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Army Motor Convoy Re Visits T rvermore: 1919 & 2009

September 5, 1919 was expected to be a gala day
in Livermore because the UL S, Army Motor
Transport Corps would be in town. A welcoming
committee had been organized, the Boy Scouts
would meet the convoy at the county line. The
convoy entered the town on east F'irst Street,
turned onto Junction Avenue, passed the Duarte
Garage and continued west on the Dublin Road.

The crowd was disappoinred when they learned
the convoy could not take time to pause because
it was expected to be in Oakland thar afternoon.
Fiven so, as the vehicles drove through, the
welcoming committee passed out w aiermelon and

grapes to the weary soldiers.

The rranscontinental motor convoy was a road
test of Army vehicles. Tollowing much of the
Lincoln Highway cross-country, it lett
Washington, D.C.. on July 7, and expected 1o reach
San Francisco by Labor Day.

The convoy was made up of 79 vehicles: mine

motorcycles that scouted the route ahead, 37
cargo trucks, 21 special purpose vehicles, three of
which were fitted out as machine shops and 12
automobiles. The complement included 39
officers, several of which werce obscrvers, and 258
enlisted men, all under the command of 1.t
Colonel Charles McClure.

The route west of Illinots was punishing: tres
were shredded, 1gnition systems tatled, vehicles
slid oft the narrow roads into ditches and gullies.
Continned i Page 4 ("Convoy")
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A Message Fromv the President

/
/ September 17, 2009
Dear members,
With summer waning, I hope each of you had an opportunity to do something by which to remember the
hear of 2009. | joined Lorerta in Rome for a weck, and of course used ir as a chance to do a little museum
and hernirage site rescarch. Rome is an extreme example of how history and character can shape a
community’s idenary and impress irs visitors. 1 learned that even amazing, dramatic 2000 year old ruins
and sublime sculprures begin to blur in my memory unless there is a story to clarify and distinguish these
from those. A knowledgeable guide helped us envision bloodthirsty gladiarors beser upon unarmed slaves
in the coliseum, a helpful paragraph explained thar the sympathetic sculpture of a sleeping woman was
attested by the sculptor 1o be exactly as he saw Saint Cecilia, exhumed 1000 years after her death!
Somerimes the locanons are inexact, stories are apocryphal or hearsay, but with a guide's vivid
interpreranon the speculation itself adds drama.

Back home | saw that having histonc things is enhanced by the stories that make history live in Livermore.
As our crew works to restore the 1920 Seagrave, the stones of firefighters who remember keeping it ready
to fight help to wspire our efforts and inform rhe restoranon. Our historic light bulb draws visitors on its
own merits, but those guests love to hear of the bulb's glowing travel across town and the years of
neglectful bouncing and bumping as it hung anonymously from the firchouse ceiling, Our historic Duarte
Garage becomes more vivid for visitors when we explain the operation of a towbar used to haul disabled
Model T's in from the muddy, rutted Altamont for yer another nre patch.

In that spirit, | want ro share a story that was unearthed with the recent recovery of the Mendenhall head-
stone from southern California. The news showed up in the papers, and one person who saw the articles
was local Graveyard Rabbit Cheryl Palmer who made mention in her blog “hrep:/ /graveyardrabbitofsouth-
alamedaco.blogspot.com /™. Cheryl in turn was contacted by Mendenhall descendant Gregg Emory who
s, 1f T have counted correctly, the 4th generation descendant of our rown's founder, William M. Menden-
hall. The story however is about Gregg's great-grandfather, Asa Mendenhall. Gregg told me thar Asa's life
had periods of great prospenry, including at one time purchasing a parcel of the Las Posiras land grant for
§40,000 early in the 20th century, but by the nime of his death in 1933 he and the family were broke,
without even the means to bury his ashes in the Mendenhall family plor ar Roselawn. Intent on keeping the
family together, Asa's son Edwin, and Edwin's daughter (Gregg's mother) Merlin, crept towards Roselawn
after dark and, after deciding not to jump the fence, buried Asa's wooden or ceramic urn somewhere
ourside the cemetery. And that is all Gregg's mother rold him. Not the location, not even which side of the
cemetery, but definitely nearby. A litde bir of mystery to think about next ime you drive past.

And so it is with history. The stories are mostly, possibly probably true, and they add life and character ro
the pieces of our past.

Hopefully you will be able to join us for our Annual General Meering on Seprember 26th. Our speaker is

Susan Canfield, daughter of local photographer lliort Dopking, Susan will share some of Elliort's
photos, and perhaps a few stories after we enjoy a delicious dinner from Kinders BBQ Grill. Please join us!

