benefit the Ravenswood Fur-
nishing Fund, an ongoing project of
the Ravenswood Progress League, the
non-profit organization that supports
historic programs at the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park District’s
Ravenswood Historic Site.

For reservation information, please
call (925) 443-0238.

Speakers Contest
The Lions Clubs of California is

sponsoring the 70th annual Lions
Speakers Contest.  The topic for this
year’s contest is, “Global Warming –
Fact or Fiction?”  The contest is open
to all students, grades 9-12.

The Livermore Lions Club has
scheduled the local club contest for 7
p.m., Tuesday, February 6, 2006 at the
Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Liver-
more Ave in Community Room A.  The
maximum number of student speakers
permitted in a local club contest is six.
The Lions hope to have three students
each from both Livermore and Granada
High schools.  Preliminary contests will
be conducted at the high schools prior
to February 6 to select the 6 finalists for
the club contest.  All finalists will re-
ceive a $25 check for participating.
The club winner will receive a $50
check and will advance to the Zone 9
contest (Livermore, Pleasanton, and
Dublin).   The winner at each level will
advance from club, zone, region, dis-
trict, and area to the final California
contest scheduled for June 2, 2006 in
San Jose.  The total prize and scholar-
ship funds to be awarded to the winners
will exceed $100,000.

Interested students are urged to
register with their HS principal as soon
as possible to begin preparing their
speech.

While students are to write their
own speech, the Livermore Toastmas-
ters Club has agreed to provide assis-
tance for students who desire coaching
in the delivery of their speech.  Students
may contact Tim Elson, President, Liv-
ermore Toastmasters, at
telson@finisinc.com to arrange for as-
sistance.

Neutral judges for the contest will
be provided by the Livermore-Pleas-
anton-Dublin AAUW.
Holiday Birds

Holiday Birds is the topic of the
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District Sun., Nov. 26 nature program.
Meet Ranger Pat Sotelo at 8 a.m. at
Veterans Park.

The focus will be on fowl during
this stroll through Veterans Park’s bird-
rich, riparian woodland. This birdwalk
will last about two hours. Bring binocu-
lars and field guides; a few to lend will
be available. Beginners are encour-
aged to attend.

There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call (925) 960-2400 for more informa-
tion.

FormFactor News
FormFactor, Inc. (Nasdaq:FORM)

recently announced that Lothar Maier,

chief executive officer (CEO) of Lin-
ear Technology Corp., has been elected
to the FormFactor Board of Directors.
Maier is a veteran of the semiconductor
industry with more than two decades of
management experience including sig-
nificant expertise in global business
management and operations.

Lothar Maier has served as CEO of
Linear Technology since January 2005.
Prior to that, he served as the company’s
chief operating officer for more than
five years. Before joining Linear Tech-
nology, Maier was employed for 16
years at Cypress Semiconductor where
he held various management positions;
most recently, as senior vice president
and executive vice president of world-
wide operations. Maier holds a
bachelor’s degree in chemical engi-
neering from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley.

New Year’s Party
Tesla Vintners will be having a New

Years Eve Party on Dec. 31st from
8pm-1am. At the event a new wine,
Patty’s Passion, will be released. This is
a musical blend of Grenache, Syrah,
Mourvedre, and Petite Sirah.

The festivities will take place in the
new Tented Facility. There will be live
music by the Singing Winemaker and
Driving Force. Light Hors d’ Oeuvres
will be served.  Two complimentary
glasses of wine and sparkling wine for
a New Year’s Toast will be served.
Additional wines from Fenestra, Red
Skye and The Singing Winemaker will
be available for purchase through out
the evening.

Cost is $70 per person. Call 925-
606-WINE (9463) for reservations.

Butterfly Life
Nicole Lestochi and Kerry Myers,

owners of the Butterfly Life women’s
fitness center in Livermore, are run-
ning a very successful weight-loss pro-
gram in their club and bringing the
benefits to the entire community. For
every pound lost members are bring-
ing in a pound of non-perishable food
to the club. At the end of the program
the club will donate the collected food
to Open Heart Kitchen, a non-profit
meal service providing nutritious food
to those in need throughout the Tri-
Valley area.

The program is called Weight Loss
Express. It incorporates nutrition, fit-
ness and motivation with group sup-
port for an 8-week session. In the first
six weeks of the program the 20 partici-
pants have lost 130 pounds collec-
tively. The Weight Loss Express pro-
gram includes a 30-minute circuit for
strength training, a variety of aerobic
classes, diet book with easy recipes and
meal planning,  nutritional seminars,
and the support and motivation of a
group environment. This program will
run through November 25.

The nutrition program uses real
food, not prepackaged food, and has
no point or calorie counting, just simple
menus to choose from for each meal.
Butterfly Life Livermore is located at
2267 Las Positas Road, for more infor-
mation call 925-454-1815. A new lo-
cation will be opening soon in Dublin
at 7723 Amador Valley Boulevard.

Food for Families
Raley’s  non-profit organization,

Food For Families, offers an easy way
for customers to donate to needy fami-
lies in their communities this holiday
season. Between Nov. 15 and Dec. 24,
shoppers can purchase a bag filled with
groceries, worth approximately $20,
for only $10 at their neighborhood
Raley’s, Bel Air, Nob Hill Foods or
Food Source store. The bags will then
be donated to the local food banks in
the community in which they are pur-
chased and the food will be distributed
to families in need.

Customers can also donate year-
round by making a cash donation at
checkstands in any store. Raley’s ab-
sorbs all administrative costs of the
program with 100 percent of every
donation going directly to help feed the
hungry. All donated food is distributed
by local food banks and stays in the
community in which it was collected.

Yellow Ribbon Tree
The yellow ribbon tree in down-

town Livermore is in need of new
ribbons. People can make a donation at
Richard’s, 4502 Las Positas Rd. (by
Target) or to Operation:S.A.M. at P.O.
Box 2992, Livermore. After the new
year  new ribbons will be put on the
yellow ribbon tree.  A ribbon costs
$5.00.

Book Events
Towne Center Books programs:
 Have Breakfast with Santa Claus at

Towne Center Books on either Thurs.
Dec. 7 from 9-10 or Wed. Dec. 13 from
9-10.  Seats will be limited. There will
be a simple breakfast, party favor,
photo op and some special time with
Santa.  $5.00 per person. Call 846-
8826 or respond to this email to reserve
your seat. Ages 3 and up - siblings
welcome.

Towne Center Books is at 555 Main
Street in downtown Pleasanton. For
information, call 846-8826.

Windermere Welcome
Windermere Welcome Home Real

Estate in Livermore is pleased to an-
nounce its association with Kelly
DeYoreo.  Kelly has been serving the
needs of the Livermore real estate com-
munity since 1999, and has been
awarded the Bay East Association of
Realtors Masters Club designation for
achievement in real estate sales.

For information, contact Kelly at
925-824-4840 or visit her website at
www.kellydeyoreo.com.

Scholarships Available
Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) Interna-

tional, an organization of about 100,000
members worldwide, is dedicated to
upholding the ideals of research,  ser-
vice, and leadership in education.  As
part of fulfilling these  ideals, the CSU
East Bay - Diablo Chapter of PDK is
offering three  $500 scholarships to
high school seniors who plan to pursue
a  teaching career.  These recipients also
may be eligible as candidates  for 30-

40 scholarship grants of $500 to up to
renewable awards  totaling $5,000 over
four years from PDK International.

Seniors attending high schools in or
residing in Castro Valley,  Dublin,
Fremont, Hayward, Livermore, New-
ark, Pleasanton, San Leandro,  San
Lorenzo, Sunol, and Union City are
eligible to apply.  Last  year’s scholar-
ship winners were Clinton Christopher
Cornfield of  Foothill High School in
Pleasanton and Joel David Moody of
Granada  High School in Livermore.
They were chosen from nine appli-
cants.

All applications must be received
by Thursday, February 1, 2007.   Com-
pleted applications consist of a three-
page application form, two  letters of
reference (at least one from an educa-
tor), an essay (up to  500 words), and
an official transcript.  Winners will be
notified by  February 28, 2007.  To
obtain an application, go to
www.pdkintl.org/ awards/
pros_eds.htm, or write to Phi Delta
Kappa, CSU East Bay -  Diablo Chapter,
1822 Harms Drive, Pleasanton, CA
94566, or call  925-484-0169.

Calorie Management
LifeStyleRx®, ValleyCare Health

System is now offering the bodybugg™,
an innovative calorie management sys-
tem by Apex Fitness Group™. While
traditional weight loss programs focus
on tedious calorie counting, bodybugg™
accurately tracks calorie expenditure
automatically, providing a real-time
view of actual calorie consumption.

It consists of a small armband that
uses multiple sensors to determine calo-
rie burn at all times and in all activities,
and works in conjunction with a web-
based program. “Bodybugg™ is the
most accurate device on the market
today for measuring calorie expendi-
ture outside of a clinical setting,” says
Anne Mitchell, MS, RD, LifeStyleRx
dietitian. “People have the ability to
view actual food intake (calories in)
and energy output (calories out), put-
ting them in complete control of their
weight loss results.”

During a consultation with a
LifeStyleRx dietitian, the user estab-
lishes his or her goal (generally weight
loss) and a daily calorie deficit number.
For example, to lose ten pounds in ten
weeks, one must consume 500 fewer
calories than one burns each day.

After that, it is simply a matter of
moving enough throughout the day
and eating less to hit the deficit number.
Once the user starts wearing the
armband, he or she can upload the
armband data of calorie burn at any
time by connecting the armband to a
computer wirelessly or via USB. The
user also has the option to track calorie
intake by logging food through an
intuitive 18,000-item menu. With this
information, the user can determine his
or her calorie needs, and can then make
food and activity choices that create a
calorie deficit for weight loss, or meet
their calorie needs to maintain a healthy
weight.

The bodybugg™ program also fea-
tures a comprehensive menu-planning
function. The system creates a sug-
gested menu based on the users likes
and dislikes.

For further information, contact
Anne Mitchell at LifeStyleRx at (925)
454-6316, or the LifeStyleRx website
at www.lifestylerx.com.

Camp Bow Wow
Lisa Malachowsky, President of

JoyMal Enterprises, Inc. announces
that a Camp Bow Wow  franchise dog
daycare and overnight boarding camp
is coming to the San Francisco East
Bay.  Camp Bow Wow  Tri-Valley has
entered into a lease agreement with
John Ferreri of the Ferreri/Takahashi
Family trust to open a Camp Bow Wow
at 6430 Preston Ave., Livermore.

Upon receipt of a conditional use
zoning permit by the City of Liver-
more, the facility will be open to take
dogs for daycare and overnight board-
ing. It is expected that the grand open-
ing will be before Christmas 2006. For
information, go to  http://mycbw.com/
Tri-valley.

Wente Named Tops
Viewers of NBC 11’s In Wine Coun-

try lifestyle television program have
spoken: Wente Vineyards is the “Best
Winery to Visit.” This honor was an-
nounced as the culmination of In Wine
Country’s Golden Grape Awards epi-
sode, which reveals the results of the
show’s annual popular viewer poll.

 “This is a huge honor,” said Chris-
tine Wente, fifth generation winegrower.
“We have a great team here that is
passionate about wine, food and hospi-
tality. And before us, generation after
generation of my family and many
others in the Livermore Valley have
created a long-running tradition of
producing quality wines and warmly
welcoming visitors to the region. This
all combines to make a visit to Liver-
more Valley and Wente Vineyards an
unparalleled experience.”

 In addition to producing award
winning wines, Wente Vineyards is
home to The Restaurant at Wente Vine-
yards, the Greg Norman designed
Course at Wente Vineyards, and the
annual Concerts at Wente Vineyards
series, which alone brings 20,000 guests
to the winery every summer. Wente
Vineyards is also one of Northern
California’s top winery wedding desti-
nations. The winery’s properties are
located just 25 miles east of the San
Francisco Bay in Livermore Valley
Wine Country, a region that includes a
total of 38 wineries.