Jeff Kaskey
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Remembering Henrietta Greer: 1908-2009

Henrietta Greer died ar age 101 on August 2nd.
In a series of interviews tn 2003, Greer discussed
Nissen family history, her early vears in Marin
County and her bfe in the Livermore Valley sinee
1936.

Greer’s mother was Margaret Stewarr (née
Nissen), the sole graduare ot Livermore High
Schools class ot 1897 (the smallest in school
liustory). May Nissen (1884-1981), the longtime
1..H.S. teacher who is widely regarded as one of
the most important women in Livermore history,
was her aunt.

Her Nissen grandparents rented a ranch in the
1880s in what 1s now Dublin. It was along the
westerly side of Tassajara Creek, a bit north of
today’s 1-380 freewav. The Casterson ranch
neighbored 1. Buildings trom the Casterson
ranch sull stood undl the final vears ot the 20th
cenmury, she said. Mrs. Greer said that her
grandparents, both Danish immigrants, spoke
very good English, but her mother’s generation
knew very lnle Dagish,

Her grandparents” tamily moved to a 160-acre
ranch on Patterson Pass Road east of Livermore
in 1892, In her mother’s ume, most farmers
planted hay and grain, even i the hills, much of
which was harvested by hand. “Everyone gor
good excrcise in those days — both boys and girls
— because thev had lots of work to do on
ranches,”” Mrs. Greer said.

Afrer atrending a normal (teachers’) school, Mrs.
Greer’s mother moved to Marin County in the
carly 1900s. She was a teacher at the one-room
Halleck School near Tomales Bay, but was forced
to quit after marriage. Born on an Olema farm in
1908. Mrs. Greer attended elementary school in
Nicasio and was graduated from Tamalpais Union
High School in 1926.

The Nissen Parterson Pass ranch ulumarely
became the dairy where Mrs. Greer lived with her
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husband Thomas. They most otten shipped
“market milk™ to Carnarion in Qakland. When
the Greers moved to the ranch 1in 1936, it had
telephone service (a shared “farmer’s line™) but
no clectrictry.

In the early 19605, the Srate of Calitornia built
the South Bay Aqueduct through the Greer ranch,
severing the five acres of buildings from the cattle
pasture. The Greers sold their cattle on October
31, 1960 because the dairy no longer would be
viable. Although the Srate eventually erected a
private bridge across the canal, there was no
means 1o wansport the cattle to the milking arca
during construction. (In 1962, Governor “Par”
Brown dedicated the aqueduct, the first
completed unit of the massive State Water
Projecr, a1 a ceremony near the Greer ranch, but
she had no recollection of the event)

Mrs. Greer knew her Aunt May Nissen verv well.
“She was a woman wha did things very
svstemaucally,” she recalled. Miss Nissen moved
with her parents to 508 McLeod Street in central
Livermorc i 1918, Miss Nissen cared for her
disabled mother and brother for many years while
she taught Fnglish and JLatin at ILH S

Mrs, Greer satd that Jack Williams, later the
founder of Alden Lanc Nurscry, trequently
mishehaved i Miss Nissen’s class. Instead of
sending miscreants to the principal’s office, Miss
Nissen forced them to memorize poems on her
“mourners’ bench” and then recite them to her.
After Mr Williams sclected D'Arev’s “Face on
the Barroom Floor,” Nissen began assigning
poems to him, Mrs. Greer said. Mrs. Greer, along
with much of Livermorce's population, attended
Miss Nissen’s retirement party in 1948.

During hunch at the ranch one afternoon circa
1974, Mrs. Greer noticed thar her Aunt May
seemed very nervous. Miss Nissen slowly
admitted that the head otfice of her bank had
phoned her that morning to say that it needed her
Contizned on Page 4 ("Greer”)



Gr CCY (ontinned from Page 3)

help to confirm rhe dishonesty ot 4 bank reller ar
the Livermore branch, She was to withdraw a
large sum and deliver the cash 1o a “bank agent”
at the Livermore post office. Miss Nissen said
that she planned to comply with the bank’
request atter lunch.

An apphance repairman from Oakland happened
to join the Greers and Nissen tor lunch; he said
that he had heard of such a scam elsewhere i the
Bay Arca. Mr. Greer immediarely phoned the
bank manager, who in rurn informed the police
who eventoally apprehended suspects. Afrer
Miss Nissen nearly tell victin to the “pigecn
drop™ scan, she yave up most ot her
independence. She continued to live in her
Mcleod Street residence by dav, bur spent nights
at the Greer ranch the following seven years unal

she died.