 Each week, In Wine Country host
Mary Babbitt takes viewers on a jour-
ney to wineries, restaurants, resorts,
homes and gardens from all corners of
wine country - from Napa and Sonoma
counties to Livermore Valley and
throughout all wine-making regions.

The  weekly show, produced by
NBC11 and nationally syndicated, is a
James Beard Award winner.

Child Care Programs
Child Care Links provides free work-

shops to employers in Livermore, Pleas-
anton and Dublin.

Workshop facilitators will provide
valuable information on important is-
sues to parents at their work site. Work-
shops are available on a variety of

topics and can be tailored to the needs
of employees. The length of each work-
shop can range from 45 minutes to 2
hours. Workshops can be during the
lunch hour, or at another time arranged
by the employer. Child Care Links can
also provide a series of workshops.

Training Topics include: Choosing
Child Care, Parenting Skills, Child De-
velopment, and Work/Family Balance.

A Child Care Links facilitator will
present the curriculum, related hand-
outs, resource materials and answer
questions. Child Care Links’ staff is
available during business hours to an-
swer further questions, provide free
child care referrals and community
resources.

Employers or employees are en-
couraged to call for further informa-
tion on this free service. For more
information contact Shauna Brown at
(925) 249-3925. There is no charge for
this service.

Immunization Clinics
Axis Community Health offers

drop-in immunization clinics for low-
income and uninsured families. A clinic
will be held from 9:00-11:30 a.m. on
Saturday,  December 2. All immuniza-
tion clinics are held at Axis’ Pleasanton
location only, 4361 Railroad Avenue.

The clinics are open to all Tri-
Valley families who are low income or
uninsured.  Families enrolled in Medi-
Cal and Medi-Cal Managed Care pro-
grams are also eligible. Parents are
required to bring their children’s im-
munization records and any informa-
tion they may have about family in-
come and medical insurance, includ-
ing Medi-Cal. There is a charge for
some immunizations.

Immunizations for children are also
provided during regular weekday clinic
hours at the Pleasanton and Livermore
locations by appointment at (925) 462-
1755.

Bilingual Storytime
The Pleasanton Library will host a

special series of bilingual storytimes
during the new school year. The Span-
ish-English series will be offered the
first Wednesday evening of each month.
Special celebration for Las Posadas on
Dec. 6th.

Storytimes resume in 2007 begin-
ning Feb. 7th, continuing Mar. 7th and
concluding April 4th.

The programs are free, lasting ap-
proximately 30 minutes and will be
held in the library meeting room.  Reg-
istration is not required. Families with
children of all ages are welcome to
attend and enjoy stories and song.

For information on other family
programs at the library, check the
library’s website
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/li-
brary/programs-events-child.html or
call the Children’s Desk at (925) 931-
3400 x 8.

Shea ‘Builder of the Year’
Shea Homes has won Professional

Builder Magazine’s “Builder of the
Year” award. The award is based on all
aspects of homebuilding: innovative
design, operations, building practices,
productivity, marketing, leadership,
community relations and customer sat-
isfaction. Builder reputation with peers
and personnel were also critical factors.

“This is clearly a team award,” said
Dan O’Brien, Trilogy Area President
for Shea Homes. “Shea Homes’ com-
mitment to being the best in every way
is key to the ongoing success of Trilogy
at The Vineyards in today’s challeng-
ing Bay Area housing market.”

On the heels of the award, Trilogy
at The Vineyards announced that thirty-
five of its first seventy-five home sites
were reserved at its Pre-Sales Gala and
Home Site Selection Reception held on
October 1st. “Anxiety grew as names
were chosen and home sites selected,”
said O’Brien. “People literally erupted
into tears of joy, hugs and cheers when
their name was drawn. The energy was
incredible. In all my years of creating
resort communities, I’ve never seen
anything quite like the reaction to Tril-
ogy at The Vineyards.”

The new Brentwood community
will feature a landscape of 30-acres of
active vineyards and olive tree groves,
the 31,500 square foot Los Meganos
Club featuring Abby’s Culinary Stu-
dio, Sawa Spa for Health and Wellness,
and state-of-the-art Delta Athletic Club
with resort style outdoor pool and an
Olympic indoor lap pool. Proposed
additional amenities include a bou-
tique winery, outdoor amphitheatre,
and 18-acres of adjacent commercial/
retail development. A model gallery of
10 homes ranging from 1,750 to 2,900
square feet will open January of 2007.
Public sales are also anticipated to open
in early 2007.

3-D Learning On-Line
California State University, East

Bay graduate students will be the first
use TDVision’s technology to create an
enhanced learning environment for
youths. The project will introduce real
life experiences and travel to the class-
room.

For the project, Deborah Clarkson,
Vladi Andric and Rosa Gudino, are
creating a 3 dimensional interactive
immersive environment that uses ste-
reoscopic video. They will be filming
the historic ghost town of Bodie, Calif.,
east of the Sierra Nevada mountain
range, to develop an educational video
that enables the user to navigate through
the town of Bodie. Viewers will be able
to learn about its history and the life of
gold miners in the late 1800s.

TDVision Systems, Inc., the owner
of several 3-D related patents for pro-
prietary system architectures, provided
the camera for the project. The user,
with the TDV Visor, will be able to view
the educational video in true 3-D and
high definition quality.

The long-term goal of the project is
for each student in school to have a
visor and computer available in order
to streamline TDVision’s technology
over the Internet. Children will be able
to travel through space and time as well
as to have an exciting, realistic way to
learn and understand history.

TDVision Systems, Inc. is the owner
of several 3-D related patents for pro-
prietary system architectures, which
can propel a media breakthrough by
providing true 3-D by means of this

completely new digital technology.
This technology allows the acquiring,
emulation, and processing of a three
dimensional image from a video stream
or computer generated image. The
architecture allows the use of current
existing infrastructures and with the
addition of TDVision’s hardware en-
ables true 3-D.

Hearing Made Easier
The First Presbyterian Church in

Livermore has  installed a Telecoil
system that makes it much easier for
most  people who have hearing aides
to hear much better.

This is the first  installation of the
system in a public building in Liver-
more. It is  available for concerts and
a variety of civic events that take place
there, as well as for church services.

Most theaters and churches pres-
ently have infrared and FM systems.
The problem with these systems are
that nobody wants to go to the  trouble
and embarrassment of finding the re-
ceivers and headsets,  taking their hear-
ing aids out, and putting on the head-
sets. For the  telecoil system, they can
simply flip a switch in their existing
hearing aids and the sound is picked up
by a small coil in their  hearing aide and
they hear it through their hearing aid.
The sound  is not just louder, but the
frequency spectrum is corrected to
compensate for the person’s hearing
loss.

Studies have shown that about 50%
of the hearing aides people now  have,
have this telecoil system built into them
and about 75% of  those sold today
have them.

Move to Valley Properties
Ted Rudolph and Kimberly Moore,

partners in Real Estate, announce their
move to Valley Properties.

Ted Rudolph has a degree in Engi-
neering, several years in real estate, has
completed all required Broker’s
courses, is a REALTOR and member
of NAR (National Assoc. of REAL-
TORS) and CAR (California Associa-
tion of REALTORS), is a member of
and subscribes to MLS services with
Bay East Association of REALTORS
(BEAR) and MetroList, is President of
Livermore Marketing Association (the
local real estate meeting and weekly
broker tour forum), is vice-chair of the
Marketing Council at BEAR, is on the
MLS Council at BEAR, is on the task
force for the NCREX (Northern Cali-
fornia Real Estate Exchange), and is an
ambassador for the Livermore Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Kimberly Moore has 16 years ex-
perience in sales and marketing. She
has completed a majority of the
Broker’s courses, is a Notary Public,
has the e-PRO designation, is a REAL-
TOR and member of NAR (National
Assoc. of REALTORS) and CAR (Cali-
fornia Association of REALTORS), is
a member of and subscribes to MLS
services with Bay East Association of
REALTORS(BEAR) and MetroList, is
a member of Livermore Marketing
Association, is a member of the Valley
Marketing Association, is a member of
the Women’s Council of REALTORS,
is on 6 task forces and a Council for
BEAR, is an ambassador for the Liver-
more Chamber of Commerce, and is
on the Marketing and Fundraising
Committees for the Livermore Per-
forming Arts Center.

Valley Properties is owned by four
veteran agents, three of which are
Brokers. The office was established in
1992 and is one of most well known
and successful offices in the city. Joan
Rushford is the supervising Broker.
She has been practicing real estate
since 1974.

For more information contact Ted
Rudolph at 925-321-0468, Kimberly
Moore at 925-337-6061, or Valley
Properties at 925-447-1900.

Top Crabby Chef
For the second year in a row, Neil

Marquis, Executive Chef at the Pleas-
anton Hotel has captured 1st place in
the Spenger’s Fresh Fish Grotto in
Berkeley Crabby Chef Contest held on
Sunday, October 15.

He was defending his title against
15 Bay area chefs. At the start of the
contest, the mystery ingredient was
revealed: Papaya. Contestants had 20
minutes to prepare a dish containing
this ingredient. Marquis’s prize recipe
is a fried Ravioli with Papaya, Dunge-
ness Crab and Gorgonzola with a
Hanger One Citron Vodka, Papaya
Heirloom Tomato Mornay sauce.

Home 4 the Holidays
The Iams Home 4 the Holidays

program is hoping more than 350,000
families welcome furry friends into
their hearts during this year’s annual
adoption drive.  This year’s adoption
drive takes place from November 6,
2006 through January 2, 2007, at
Romania Animal Rescue Inc.

Entering its eighth season, the Iams
Home 4 the Holidays international pet
adoption drive has placed more than
one million   animals with loving
families.

This year, Helen Woodward Ani-
mal Center will team with more than
2,000 animal shelters; Academy

Award-winner Diane Keaton; Kristen
Bell, star of the hit TV show "Veronica
Mars"; and Iams to encourage prospec-
tive pet parents to take a shelter pet
home for the holidays.

During this year’s adoption drive,
each new adopting family will receive
an Iams adoption kit containing food
samples, coupons and important tips on
pet care, behavior, training and nutri-
tion.

Prospective pet parents can learn
more about the Iams Home 4 the Holi-
days adoption drive by calling (800)
421-6456 or visiting
www.home4theholidays.com or
www.home4theholidays.com.

November at Wente
Wente Vineyards is cooking up two

sets of Thanksgiving feasts, one at The
Restaurant at Wente Vineyards on Sun-
day November 19th, and one to enjoy
in the comfort of your own home on
Thanksgiving Day. Over the Thanks-
giving holiday weekend, Wente Vine-
yards invites you out to the Estate
Winery Tasting Room.

Join Jerry Regester as he celebrates
his first holiday dinner as executive
chef, dishing up a delicious array of
festive fare.  The special menu will be
served Sunday, November 19th  at The
Restaurant at Wente Vineyards. Cost is
$75 per person plus tax and gratuity,
children under 10, $25 plus tax and
gratuity. For reservations and informa-
tion call (925) 456-2450 or online at
wentevineyards.com.

Wente Vineyards’ tradition of of-
fering gourmet take-home Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas dinners continues.
Order your meal and specially paired
wines in advance, and take advantage
of a 20% discount on wines for pick up
with your meal. Featured wine pair-
ings: 2004 Riva Ranch Chardonnay,
2004 Syrah, and 2005 Riesling. At the
center of this delicious take-home fam-
ily-style menu for 6 (additional food
can be ordered for larger parties) is a
herb and garlic scented “all natural”
Diestel Farms turkey with caramelized
shallot gravy. Dinner comes with all the
trimmings. All this for $229 plus tax
(not including wines). Order your din-
ner online at www.wentevineyards.com
or by calling (925) 456-2400 by Fri-
day, November 17, 2006 at 5pm, for
pick up on Wednesday, November 22,
2006 between 1 pm-6pm at the Wente
Vineyards Event Center, 5050 Arroyo
Road.

On Friday November 24th, through
Sunday November 26th, get a jump on
your holiday shopping and entertain-
ing ideas. Enjoy a fun and relaxing
weekend, where tastes of new release
wines, cellar tours, and holiday gifting
start the season right, 11:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Estate Winery Tasting Room,
5565 Tesla Road. For information call
925-456-2305x4.

On Thursday, November 30th,
“Flight Night” at The Restaurant at
Wente Vineyards welcomes Ricardo
Aguirre, winemaker at Bodegas Aguirre
Winery. Ricardo will pour his signature
wines to enjoy with The Restaurant’s
wine country cuisine. Flight Nights fall
on every Thursday of each month and
are a great way to learn about and
sample a diversity of wines while gain-
ing first-hand insight into different re-
gions and varietals. Wine flight pricing
ranges from $12 to $25. The Restaurant
at Wente Vineyards, Thursday, No-
vember 30th, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
For reservations call 925-456-2450 or
online at wentevineyards.com.

Expand your hors d’oeuvres mak-
ing repertoire just in time for holiday
entertaining! Catering Chef Scott Ritchie
will teach you how to make balsamic
garlic glazed chicken, grilled Portobello
mushrooms, fondue, vegetable
bruschetta, romesco, and chicken
galantine. Champagne cocktails from
The Restaurant bar will whet your ap-
petite for these tasty treats. Tuesday,
November 15th, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$59.00 per person. The Event Center at
Wente Vineyards

Change for Change
Tossing coins in a pond could bring

you good luck, but tossing coins in a
fish tank will reap better benefits.

My Gym Children’s Fitness Centers
nationwide are encouraging people to
toss their loose change in fish tanks at
their various locations for the Kids Can
‘Change’ the World Fundraiser – an
effort spearheaded by the company’s
nonprofit organization called The My
Gym Challenged America Foundation
(MGCA).

The fundraiser, which will go on
through Dec. 16, is aimed at raising
money for equipment, services and
scholarships for disadvantaged chil-
dren.

Participating My Gym locations
have placed a fish tank on their counters
for people to toss their loose change. To
help the momentum going, MGCA will
supply small objects that can be placed
in the fish tanks and when children
come to their classes, they will be asked
to help bury the special “object of the
week.”

MGCA is a nonprofit organization
committed to improving the lives of
children who are physically challenged,
cognitively delayed, underprivileged,
at-risk or suffering temporary economic

(continued on page 8)
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Melissa Gutierrez, Heather McLean, and Lauren Swift of Livermore High School, winners of the
prestigious NCTE Achievement Award for Writing.

By Patricia Koning
Melissa Gutierrez, Heather

McLean, and Lauren Swift have
several things in common. They
are seniors at Livermore High
School (LHS). They love to write.
And, this year they each earned
an Achievement Award in Writ-
ing from the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE).

The NCTE Achievement
Awards in Writing is a school-
based writing program to encour-
age high school students in their
writing and publicly recognize
some of the best student writers
in the nation. This year 606 win-
ners were chosen from 2,080
nominees from the United States,
Canada, the Virgin Islands, and
American Schools Abroad.

Winners don’t receive any
cash prizes. Instead, NCTE sends
letters to their selected colleges
recommending them for admis-
sion and scholarships. For stu-
dents planning to major in En-
glish in college, as is the case
with Livermore’s three winners,
this can be significant.

“I love writing, so I figured it
was high time I got my writing
out there,” says Heather. “This
was great validation.”

Winners’ names are posted on
the NCTE website and both win-
ners and their teachers receive a
certificate of commendation. For
the winners from Livermore, the
recognition of their writing was
the big award.

 “Writing is something that
usually goes unnoticed. There
are awards for sports and
volunteerism and other things,”
says Melissa. “So this award feels
really good.”

Melissa, Heather, and Lauren
were among 85 winners from the
state of California and the only
winners from the Tri-Valley area.
In fact, there was only one other
winner from Alameda County,
from Holy Names High School
in Oakland.

“These kids are good at ev-

The 2006 - 2007 Amador Competition Cheerleading Squads swept the  competition on Novem-
ber 12th and Washington High School in Fremont against a number of Northern California
teams. The squads brought home first place trophies in all three divisions they competed in: JV
Show Cheer; Group Stunt and Varsity Show Cheer.  The girls are judged based on choreogra-
phy and execution of stunts, tumbling, formations, jumps and motions, as well as overall crowd
appeal and showmanship. JV and Varsity teams perform a 2 and 1/2 minute routine that is half
music and half cheer. Group Stunt is a group of 5 girls who stunt to music for an entire minute.
The 26 members of the competition teams represented Amador (and Pleasanton).  JV Mem-
bers: Alyssa St.John, Annie Harbottle, Briana Snyder, Casey Caspersen, Chelsea Nice, Hanna
Persin, Julia Trizuto, Kiley Norvell, Kim Carmichael, Lisa MacFarland, Megan Long, Morgan Cater
and Sarah Mahoney. (Coached by Kiera Huntze);  Varsity Members: Alexa Pullen, Alyssa St.John,
Amy Monical, Ashley Miller, Ashley Patula, Ashley Royer, Caterina Natale, Danielle Butler, Emily
Pesicka, Kaitlyn Cilk, Kristin Hong, Lauren Bricker, Marina Chinn and Stacey Anderson. (Coached
by Katie Pesicka); Group Stunt: Ashley Miller, Caterina Natale, Danielle Butler, Emily Pesicka and
Lauren Bricker.

Crooked Vine and Stony
Ridge Wineries will host a joint
barrel tasting weekend during
the three days  after Thanksgiv-
ing, Nov. 24-26, in their tasting
room at 4948 Tesla Rd. in  Liv-
ermore.

Admission is free for
Crooked Vine and Stony Ridge
wine club members;  $5 for the
general public. The event will
be held during normal tasting
room  hours of 11 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. all three days.

 Guests will have the oppor-
tunity  to sample a 2004 Petite
Sirah and a 2005 Syrah, among
other varietals, and taste  for
themselves how different barrels
from different compositions af-
fect the taste of a wine. Those
with questions can call 925-371-
8156.

Thomas Coyne Winery will
host a fall open house on Nov
24, 25 and  26,  from noon to 5
p.m. in the his historical tasting
room built in 1881. Visitors are
invited to bring a picnic.

New wines to be released in-
clude 2003 Reserve Syrah Cha-
teau Bellvue, 2004 Livermore
Petite Syrah, 2003 California
Port, and 2004 Tinto Reserva.
Fine cheese and fruits will be
served. The winery is located at
51 E. Vallecitos Road Liver-
more. For more information, call
(925) 373-6541 or go to http://
thomascoynewinery.com.

John Christopher Cellars
will be featuring the first 2004
Late Harvest Zinfandel on Fri-
day, November 24th, Thanks-
giving Weekend.  This wine is
produced from grapes  harvested

Three Livermore High Seniors Chosen
Among Top Student Writers Nationwide

erything they do,” says Linda
Milanese, a retired LHS English
teacher. “Writing is so important
and they take it very seriously.”

For the past four years
Milanese championed the NCTE
Achievement Awards in her hon-
ors English classes and
shepherded students through the
process. Interest in the program
has been so high that she held
in-school “try-outs” to select
LHS’ nominees. Schools can sub-
mit one nominee per 500 stu-
dents in grades 10 through 12,
which works out to 3 or 4 nomi-
nees for LHS.

The award submission con-
sists of a sample of the student’s
“best work” in either prose or
verse, not to exceed 10 typed,
double-spaced pages. The stu-
dents must also complete a two-
hour impromptu writing assign-
ment written under teacher super-
vision on a topic designated by
NCTE.

The LHS students completed
their writing assignments in
March of last year. Winners were
notified in October.

“I had sort of forgotten about
the contest when I found out I’d
won,” says Lauren. “It’s really

nice to be recognized for some-
thing I love to do.”

Over the past four years, since
Milanese has been involved in
the process, LHS has had at least
one NCTE Achievement Award
winner each year. The winners
have gone onto prestigious uni-
versities and received scholar-
ships. One of last year’s winners,
Grace Ryan, is now attending
Harvard on a full ride.

Melissa, Heather, and Lauren
have all applied to the colleges
of their choice and are anxiously
awaiting admission decisions.
All three plan to major in English
and pursue careers as writers.
Melissa hopes to attend Carleton
College in Minnesota or UC
Irvine. Heather’s dream school is
Swarthmore in Philadelphia or
UC Berkeley. Lauren has her sites
set on the University of Chicago
or UC Irvine.

“The writing just gets better
every year,” says Milanese. “This
is like the Eagle Award of writ-
ing. It’s something these kids will
put on their resumes forever.”

For more information on the
NCTE Awards, see http://
www.ncte.org/about/awards/stu-
dent

from the Dry Creek Valley appel-
lation in Sonoma featuring the
same vineyard as John Christo-
pher Cellars’ 2003 Reserve
Zinfandel.

Bold fruit and spice flavors
resonate in a delicious late har-
vest style. Not overly sweet, this
wine will pair nicely with your
gourmet cheese selections or
paired with dark, rich chocolate.
Only 54 cases of this wine are
available.

John Christopher Cellars will
be open Thanksgiving weekend
November 24-26th from noon to
5 PM. Flights Wine Club is also
now available to join at the tast-
ing room. Only 250 member-
ships will be accepted.

John Christopher Cellars at
Blacksmith Square, 25 South
Livermore Ave., Suite 103, Liv-
ermore. Information at  (925)
456- WINE (9463) or
www.johnchristophercellars.com.

Fenestra Winery will host
“Prelude to Christmas” festivities
this weekend, Nov. 24, 25 and
26 from noon to 5 p.m. each day.

The winery is decorated for
the holidays. Featured are party

foods along with Christmas and
holiday gifts.

Fenestra is located at 83
Vallecitos Rd., Livermore.

For information, call 447-
5246.

Chouinard Vineyards and
Winery will present a Photo and
Pottery exhibit and demonstra-
tion, Nov. 24, 25 and 26, noon to
5 p.m. each day.  Collect all your
turkey-stuffed relatives and
friends, pack some turkey sand-
wiches and enjoy a special wine
tasting. 33853 Palomares Road,
Castro Valley. Information at
510-582-9900.

Wente Vineyards Estate
Winery will host a holiday pre-
view November 24 through 26,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Visi-
tors will be able to taste special
vintages of handcrafted Nth De-
gree wines, tour the cellars,
browse new holiday merchan-
dise, stock up  on holiday favor-
ites and pick up gifts for friends
and family.

Estate Winery at 5565 Tesla
Road, Livermore. For informa-
tion call 925-456-2305.

Wineries Plan Special Activities over Weekend

difficulties. Founded in 2002, the foun-
dation was established as a partnership
between My Gym Children’s Fitness
Center and Randy Bertisch, a physi-
cally challenged individual whose in-
spiring journey toward recovery from
a catastrophic automobile accident has
empowered him to help children in
need.

To find the nearest My Gym
Children’s Fitness Center participating
in the Kids Can Change the World
Fundraiser, please contact Dee Wu at
(925) 244-1171, or send a check or
money order to: My Gym Challenged
America Foundation, 15300 Ventura
Blvd., Suite 414, Sherman Oaks, CA
91403, 818-907-6966.

Huntington Learning Center
Managing Director Molly Preble

has just returned to Pleasanton’s Hun-
tington Learning Center after two
weeks of intensive training at the HLC
headquarters in Oradell, New Jersey.
Preble joined the learning center’s staff
in July of this year.

Preble is a former high school En-
glish teacher who has taught at San
Ramon Valley High, as well as in Colo-
rado and Washington state. She brings
her enthusiasm for helping all students
do their best in school.

“I loved being a classroom teacher,
but because of large classes and mounds
of homework to correct, I’d go home
at night feeling like too many of my
students were slipping through the
cracks.  Now I’m in an environment in
which I have the time and resources to
make sure each student’s needs are
being met,” said Preble.

She is a graduate of Kenyon Col-
lege in Ohio and holds a Master’s
Degree in Education with Honors from
the University of Denver. In 2003
Molly traveled to the Czech Republic as
a J. William Fulbright grantee to con-
duct comparative research in teaching
strategies and student motivation.

Molly joins Center Director Kirsha
Zupetz, who has been with the Pleasan-

ton center for three years.  Zupetz
began as Assistant Director and was
promoted in 2005 to Center Director.
Her expertise with students of all ages
has earned her high marks from fami-
lies and students alike.

Rounding out the Pleasanton staff is
Chandra Lee, Center Trainer, who has
been with Huntington for twelve years
in varying roles, and with the Pleasan-
ton center since 2004.

Huntington’s mission is to help
students of all ages build the skills,
confidence and motivation to attain
better grades. Students struggling in
school, as well as those simply seeking
a more enriching academic experi-
ence, benefit from the individualized
programs offered at Huntington.

In January of 2007, the center will
celebrate its 20th year of tutoring stu-
dents in the Tri-Valley area. In addition
to the Pleasanton site, Huntington
Learning Centers are also located in
Antioch, Walnut Creek, Moraga, Fre-
mont, San Jose, and Cupertino.

Greenbelt Outings
Greenbelt Alliance offers a 2006

fall outings series featuring some of the
Bay Area’s best hikes and farm tours.
The following is a list of outings hap-
pening from November  through De-
cember.

For directions, or more informa-
tion visit www.greenbelt.org or call
415-255-3233. Reservations are re-
quired only when noted.  Please see
outings key below for the hike’s degree
of difficulty.

Sunday, December 17, Best of Ber-
keley, Alameda County: This chal-
lenging urban trek starts near down-
town Berkeley and winds through
neighborhoods into the hills. Hikers
will visit the Rose Garden, hike along
Tilden Park, pass by Grizzly Peak, walk
above Claremont Canyon, and then
descend through Berkeley’s walkable
city streets.   10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Martial Workshop
Tai Chi/Chi Gong expert Bernard

Langan will offer a special workshop in
Livermore, "Skill and Poise: Moving
with the Field of Gravity." The work-
shop will be held on Tues., Dec. 5 from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Robert
Livermore Community Center, 4444
East Ave., Livermore

With a specialty in martial and re-
storative arts, Langan has conducted
cross-discipline research in martial,
meditative, healing and movement
systems.

Beginner and advanced students
are welcome. Fee is $25 per person. For
further information and registration
(class 8053), call the Livermore Area
Recreation and Park District at 373-
5700.

Sweepstakes Win for Band
It’s a Sweepstakes win again for the

Amador Valley High School Marching
Band and Colorguard!  This past Satur-
day, the Marching Dons earned a sea-
son high 85.90 score to win the class
AAAA/AAAAA Sweepstakes Award
at the James Logan High School WBA
Marching Band Competition in Union
City.  The strong field included seven
class AAAAA bands from across the
bay area.  The band also won three
caption awards - Best Music, Best Vi-
sual and Best General Effect.

 In southern California on October
28, the band turned in another out-
standing performance in the Los Ange-
les Coliseum at the Bands of America
Regional Competition.  This was the
band’s first appearance  at this very
competitive level. The AVHS March-
ing Band and Colorguard was the last
finalist announced in a randomly or-
dered list of ten bands who qualified to
advance to the evening’s final compe-
tition.    The band earned a 7th place
overall in finals.

For more information, visit the West-
ern Band Association website at http:/
/www.westernband.info, or the
Amador band website at
www.amadorband.org.

SHORT NOTES
(continued from page 7)
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT

The Alameda County Office of Education’s Alliance for Arts
Learning Leadership is host to an art exhibit featuring works by
students from throughout the region.

The exhibition showcases the works of students from the 18
unified school districts throughout Alameda County. The artwork
will remain on display for public viewing through Jan. 12, 2007 at
the Rene C. Davidson Courthouse Jury Room Gallery, 1225 Fallon
St., Oakland, CA. 94612.

The exhibit at the Rene C. Davidson Courthouse - called
“Through The Bird Dancer’s Window: Community Artist and Class-
room Teachers Give Flight to Students’ Creativity and Understand-
ing” - is the culmination of two years of workshops and perfor-
mances guided by artist Patricia Bulitt, who fashioned a team of
visual artists, educators, environmental activists and children to
capture wildlife and birds of Lake Merritt.

Paul Jacobs, who the Chicago
Tribune has called, “One of the
most supremely gifted young
organist of his generation,” is re-
turning to play the fine Casavant
Freres pipe organ at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Livermore.

He will be performing in Liv-
ermore on Saturday, November
25 at 8 p.m. as part of the Del
Valle Fine Arts concert series.

The program will be
“Sinfonia from Cantata No. 29,”
Johann Sebastian Bach; “Trio
Sonata in G Major, BWV 530,”
J.S. Bach;  “Suite, Op. 5,”
Maurice Durufle; “Fantasia for
Organ,” John Weaver; and “Pre-
lude, Fugue, et Variation, Op.
18,” Cesar Franck.

 The Hartford Courant com-
pares him to organ legends Virgil
Fox and E. Power Biggs.

Now, at age 29, he heads the
Organ Department at Juilliard
and has been acclaimed for his
phenomenal technique, his char-
ismatic stage presence and his
huge and varied repertoire.

According to Vaughn
Ormseth, Producer, Saint Paul
Sunday, American Public Media,
“Jacobs is one of the world’s
great organists, perhaps best
known for his epic performances
of Bach and Messiaen, whose
complete works he’s performed
from memory, beginning to end,
in continuous sequence. Those
are near-mythic feats, to be sure,
but after meeting Paul and lis-
tening to him perform, they now
seem to me as much a sing of his
profound love for the organ and
its music as an expression of his
thrilling musical powers.”

Jacobs made musical history

By Susan Steinberg
My reward for a punishing

drive back from LA was a golden
afternoon: the final performance
of LVO’s “Magic Flute.” It was a
triumph of soloists, ensembles,
and , above all, the musical vi-
sion of conductor Barnaby Palmer.

His overture set the tone and
tempo for a well-paced Mozartean
orchestra that displayed uncom-
monly fine intonation, alternating
solemn seriousness with bub-
bling light-hearted fun. The clever
little musical “conversations”
among different instrumental sec-
tions were especially well-delin-
eated.

Obviously Palmer also worked
diligently as chorus master to
achieve an even, well-blended
sound and admirable enunciation
of the German text, often a weak
point for American singers. All
the principals also handled their
sung German very well, despite
the difficulty of switching in and
out of English for the spoken dia-
logue. Their German had a rare
clarity and expressiveness, mak-
ing the simple words stand out
even without translation.

As Pamina, Heidi Moss ful-
filled both her singing and acting
promise with a pure radiant so-
prano that epitomized the noble
heroine. Her whole-hearted sin-
cerity elevated this above the
mere fairy-tale princess role as she
defended her virtue from the lust-
ful Monostatos and refused to
obey her mother’s command to
murder  the high priest Sarastro.

A particularly fine moment
came as she was caught trying to

The Edlos will present a pro-
gram of holiday music for the
whole family on December 1 in
Pleasanton.

The 8:00 p.m. performance
will take place at The Amador
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road
on the Amador Valley High
School campus in Pleasanton.
The program is part of City of
Pleasanton Civic Arts Presents.

The Edlos, a world class a
cappella quartet, is known for
powerful voices and a broad
comic approach to performing
music from all eras and many
lands.  The Edlos Holiday Show
combines traditional and not-so-
traditional songs with broad ap-
peal to audiences from young
children to seniors.

 Comedy is an integral part of
any show by The Edlos and au-
diences across the country have
found them to be infectiously
funny.  Their use of wigs, hats
and costume changes further en-
hances their entertaining stage
presence.

The San Francisco Examiner
described The Edlos as an “a
cappella quartet
supreme.splendid.magnificent.”.

The group was formed in
1989 by four classically-trained
singers, Craig Knudsen, Eric
Morris, Larry Venza and Avi

at the age of 23 when, on the
250th anniversary of the death
of J. S. Bach in 2000, he played
the composer’s complete organ
music in an 18-hour non-stop
marathon in Pittsburgh.  Today,
Mr. Jacobs is one of America’s
most active organists with per-
formances in North America,
South America, Australia, Asia,
and Europe.  He is also among
the youngest faculty appoint-
ments at The Juilliard School,
where he was named chairman of
the organ department in 2004.

His recording “Paul Jacobs
Plays Bach” (JAV) was listed as
one of the top 10 classical record-
ing of 2004. This unedited re-
cording of Bach masterworks
combines audiophile sound qual-
ity and radiant playing, showcas-
ing the staggering talents of
Jacobs. Among the highlights:
the Trio Sonata in C, which
sparkles with every color of the
rainbow; and the ‘Great’ Fugue
in G minor, which unfolds with
awesome drama and inexorabil-
ity.” (Newsday, New York).

All Del Valle concerts are pre-
sented at the First Presbyterian
Church, 4th and L Streets in Liv-
ermore.

Tickets are $18 general ad-
mission, $16 for full-time college
students and seniors over 62, and
free for students through high
school. Individual tickets will be
available at the door, or in ad-
vance from the Book Oasis in
Livermore or the Towne Center
Books in Pleasanton. More in-
formation is available at
www.delvallefinearts.org or by
calling 447-2752.

escape Sarastro’s realm. Her ter-
rified companion Papagano has
asked her what they can possi-
bly say to avert their captor’s
wrath. Her guileless look and tone
show her soul as she answers
simply: “Die Wahrheit” (the
truth).

Pamina’s counterpart Prince
Tamino (Brian Thorsett)  sang
with a rich and compelling sin-
cerity, thrilling the audience with
the strong ringing notes of his
love declaration and pledge to risk
death for her. His beautiful modu-
lations and floating high notes
were also the textbook model of a
fine Mozartean tenor who is also
warmly human.

And what a pleasure it was to
see two young and good-look-
ing leads close-up and personal,
rather than the  portly middle-
aged singers so common on op-
era house stages!

Even more of a treat was fi-
nally hearing the Queen of the
Night, Shawnette Sulker, who
nailed the death-defying colora-
tura rollercoaster of her First Act
aria in a carefully controlled pre-
sentation. For Act Two, she dis-
played all the emotional fireworks
as well as the stunning vocal ac-
robatics, and truly became the
stage-commanding evil
dominatrix. Even her slight figure
seemed to grow to menacing pro-
portions as she flung out her fi-
nal outraged notes  a real show-
stopper!

 A tough act to follow for the
“good guys” leader Sarastro, but
Roger McCracken sang with the
reassuring mastery of a voice able

to produce the demanding low
bass line and a physical stature
to aptly impress a brash Tamino
and comfort a distressed Pamina.
(Some large priestly regalia and
an appropriate head-dress would
have greatly enhanced his impos-
ing symbolic appearance.)

Simpler musically but much
more demanding in versatility is
the role of Papageno the
birdcatcher. He must begin as the
clownish simpleton who wants to
attract all the pretty females he
can with sweet treats, just as he
captures birds. Suddenly he is
singing a serious duet with
Pamina, hailing the divine ideal
of a perfect married union.

In this role an accomplished
Martin Bell proved not only his
vocal prowess, but also his ex-
pressive acting ability, with body
language and even mugging that
rivaled the deliciously scene-
stealing Monostatos of Michael
Mendelsohn.

The perkiest petite Papagena
in memory, Joanne Um, was a de-
lightful match in voice and high-
spirited acting for her rather
dense mate Papageno. Their
comic “duel” over the   expected
genders of future children was an
especially popular audience-
pleaser.

Unexpected fun in the first act
was the unusually vivid portray-

als of the queen - three ladies,
usually a cookie-cutter trio. Each
of these females had a distinct
personality, ALL with an obvious
yen for the handsome Prince
Tamino.

The words of their verbal spar-
ring are seldom acted out with
such lively and catty realism. The
impishly amorous Kathleen Moss
was a special standout among the
three repressed romantic rivals,
who included Meaghan Todd
and Terry Alvord. Matthew Perry,
Cameron Kurotori, Brandon Yim,
Skyler Jones, and Wyatt Koon,
from the Cantabella Children’s
Chorus added a sweet  soprano
tone as the magical sprites. They
serve to guide the principals to a
happy conclusion and the full-
voiced four-square finale hailing
the emblematic triumph of good
over evil.

The rousing music sent a very
enthusiastic audience out with an
appreciation of LVO’s increasing
professional accomplishment,
and anticipation of their spring
production, “The Mikado.”

Meanwhile, hats off to Pro-
ducer Pauline Krieger and all
those hard-working volunteers
who make such a successful
show possible. Community mem-
bers who’d like to share the fun
in future productions can call 925-
243-1138

Jacobson, who wanted to explore
a wide range of music and musi-
cal styles. Their musical journey
traveled from early Gregorian
chant to bluegrass and country,
from Motown to rock and roll
and, finally, to original compo-
sitions that incorporated ele-
ments of all those genres.

The Edlos tours nationwide
and has performed with such ce-
lebrities as Lou Rawls, Tower of
Power, Ray Charles, and Waylon
Jennings and performs in “The
Lonesome Pines Special” for
PBS. The quartet has recorded
eight CDs (compact discs) on
Auriga Records. Among them are
Retropella, an a cappella journey
back to the psychedelic ’60s.
Their two holiday collections are
WinterSongs and A Cappellan
Christmas.

Advance tickets to The Edlos’
performance are $10, $14, and
$18 for adults, and $6, $10 and
$14 for children.  Tickets may be
purchased online at
www.civicartstickets.org until
1:00 a.m. the day of the perfor-
mance, by phone at (925) 931-
3444, or in person at the Amador
Theater Box Office Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., and for two hours prior to
the performance.  Group sales
discounts are available.

Livermore Wine Country Literary
Harvest, release party on Sat., Nov.
25, noon to 5 p.m at Tenuta Vine-
yards, 633 Kalthoff Commons, Liv-
ermore. Anthology of stories, poems
and creative nonfiction written and
told by People Who Write and Tell
Stories. Information 456-3100 or
4thstreetstudio@pacbell.net.

Auditons Sunol Repetory Theatre for
the performance of the melodrama,
Taming the Wild, Wild West-in a
Dress or Let’s Give the Villain the
Slip by Billy St. John. Auditions will
be held on Thursday evening De-
cember 7 at 7:00pm in the Sunol Glen
School auditorium. Kids as well as
grown-ups who think it’s fun to act
like kids are invited.

Cantabella Children's Chorus, Sat.,
Dec. 8, 2 p.m. Valley Community
Church, 4455 Del Valle Parkway,
Pleasanton. "What Sweeter Music,"
the annual Christmas concert featur-
ing over 200 children's voices and
instrumentalists. Information,
www.cantabella.org; ticket informa-
tion 292-2663.

Auditions - City of Angels, Las Positas
College musical production; Tues.,
Dec. 5 and Wed., Dec. 6, 7 to 10 a.m.
Cast includes eight principal singing/
acting roles, an eight member jazz
chorus and various smaller speaking
roles. Bring a prepared song and
sheet music. Las Positas College, 3033
Collier Canyon Rd., Livermore. For
more information, call 424-1166 or
email kross@laspositascollege.edu.
Performances are March 22-April 8.

Contra Costa Wind Symphony, Duane
Carroll conducts “Winterfest,” a holi-
day concert featuring seasonal fa-
vorites, familiar carols, a new work
celebrating Hanukkah, and a sing-
along, with singers and musical the-
ater artists Keith and Bobbie Barlow.
7:30 p.m. December 11. Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox
Drive, Lafayette. Free admission. In-
formation:  (925) 944-5392,
www.CCWindSymphony.org.

Concert featuring the Amador Valley
High School Wind Ensemble and the
Chabot Wind Symphony will be per-
formed at the Chabot College Per-
forming Arts Center beginning at
7:00 p.m. on Dec. 6. Tickets will be
available at the door.  For directions,
www.chabotcollege.edu/PAC.

Winter Concerts, Amador Valley High
School Music Department presents a
Winter Concert, directed by Mark
Aubel, featuring the AVHS Orches-
tra, Choir and Jazz A Ensemble and
with special guest, the Foothill High
School Chamber Choir. Dec. 18 at
7:30 pm at the Amador Theatre.  On
Dec. 19, the Amador Valley High
School Music Department presents a
Winter Concert, directed by Jon
Grantham, featuring the AVHS Wind
Ensemble, Wind Symphony and
Symphonic Band, as well as the Jazz
B Ensemble.  The concert will begin
at 7:00 pm at the Amador Theatre.
General seating.

Oils by Yiling Zhen, In November,
Lian Zhen’s water colors graced the
walls of the Wente Vineyards Estate
Tasting Room. In December, daugh-
ter Yiling’s evocative oils take their
place. Reception with the artist, Sun.,
Dec. 10, 1 to 3 p.m. Exhibit will be
on display through December 31,
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Estate Win-
ery Tasting Room, open daily, 5565
Tesla Road. For information call 925-
456-2305

Wine, chocolate and appetizers, Aloha
Island Trading Company, Gourmet
Works and Studio 7 provide compli-
mentary appetizers, Livermore wines
and chocolates every Friday through
December 22nd from 6-9 PM.  This
is for the enjoyment of adult shop-
pers.  Music is also offered on most
Fridays.  Aloha Island Trading Com-
pany, Gourmet Works and Studio 7
are located at 400, 410 and 420 Main
Street in downtown Pleasanton (cor-
ner of West Angela and Main).  Check
www.AlohaIslandTradingCompany.com
for the Livermore wineries to be
featured each week.

Auditions, Play It Again Sam, by
Woody Allen. December  18 and 19
at 7:00 p.m.   Auditions will be cold
readings from the script.   Scripts will
be provided at the audition.   Roles are
available for 3 men ages 35 - 55 (1
man plays the role of Humphrey
Bogart)  and for 8 women ages 22 to

Fine Magic Flute Finale

Art by County Youth on Display

Edlos Bring Their Music and
Comedy to Holiday Show

The Edlos will perform a program of holiday music.

Paul Jacobs performs in Livermore.

Organ Program Offers
Variety of Music40.   Production runs March 2 - 18,

2007. For information about audi-
tions visit us on the web at
www.dmtonline.org. The Douglas
Morrisson Theatre 22311 North
Third Street Hayward; (510) 881-
6777.

And Then There Were None, Contra
Costa Civic Theatre production of a
mystery. Nov. 10 through Dec. 9,
Friday and Saturday 8 p.m. and Sun-
day at 2 p.m. 951 Ponoma Ave., El
Cerrito. $18, $11 age 16 and under.
510-524-9132, www.ccct.org.

Gift of Words - Poems for the Iraqi
People,   Sunday, December 3, 1 to
3 p.m. Century House, 2401 Santa
Rita Road, Pleasanton. City of Pleas-
anton Civic Arts presents program
hosted by Poet Laureate Cynthia
Bryant. Cost $5. Information
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/commu-
nity/arts/civic-arts-presents.html or
(925) 931-5350

Worthington Gallery West,  Cuna
Indian Benefit,  December 5-30,
Benefit for the San Blas Medical
Mission through the sale of  colorful
Mola textiles. Proceeds of the sale go
directly to the Mission.  December 1,
7 to 9 p.m., Photographer Sue Evans
Pleasanton Photographer Sue Evans
will be in the gallery. December 8,  7
to p.m, Pleasanton Jewelry Designer
Kim Pace will be in the gallery for a
trunk show.  December 15, 7 to 9
p.m., Bracelets by Ruth Van Slyke -
bracelets made with vintage buttons,
buckles and ribbons. All Friday night
events free to the public; seasonal
refreshments. 739-J Main St., Pleas-
anton,  (925) 485-1183
www.worthingtongallerywest.com.
Tues. - Sat. 10:30- 5:30.

Jim Gamble’s puppets will perform
the “The Nutcracker” at the Amador
Theater, Friday, December 8,  at 7:30
p.m.  The Amador Theater, 1155
Santa Rita Road,  Pleasanton. City of
Pleasanton Civic Arts Presents will
host. Master puppeteer Jim Gamble
will present a captivating marionette
performance of “The Nutcracker,”
tracing the original classic ballet story
and utilizing the enchanting music of
Tchaikovsky. Advance tickets are
$10, $14, and $18 for adults, and $6,
$10 and $14 for children.  Tickets
may be purchased online at
www.civicartstickets.org until 1:00
a.m. the day of the performance, by
phone at (925) 931-3444, or in per-
son at the Amador Theater Box Of-
fice Monday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., and for two hours
prior to the performance.  Group
discounts are available.

Concerto Competition, Prometheus
Symphony Orchestra for Bay Area
string, wind and percussion players
age 18 or younger. Competition is
Tues., Jan. 30, 2007 at Zion Lutheran
Church, Piedmont. The winner will
perform with the orchestra on Sun.,
March 25, 2007 and will receive a
$150 award. Application deadline is
Jan. 20, 2007. Applications are avail-
able by calling 447-3659 or on-line
at www.prometheussymphony.org.

All-Star Musical Variety Program,
“Happy Holidays and All That Jazz,”
includes silent auction. Benefiting
the Young Actors’ Theatre Camp
Scholarship Fund. Hosted by cabaret
star Samantha Samuels. Sat., Dec. 2.
Silent auction 7 p.m., show 8 p.m.
Center  for the Arts, 1601  Civic
Drive, Walnut  Creek. General ad-
mission $25; seniors and youth $23;
children 12 and under and groups of
10 or more, $20 per person. Tickets
and information at (925) 943-SHOW.
The Young  Actors’ Theatre Camp
(www.youngactorstheatrecamp.com),
held at  Camp Arroyo in Livermore,
is a 6 day, 5 night  intensive theatre
training congress  specially designed
for young actors between the ages of
10-18 years old.
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LEGAL NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387035

The following person (s) doing
business as Interior Doors Di-
rect, 4536 Las Lomitas Dr.,
Pleasanton, CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Brad Boldrini,4536 Las
Lomitas Dr., Pleasanton, CA
94566
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Brad Boldrini
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 23, 2006.
Expires October 23, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2071. Publish November 2, 9,
16, 23, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387054

The following person (s) doing
business as Wagner and Son,
2405 Wedgewood Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550 is hereby reg-

istered by the following owner
(s):
June Bedford Interprises, Inc.,
2405 Wedgewood Way, Liv-
ermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted
by:a corporation
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on 3/28/
2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:June Bedford
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 23, 2006.
Expires October 23, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2073. Publish November 2, 9,
16, 23, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387609

The following person (s) do-
ing business as JAES Con-
struction, 1347 Marigold Rd.,
Livermore, CA 94551 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Jason Edeal, 1347 Marigold
Rd., Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the

fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jason Edeal
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 6, 2006.
Expires November 6, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2074. Publish November 9, 16,
23, 30, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 386382

The following person (s) do-
ing business as Royal Carpet
Care, 5211 Sundance Dr., Liv-
ermore, CA 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s);
Patrick S. Roberts, 5211
Sundance Dr., Livermore, CA
94551
Nitaya S. Roberts, 5211
Sundance Dr., Livermore, Ca
94551
This business is conducted
by:a limited partnership
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Patrick S. Roberts and
Nitaya S. Roberts

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 6, 2006.
Expires October 6, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2075. Publish November 2, 9,
16, 23, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387245

The following person (s) do-
ing business as Sunshine Ac-
cessories, 2965 Moreno Ave.,
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Gina Marie Baronian, 2965
Moreno Ave., Pleasanton, CA
94588
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Gina Marie Baronian
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 27, 2006.
Expires October 27, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2076. Publish November 9, 16,
23, 30, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387246

The following person (s) do-
ing business as Hairtini, 202B
South “L” Street, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Thia Pilar, 624 Shelley Street,
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Thia Pilar
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 27, 2007.
Expires October 27, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2077. Publish November 9, 16,
23, 30, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387019

The following person (s) do-
ing business as BeeBash, 943
Hazel Street, Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Marriaha Eden McDonald,
943 Hazel Street, Livermore,
CA 94550

This business is conducted
by:an individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name of
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Marriaha McDonald
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on October 23, 2006.
Expires October 23, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2078. Publish November 9, 16,
23, 30, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 387963

The following person (s) do-
ing business as Steel Creek
Consulting, 1756 Valley of The
Moon Rd., Livermore, CA
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Scott R. Rohe, 1756 Valley of
The Moon Rd., Livermore, CA
94550
This business is conducted
by:an individual
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 14, 2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Scott Rohe
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 14,
2006. Expires November 14,
2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2079. Publish November 23,
30, December 7, 14, 2006.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 387838-387841
The following person (s) do-
ing business as 1) The Crush
2)Wooden Turtle Productions
3)Beyond Technology 4)Hid-
den Creek Wine, 1249 Quarry
Lane Ste 140, Pleasanton, CA
94566 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Waldorf Conceptions LLC,
1249 Quarry Lane Ste 140,
Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted
by:limited liability company
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on Novem-
ber 9, 2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:James Frost
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on November 9, 2006.
Expires November 9, 2011.
The Independent Legal No.
2080. Publish November 23,
30, December 7, 14, 2006.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. VG06290407
SUPERIOR COURT OF

CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
5672 Stoneridge Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94588

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:
1. Petitioner: Christine Nicole
Tatro filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows:
Present Name:
Christine Nicole Tatro
Proposed Name: Harmony
Nichol
2.THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this mat-
ter shall appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
NOTICE OF HEARING
a. Date: 1/09/2007 Time:
2:00PM Dept: 707
b. The address of the court is:
5672 Stoneridge Drive, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588
3.a. A copy of this Order To
Show Cause shall be pub-
lished at least once each week
for four consecutive weeks
prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general
circulation, printed in the
county:
The Independent
Dated: September 22, 2006
/s/:Jacob Blea III
Judge Of  The Superior Court
The Independent Legal No.
2072. Published November 9,
16, 23, 30, 2006.

ANIMALS/PETS
1) CATS/DOGS

Adopt a new best friend:
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue, offers animals for
adoption every Saturday and
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  On Saturdays from 9:30
am to 1:00 pm, both dogs and
cats are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets.  Two lo-
cations will showcase cats
only: Petsmart in Dublin from
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet Food
Express in Livermore from
1:00 to 4:00.  On Sundays, cats
are available at Petsmart in
Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, and
Petco in San Ramon from
11:00 to 3:00.    For more infor-
mation, call TVAR at (925) 803-
7043 or visit our website at
www.tvar.org

1) CATS/DOGS

FOUND Grey & White Male Kit-
ten w/Red Collar & Bell. Near
Orloff Ct. Pleasanton. Call 925
484-5725

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at  925
426-8656.

2)PETS

Border Collie pups ready
for your home. Love to
play and cuddle with kids

 (510)414-6567.

3) FREE/GIVEAWAY

FREE Portable Basketball
Stand Good condition Call
925 447-5472 Livermore U-
Haul

FREE Cardboard Boxes. All
Sizes Call 925 447-8215

This section is a no charge
classified section. Call  925
243-8000 ask for Barbara

LOST & FOUND
4) LOST/FOUND

FOUND in Livermore Man’s
Ring. Call to describe for
identification 925 960-0995

Lost an family pet? Found an
animal?  Free Section. Call
Barbara 925 243-8000 to let
46,000 households know!

AUTOS/MOTOR CYCLES/RV/
SUV’S/TRUCKS
7)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR to the
Original 1-800-Charity Cars!
Full retail value deduction if
we provide your car to a strug-
gling family. Call1-800-CHAR-
ITY. (1-800-242-7489)
www.800CharityCars.org
(CAL*SCAN)

DONATE VEHICLE, running or
not ACCEPTED! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Noahs Arc -
Support No Kill Shelters, Ani-
mal Rights, Research to Ad-
vance Veterinary Treatment/
Cures. 1-866-912-GIVE.
(CAL*SCAN)

9) USED AUTOS

SELL YOUR USED CAR HERE.
Call Barbara  at  925-243-
8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS NEEDED for el-
der care. Light housekeeping
errands transportation meal
prep personal care. Please fax
resume 925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do
you earn $800 in a day? Your
own local candy route. In-
cludes 30 machines and
candy. All for $9,995.
MultiVend, LLC 880 Grand
Blvd. Deer Park, NY 11729. 1-
888-625-2405. (CAL*SCAN)

START YOUR OWN Land-
scape Curbing Business -
High Demand. Low
Overheads. High Profit. Train-
ing Available. Priced from
$12,000. 1-800-667-5372.
w w w. E d g e M a s t e r . n e t
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

Put your ad here! Call
Barbara at 925 243-8000

today or go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit

Card for Classified and
Display Ads.

68)HAIR SERVICES

Stylists & Salon Manage-
ment. Great wage, bo-
nuses, benefits. Lowe’s
Livermore Great Clips. Call
Carleigh (877) 631-4995

70)HANDYMAN/DRIVER

Senior Lady badly in need
of permanent P/T Handy-
man (Yardwork). Occasional
driver for errands & Misc.
Call  925 449-9568.

71) HELP WANTED

TERRA MIA
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

4040 East Ave.
LIVERMORE 94550

**********
Wanted

Dining Room Hostess
And

Experienced Food
Servers

Knowledge of Italian
Cuisine

Is preferred.
Please bring your resume
and contact FRANCESCO

or email:
 info@terramiarestaurant.com

Receptionist/
 Administration

Part-time - every other
weekend.

Answer multi-line phone,
Greet visitiors,

knowledge of PC
$10/hour - Livermore

FAX Resume
(925) 443-1904

Place your ad in the Indepen-
dent classifieds, call 243-
8000.

GOOD NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS
Place your ad online at www.independentnews.com

BULLETIN BOARDOBITUARIES
Terence C. Selna

Terence C. Selna died Novem-
ber 14, 2006. He was 60.

He is survived by his wife Joan
Selna, children, Brian Selna
(Rebecca), Jennifer Lefteroff
(Tracy), and Susanne DeStefano
(Robert), a brother James Selna
(Harriet), his father-in-law and
mother-in-law Mel and Virginia
Gianola, a nice, Christine Selna,
and nine grandchildren

A Mass celebrating Terry’s life
was held November 17 at St.
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church
in Pleasanton. A reception fol-
lowed.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to a charity of
choice.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

George Willis
George Willis died Nov. 14,

2006 in Pleasanton. He was 73.
The native of Sacramento had

lived in Pleasanton for 2 years.
Prior to that he had lived in Fre-
mont for over 20 years. His
hobby was NASCAR.

He is survived by his sons Ri-
chard (Debbie) Willis of Union
City and Robert (Terry) Willis of
Pleasanton, a brother, Loren
Willis, and grandchildren,
Michelle Bice of Florida and Ri-
chard and Kristi Willis of Union
City. He was preceded in death
by a daughter, Kathy Willis.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

George H. Famariss
Longtime Livermore rancher

George H. Famariss passed away
Nov. 5, 2006 following an ex-
tremely bad fall at his ranch. He
was 83.

George grew up in Livermore
and attended Townsend County
School, Fifth Street School and
Livermore High School. After
graduating, he was drafted into
the First Marines. He fought at
Guadalcanal and other Pacific Is-
lands. He finished his tour of duty
in Tiensen, China. After two years
in the First Marines, he returned
to his ranch where he spent the
rest of his life.

He is survived by a brother,
Richard Famariss and a niece,

Sandra Baird.
A memorial service will be

held at 11 a.m. on November 28
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833
East Ave., Livermore.

Jim T. Shepard
Jim T. Shepard died Novem-

ber 17, 2006 at ValleyCare Medi-
cal Center in Pleasanton. He was
63.

The native of Riverside, CA
had lived in Livermore for 40
years. He owned and operated
First Street Shell and Towing in
Pleasanton for 30 years. During
the holidays, he would dress up
as Santa and hand out toys to
customers’ kids and play Santa
Claus for neighbors. He was
known for his jokester personal-
ity. He enjoyed fishing and
spending time with family and
friends. Jim and two Shitzu pup-
pies that he loved very much,
Goofy and Bruiser. After retire-
ment, he helped his wife Kay run
her coffee shop at Kaiser, Liver-
more.

He is survived by his wife Kay
Shepard, sons Richard Shepard
of Tracy, Robert Alford of
Copperopolis, and Mike Alford
of Chicago, IL, a sister Sharla
Gooch of California, and a
brother Larry Mack of Stockton,
and his puppies, Goofy and
Bruiser.

Funeral services were held
Nov. 21 in Livermore.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Dorothy M. Perry
Dorothy M. Perry died No-

vember 17, 2006 in Livermore.
She was 89.

The native of San Francisco
had lived in Livermore for 11
years.

She is survived by daughters
Teeme Calderon and Debra
Lopez of San Leandro, a son,
Thomas McClure, and her friends
Timothy Norwood and Patty
Manzanares of Livermore, as well
as several grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her son
Bobby Perry.

Funeral services will be held
at 7:30 p.m. on Fri., Nov. 24 at
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East
Ave., Livermore.

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Ohlone Audubon Chapter meets Dec.
5, 7:30 p.m. at Pleasanton Middle School,
500 Case Ave., Pleasanotn. This will be a
member slide show/Christmas cookie ex-
change - 1/2 hr. program to be determined.

E-waste recycling, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, December 2, at the Elks Lodge, 940
Larkspur Dr. Livermore. Computer moni-
tors, TVs, Cell Phones and Ink Jet cartridges
will be accepted free, other items may be
discarded for a small fee. The proceeds will
go to support the Livermore Pleasanton Elks
Lodge charitable works. The discarded mate-
rial will be recycled in accordance with state
law. Checks should be made out to “ELKS”.
(Check with your tax adviser) for donation
qualification. Recycling is required by the
State of California, and recycling helps the
environment. This is a one day, rain or shine
event. For full information, contact Charles
Landmesser at 510.590.7510, Terry Cotteleer
at 630.272.1776 or the Lodge at 925.455.8829

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Nov. 25, 24 miles Franklin
Canyon and Scenic Drive, meet 10 a.m. at
Pleasant Hill Community Center, Randy
Huey, 679-0375. Sun., Nov. 26, 34 miles
San Ramon to Walnut Creek, meet 10 a.m.
at Central Park, Peter Rathmann, 828-1973.
Wed., Nov. 28, 38 miles Benicia via Fairfield
and Green Valley to the Rockville Cafe, meet
10 a.m. at Matthew Turner Park, Edith
Norby, 707-748-1508. Anyone planning to
go on a ride is asked to call the leader for
details on where to meet and what to bring.

Fine Arts and Crafts Boutique, Thurs.,
Nov. 30, 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. Bothwell Arts
Center, 2466 9th St., Livermore. Children's
activity table, jewelry, candles, miniatures,
handpainted ornaments and wine glasses,
fused glass, mosaic, collage, fine art paint-
ings, photography, scarves and more. All
items are handmade.

Life Planning for Women - your op-
tions and what it may cost," is the topic for
the Nov. 30 meeting of the Livermore Valley
Business and Professional Women. Public
welcome to attend the dinner meeting at
Nordstrom Cafe in Stoneridge Mall, Pleas-
anton, at 6 p.m. or the program at 7 p.m. Nona
Belous, financial advisor, will be the guest
speaker. Reservations required. Call Mona at
829-3505 by Nov. 27. Cost is $18 with
dinner, $5 for program.

CARE/CalWorks Holiday Party,
hosted by Las Positas College. The program
provides assistance to welfare recipients at the
college as they pursue job training and
education. Providing gift cards for these
families or making a cash donation can help
the low-income students and their children.
Contributions collected at two locations:
CalWorks Office, Building 900 or the Taco
Club, Building 100. Cash or check donations
should be given directly to the CalWorks
office. Gift card donations will be given to the
families at a holiday party on Fri., Dec. 15.
For additional information, contact Kim-
berly at 424-1459, or
ktomlinson@laspositascollege.edu.

Livermore Library Board, meets 7
p.m. Thurs., Nov. 30 at the Civic Center
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior to
the meeting.

34th annual Crab Feed and Dance,
hosted by the Livermore Knights of Colum-
bus Council #4588 on Sat., Jan. 6 at St.
Michael's Hall, 3rd and Maple Streets, Liv-
ermore. Menu includes crab, pasta, salad and
cake. Social hour 5 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m.,

music and dancing 8 to 11:30 p.m. Live
music by Open Road. Tickets $35 per person
until Dec. 21 and $40 per person after Dec.
21. For more ticket information, contact
Michael and Cecilia Valent, 455-9420; Manny
and Chris Figueiredo, 455-0543; or Jake and
Angel Raposa, 449-1278.

Holiday Boutique, hosted by Liver-
more Valley Charter School, 543 Sonoma
Ave., Livermore on Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the children’s craft center. Free
admission. Featuring a host of merchandise
created by talented local Artisans including
Bree Trostrud, Trice Cunningham, Bee
Thoughtful Gift Baskets, Bill’s Daily Grind,
Children’s Books, Christmas Floral, Crafts
by Mercy, Home Décor/Staging Consultant,
Inspired Designs Jewelry, La tida Baby,
Mezaroma Aromatherapy, Monica’s Jew-
elry, Paper Artichoke, Piano Tinker, Sugar
Magnolia Cakes and Baked Goods, Twin
Stitches Embroidery, Artisan Marshmal-
lows, Princess Dresses, Roxiebaby Children’s
Accessories, Rozalia Handcrafts, Up Town
Girls Fashion, Woodworking by Anita Mar-
tin, and more. Direct Sales companies such
as Arbonne Int’l, Beauti Control, Close To
My Heart, Cookie Lee, Creative Memories,
Homemade Gourmet, Longaberger Baskets,
Pampered Chef, PartyLite, Mary Kay, South-
ern Living, Tastefully Simple, and The Body
Shop at Home will also be there. For more
information contact Julie Snyder at 925-371-
6515 or rjjsnyder@comcast.net

Holiday workshop, Sat., Dec. 2, 1 to
4 p.m. Dublin Heritage Center, 6600 Donlon
Way, Dublin. Make crafts from pinecones,
oranges and spices, listen to holiday music.
Gingerbread and hot cider served. $3 for
children and $5 adults, includes craft supplies
and refreshments. 833-6645.

Breakfast with Santa, Sat., Dec. 9,
Dublin Senior Center, 8:30 a.m. or 10 a.m.
seatings. $6 residents, $7 nonresidents. In-
cludes pancakes, sausage, fruit, mile and
coffee. Proceeds benefit the Dublin High
School marching band. Information, 833-
6645.

Christmas boutique,. Joe Michell El-
ementary will host 3rd Annual Christmas
Boutique. 1001 Elaine Avenue, Livermore,
December 2, 2006. 9am-2pm. Food and
Beverage available for purchase. Additional
information contact (925) 454-1406.

Christmas Dinner, Rotary Club of
Pleasanton will host seniors at the 25th
annual Christmas Dinner on Sun., Dec. 10,
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.
Doors open 2:15 p.m., dinner at 3 p.m.
Entertainment. Free to Pleasanton seniors.
For information, call 931-5365. Ticket dis-
tribution will be Tues., Nov. 30 beginning
at 10 .a.m. Only one ticket per senior. Proof
of residency is required. Bring spouses ID to
pick up one additional ticket.

Public Employees Association, Tri-
Valley Chapter 075, Christmas Party will
be held Thurs., Dec. 7, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Emil Villa's Hickory Pit, 3054 Pacific Ave.,
Livermore. Brunch charge is $5 per person.
Please bring a wrapped Christmas ornament
to be raffled off during the party. Door prizes.
For information and reservations, contact
Bob at 845-6563 or Jan at 447-9549.

San Ramon Newcomers, luncheon Dec.
14 at Barones Restaurant in Pleasanton.
11:30 a.m. social, noon lunch. For informa-
tion, call 735-3508 or go to http://
newcomers.home.comcast.net.

Holiday Lights Tour, Hop onto the
Holiday Bus for a tour of festively decorated
homes in the Pleasanton area. Sing along to
favorite Christmas Carols. Cookies and hot
cocoa will be provided. Please sign up early
as space is limited at the Pleasanton Senior
Center located at 5353 Sunol Blvd, 931-
5365. Date: Thursday, December 14, from
6:30 pm to 9:30 pm. Cost: $6.00 for residents

or $7.00 non-residents.
Pure Girls Holiday Window Model-

ing Party - Dec. 2nd. The party starts by
watching the downtown Holiday Parade from
box seats in front of the store. Dinner and
dessert will be served and then helpers will
be around to show the latest modeling poses.
The event is for girls age 6+ and lasts from
5:30 - 8:30 pm. $35/girl or bring a friend for
$5 off, plus a gift to each girl who brings a
soccer ball to benefit the KICK project.
Reservations at 925-485-4380 or 660 Main
Street, Downtown Pleasanton.

 Teachers, Interested in teaching, shar-
ing a special talent? Livermore Adult Educa-
tion is looking for community members who
have talents and training which may qualify
them to teach a class. Dance, Tai Chi, Floral
Design, Fitness, or suggest a class. Please
call 925-606-4722 or stop by 1401 Almond
Ave. in Livermore.

Mini Cheer Camp, presented by Foot-
hill Falcon Competition Cheerleaders for
grades K-6. Sat., Dec. 2, at Foothill, 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Fee $45, payable to
Foothill High School, includes class, certifi-
cate, lunch and t-shirt. The nationally ranked
Foothill High Competition Cheer squads
will teach new moves, dances and cheers.
Space is limited. For registration informa-
tion contact Kim DeJoy at 426-2374 or
kdejoyfhscheer@comcast.net, or Suzanne
Oliveira at 510-226-8832 or
suz96GT@aol.com.

Support group for caregivers of aging
relatives, A free support group/ class is being
offered to meet the needs of members of the
“sandwich generation,” who are caring for
infirm parents, grandparents, and other fam-
ily members. The students will receive infor-
mation and learn about helpful resources as
well as get emotional support from each
other. The class is being held in Room 801,
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 Case Av-
enue, Pleasanton, from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
on every other Tuesday evenings, November
28, and December 12. Students are invited to
join at any time. Ruth Gasten, class facilita-
tor, is an experienced adult educator, who
cared for her mother until her death at age 94.
To register call Amador Valley Adult School
at (925) 426-4280 or visit them at
www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us/adulted.

Laughter Yoga at Dublin Senior Cen-
ter, ongoing Mondays, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. $5
drop-in okay. All ages welcome. Informa-
tion, 390-4105.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth

Street, Livermore, has worship services on
Sundays at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the
sanctuary, located at 4th and L Streets. Adult
Bible study is at 9 a.m. and Sunday school
is held at 10:30 a.m. For details, call (925)
447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 a.m.
Children's classes during adult worship ser-
vice. AWANA children's program Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-
ValleyBibleChurch.com.

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco
Rd., Livermore. Topic for Nov. 26 is "Emp-
tying into Riches, A Lesson of the Season,:
Rev. Eric Meter speaking. Information 447-
8747.

Asbury United Methodist Church,
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a..m Sun-
day worship. Information 447-1950.

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Ne-
vada Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055.

Pleasanton Presbyterian Church, 4300
Mirador Dr., Pleasanton. Two Sunday wor-
ship services: 8:30 a.m. service will have a
classic emphasis and nursery care for children
under 3 will be provided. The 10:15 a.m.

service will have a contemporary emphasis
and nursery care, as well as Sunday school
classes for preschool through high school age
children will be provided. For more info, call
the church office at 846-4436.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656
Alisal St., Pleasanton. Sunday school 9:30
a.m., worship with Pastor Glenn Matlock at
10:30 a.m. (nursery for both Sunday school
and worship); children's church (age 3-12) at
11:15 a.m.; women's Bible study, Wed. at 10
a.m., Wed. evening programs; choir 7:15
p.m (boys and girls mission club K-6).;
seniors 55 Plus meet Thursdays 7 p.m.
Information 846-8650.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated
with the Congress of Secular Jewish Organi-
zations (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or
EastBaySecularJews.org.

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liv-
ermore, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday
and at 7:30 p.m. on the second Sunday of each
month. Sunday School for students (ages 3-
20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The
church and reading room are located at third
and N Streets. The Reading Room, which is
open to the public, features books, CDs and
magazines for sale. For information, call
(925) 447-2946.

Sunset Community Church, 2200
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship
service at 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Derek
Meekins. Nursery and children's church pro-
vided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday of
each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information,
call 447-6282.

Third Friday Night Labyrinth Walks,
7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Open to the public, the
walk takes place on the 11-circuit Chartres-
style labyrinth in the courtyard, accessible
from the 4th St. entrance. The walks are
enhanced by candlelight and include medita-
tive music. If you would like more informa-
tion about these walks or about labyrinths in
general, please contact Judy Hughes, laby-
rinth facilitator, 925-485-2524, or the church
office, 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Unity Church meets at the
Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional St., Dublin.
Sunday service and children’s school at 10
a.m. Ongoing classes and groups. Special
Thanksgiving Day service, 10:00 a.m. All are
welcome. Rev. Mary Anne Harris, minister.
Call (925) 829-2733 or visit
www.trivalleyunity.com.

Advent Evening of Reflection and
Concert on Friday, December 1st at 7:30 -
9:30 pm at St. Charles Borromeo, 1315
Lomitas Ave., Livermore. The Community
of St. Charles invites all families of all ages
to come and quiet their pre-Christmas, fren-
zied, life with music and reflection. Perform-
ing will be Sr. Rebecca Shinas. A candle light
procession by the children and liturgical
dancers will open the evening. Sr. Rebecca
Shinas, O.P. is the Adult Spiritual Forma-
tion coordinator at St. Simon’s Parish in Los
Altos. She is a spiritual director and pub-
lished musician. Refreshments to follow in
the Borromeo Hall. This is the part of a year
long adult education series presented by
L.I.F.E. (Lessons in Faith Experience) A $5
free-will donation will be accepted. For more
information contact Julie at 925-447-4549 or
e-mail at upcatholic@aol.com.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, Pleas-
anton, 6656 Alisal St. Sunday school for all
ages 9:30 a.m., worship service 10:30 a.m.
(nursery for both Sunday school and wor-
ship), children's church program, age 3-12,
11:15 a.m. Singles and young married home
Bible study Monday 7:30 p.m. (call for
address). Women's Bible study Wednesday
10 a.m. Information, call the church office,
846-8650.
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COORDINATE EXCHANGE
PROGRAM! International
High School Exchange Pro-
gram seeks enthusiastic coor-
dinators and ESL instructors.
Develop exciting short-term
programs for international stu-
dents.1-800-333-3802 x 238
LCE@ASSE.com (CAL*SCAN)

CABLE/LINE INSTALLER.
Learn to install, maintain, re-
pair interior comm. systems.
No experience req’d. To age
34 w/H.S. diploma. Call 1-800-
345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

Place your ad here call
Barbara 925 243-8000 or

go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit

Card for Classified and
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVER - EXPERIENCED &
Trainees Needed. Earn up to
$40k+next year. No experi-
ence required. $0 down. CDL
Training Available. Central Re-
frigerated 1-800-521-9277
x4779. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - GORDON TRUCK-
ING - Get Paid for Your Experi-
ence - Up to 10 Years! Sign-On
Bonus! Start up to $.41 per
mile! No-Down Payment
Lease Purchase Program. 1-
8 8 8 - 8 3 2 - 6 4 8 4 .
www.GordonTrucking.com
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: Don’t Just Start Your
Career, Start It Right! Com-
pany Sponsored CDL training
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have
CDL? Tuition Reimburse-
ment! wgreen@crst.com 1-
800-781-2778. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: TAKE CARE of your
Family. Join ours. Consistent
miles, regional and dedicated
runs. Company paid Commer-
cial Drivers License training.
www.Swift Trucking.Jobs.com
1-866-476-6828. EOE.
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER YOUR CHOICE: Temp
Control, Team Expedited ($5k
sign-on bonus). Dedicated
(guaranteed miles), Regional
(home weekly), Solos, Teams,
CDL-A Grads, L/P, O/O, Cov-
enant Transport 866-684-
2519 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

ATTENTION CDL TRUCK Driv-
ers. Think more!... More miles,
more money, more hometime.
Call McKelvey today 1-800-
410-6255. (CAL*SCAN)

SHERMAN BROTHERS Truck-
ing needs Owner Operators
and Company Drivers. Great
Hometime. Great Pay. Sign-on
Bonus. Call today 1-800-457-
1459 www.Drive4SBI.com
(CAL*SCAN)

OTR DRIVERS DESERVE more
Pay and more hometime! $.41/
mi. -1 year experience. More
experience makes more!
Home weekends! Run our
western region! Heartland
Express 1-800-441-4953.
www.HeartlandExpress.com
(CAL*SCAN)

ATTN: DRIVERS /O/Ops: Don’t
Miss This Opportunity: Start up
to $.39cpm, BCBS Insurance,
Guaranteed Home Time! In-
centive Pay for Hazmat! $1,500
Sign-On Bonus +250 Orienta-
tion Pay! Class A-CDL, req. 1-
8 6 6 - 3 2 6 - 6 1 6 8
w w w . M a r t e n . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

80)HELP WANTED SALES

A National Sport and Fashion
firm has immediate openings
for sharp energetic people.
Make great money and see
the USA. Must be 18. Call 1-
877-646-5050. (CAL*SCAN)

SALES/SALES MANAGERS/
No-Fee Distributors. $9K Wk
High/ $100k Yr. $1 Million Yr/
Future. 2-3 Pre-Set Leads
Daily-Overrides/ Bonuses/
Managers. Not Multi-Level. 1-
800-233-9978. (CAL*SCAN)

95)RETAIL

Retail Merchandiser
FGX International seeks P/
T merchandiser in Liver-
more. 15 hrs per month.
Send resume to:
Jsmith@FGXI.com or 1-
800-283-3090 x 2422.

MERCHANDISE
120)EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY
$2,990.00..Convert your logs
to Valuable Lumber with your
own Norwood portable band
sawmill. Log skidders also
a v a i l a b l e .
www.norwoodindustries.com
Free Information: 1-800-578-
1363 x300-N (CAL*SCAN)

123)GARAGE/RUMMAGE/
YARD SALES

Your garage sale ad can go
here. Rain or Shine! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD/YARD ITEMS

Spa Cover / Brand New
Wholesale Cost $266.44

Box Never Opened
Brown - Standard Skirt
6’ 3” (74 inches round)

Sparkle Pool
Call (925) 577-7111

Place your household items
here for sale. Call

925 243-8000 or go on-line
at

www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit

Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

128)MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

POWER WHEELCHAIRS and
SCOOTERS at little or no cost
to seniors/disabled with Medi-
care, MediCal or Insurance.
Free Delivery, Training and
Warranty. ProHealth Mobility.
1 - 8 7 7 - 7 4 0 - 4 9 0 0 .
www.ProHealthMobility.com
(CAL*SCAN)

130)MISC. FOR SALE

DIRECTV SATELLITE TELEVI-
SION, Free equipment, Free 4
room installation, free HD or
DVR receiver upgrade after re-
bate. Great programming
packages from $29.99/mo.
Call 1-800-379-6099.
(CAL*SCAN)

I LOST 9LBS FOR 3
WEEKS! Dr Recom-
mended 30 Day Money
Back Guarantee
www.AnBeauty.net

134) STEEL BUILDINGS

STEEL BUILDINGS.End of Year
Factory Specials.  40x60’ to
200x300. Must clear out inven-
tory. Rigid 1-800-658-
2885.(CAL*SCAN)

SPECIAL BUILDING SALE...
“Don’t Miss It!” December de-
livery or deposit holds til spring.
2 5 ’ x 4 0 ’ x 1 2 ’ = $ 4 8 0 0 .
40’x60’x16’=$12,800. Front
end optional. Other sizes avail-
able. Pioneer 1-800-668-
5422. (CAL*SCAN)

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weight Loss Program
Visit

lahealthnutrition.com or
for more information,

e-mail:
lahealthnutrition@gmail.com

152) MISCELLANEOUS

Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. Serves Valley resi-
dents with emphasis on those
with low income. The center
has general medical ser-
vices, family planning, well
baby, prenatal and maternity
programs, social services,
blood pressure checks, WIC
food supplement programs,
premarital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755

$22,000 - LOVE PREG-
NANCY? Become a Surro-
gate! Make dreams come
true. Carry someone else’s
baby who can’t without help.
Professional agency to sup-
por t your journey.
www.SurrogateWeb.com 1-
800-877-4438. (CAL*SCAN)

156) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your
contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed
persons taking jobs less than
$500 must state in their ad-
vertisements that they are not
licensed by the Contractors
State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE

163) HOMES /MOBILES
FOR SALE

“FOR SALE WITH OWNER”
HOMES

 Help-U-Sell Tri-Valley
See our website for our com-
plete list of Open Homes, with
addresses, prices, owners’
phone numbers etc.
www.helpuselltrivalley.com
925-484-1000

166) LAND/LOTS/ACREAGE

A DREAM FIND - 20 Acres -
Reduced $89,900. Near
Tehachapi. Fresh mountain
air and picture perfect views.
Streams and oaks. Ideal for
horses, country getaway, or
to buy and hold. Financing.
Call owner 1-888-821-5253.
(CAL*SCAN)

COLORADO FALL RANCH
Sale Starting At Only
$29,900! Spectacular views!
Rolling fields. Elec/Tele in-
cluded. Excellent financing.
Call Now. 1-866-696-5262.
(CAL*SCAN)

20 ACRE RANCHES. Repos-
sessions. Near booming El
Paso, Texas. $13,500, $500
down/$135 monthly. (10%/
216 months) Roads in, sur-
veyed. No qualifying. Free
maps/pictures. Sunset
Ranches. 1-800-343-9444.
(CAL*SCAN)

1ST TIME OFFERED - 40
acres - $39,900; 80 acres -
$69,900. Near Moses Lake,
easy access off 1-90. Mix of
rolling hills and rock
outcroppings. Excellent
views, private gravel roads,
ground water and sunshine!
Financing available. Call
WALR 1-866-585-5687.
(CAL*SCAN)

SO. COLORADO LOG HOME
Only $169,900! 35 Acres
Spectacular Rocky Mountain
Views! County road access
elec/tele to property. Call to-
day! 1-866-696-5263.
(CAL*SCAN)

174)OUT OF STATE

ARIZONA - BELOW MARKET.
36AC - $259,900. Wickenburg
area. Stunning ranch with
amazing views. Diverse topog-
raphy, abundant ground wa-
ter. Great for horses, private
retreat or buy & hold. Subdi-
vidable. E-Z terms. Call AZLR
1-866-516-4868. (CAL*SCAN)

GULF FRONT LOTS $595k.
Homes starting mid-$300k.
New master planned ocean
front community on beautiful
Mustang Island, near Corpus
Christi, TX.
www.CinnamonShore.com, 1-
866-554-5758. (CAL*SCAN)

WYOMING RANCH DIS-
PERSAL 35 acres - $49,900;
50 acres - $59,900.
Snowcapped mountain views.
Surrounded by gov’t land.
Abundant wildlife. Recre-
ational paradise. Low taxes. EZ
Terms. Call Utah Ranches,
LLC. 1-888-703-5263.
(CAL*SCAN)

ARIZONA’S - BEST BARGAIN
36AC - $59,900. Perfect for pri-
vate retreat. Endless views,
beautiful setting w/fresh moun-
tain air. Abundant wildlife. Se-
cluded with good access. Fi-
nancing available. Call AZLR
1-877-301-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

CHEROKEE VILLAGE, AR-
KANSAS! 2 Championship
Golf Courses, 7 Lakes, Full
service Marina, 2 hours NW
Memphis, Tennessee. Lots
starting at $3995. Mike: 1-800-
8 5 0 - 4 5 7 6
www.CherokeeVillageLand4Sale.com
(CAL*SCAN)

BEACH FRONT LAND
$199,000. Opportunity of a
lifetime. Build a beach house
or hold for investment. Crystal
Beach, Texas. 1-877-983-
6600. (CAL*SCAN)

$295,000 WEST HAWAII. New
3/2 single family home, 2-car
garage, solar water. Tax cred-
its available. Golf community. 4
left. Hurry! www.Hawaii6.com
(CAL*SCAN)

179)MFGT/MOBILE HOMES

MANUFACTURED/MOBILE/
MODULAR/Park Homes. Factory
Direct from $17,900. Save $1,000’s.
Factory Tours Daily, Floor Plans
and More online at
www.ModularExpo.com or call 1-
800-889-8548. (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
180)BUSINESS SERVICES

GREAT WEBSITES $9.99/
MONTH, includes design,

hosting, email &
www.YourName.com, No
hidden fees. Great Web

Packages. Toll Free
 1-800-882-7226

www.GreatWebPackages.com
(CAL*SCAN)

185)MISC/ SERVICES

VOICE LESSONS all
ages/styles. Call (925)

484-9634
or  email

 voice_smith@yahoo.com
for more information.

190)SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTION

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
TRAINING. Bulldozer, Backhoe,
Scraper, Cranes & More. National
Certification. 3,6,9 or 12 week pro-
grams. Financial Assistance Avail-
able. Job Placement Assistance.
1-888-879-7040 or
www.nahets.com (CAL*SCAN)

GUIDE TO
OPEN HOMES

GOOD NEIGHBOR CLASSIFIEDS
Place your ad online at www.independentnews.com
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