Muis. Greer often spoke of her brother Boyd
Stewart, who also lived to age 101, and her triend
D Grace Devnich. also a centenanan, who died
n 2008 (see Newsleter, Nov.-Dec, 2008 issuc).

The Nissen/Greer family has enjoved a long
association with the First Presbytenan Church in
Livermore. A window at the church 1s dedicated
to the Nissen family. The church also manages
rhe “Tom and Henrterra Grreer Scholacship Fund.

-By Juson Begis

The miadern Armey motor conroy rolls past tie
Guild's Duarte Highway Garage on Portula
Arenne (the jormer Lincoln Flighway), lokmz
guitte historrc in black and white. 2009 phato by

Darvid Abrabuivs.
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In Nebraska, trucks were mired down in sandyv
roads atrer a heavy rain; the wooden bridges in
Wyoming had to be rebuilt because they could
not support the military wucks. \s a result of
these experiences. the convoy averaged just 58
miles a day, at an average speed ot 6 miles per
hour.

When the Motor Transport Corps crossed over
from Nevada, drivers were surprised at the quality
ot the Lincoln Highway in California. The
convoy's "Daily Log" reported that the Stockton-
Oakland segment was the "best section of entire
Lincoln Highway." Col. McClure was quoted in
the Hepald as saving he "might have to put blocks
on the wheels ot the trucks to restore the bumps
to which they had become accustomed 1n
crossing the contnent”.

After the convoy's arrival at Oakland, the men
and their equipment were ferried across the Bay
and back on land, through San Francisco to the

Presidio. (The Bav Bridge opened 17 vears later.)

One ot the Army observers was Lt. Colonel
Dwight Eisenhower. His experience in 1919 led
ro the creation of the Interstare Highway System
37 vears later when e was President.

The Milirary Vehicle Preservadon Associarion
sponsored a re-enactment of the 1919
wanscontinental Army motor convov 2009, in
part to honor Abraltun Lincoln's 200th birthday.
Many World War Tl-cra military vehicles
paracipated. The convoy passed through
Livermore on July 8th ¢n route to the LIS,
Horner museum i Alameda and San Francisco.

The 2009 convoy stopped along Altamont Pass
Road, but canccled a stop at the Duarte Garage in
Livermore due to concerns about afterinoon
commute traffic in the immediate Bay Arca later
that day. So. in 1919 and again in 2009, the
ransconunenel Army dMotor Convoy made all-
too-briet visits to Livermore.

-By Gary Drimmond



Germans Read About Livermore's Fternal "Gltihlampen"

[ivermore's centenntal light bulb, burning for 108

vears has been and continues to be of mterest to
many not just locally, but throughout the world.
Now that Germany Is gomg away from
meandescent light bulbs, two German reporters,
independent ot cach other, thought a column
about the centennial bulb was cimely. They came
o Livermore o gsee the bulb, and to do research
on the bulb and the community of 1901

For those of you who wonder what the
centennial bully is, perhaps a bir of history 1s
helptul.

In 1901, Mr. Dennts Bernal gave a ight bull 1o
the Livermore fire station, then manned by
volunteers, The bulb gave just enough light so
the men could get to their equipment when a call
came. The bulb, always burning, hung in the
station on First Street. As the vears went by,
firemen someames hit the bulb as they went out
on a call. Tt was used other times as a target {or
Nert foarball.

In 1972, Mike Dunston wrote a news article
abour the bulb. Tt was only then that people
realized what a wweasure was hanging in the fire
STATION.

The light bully was caretully moved to I'ire Station

No. 6 on Hast Avenue, where it continues irs
gentle glow, now hanging high above the tloor of
the truck bav.

As ame went on the bulb made it inw Ripley's

Believe Tr or Not and other publications. Tn 2000,

a commirtee was tormed to put together a 100th

birthday party tor the light bulb in 2001, Tr was a
great parry, attended by well over 600 people. A

web site, wwavcentennalbulb.org, was set up and
is still goiny today.

The commitree, now unofficial, mecrs at least

once a vear. Momnbers of the comnureee are ofren

called to meer with reporrers, freld questons and
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running stories about rhe bulb. A children’s
book, by Juliette Goodrich, came out last vear.
Another children’s book abour the bulb i1s due out
next year written by Janet Nolan.

The German reporters who came this past month
were Karin Steinberger of Sewdduetsche Zeitung,
Germany's largest newspaper. Her column and
that by Dr. Chustoph von Marschall of
Tugessprge/, came out the weekend ot August 29th-
30th (Tus headline, "Glahlampen:

Dic ewige Birne” imperfectly translates to
"Electric Lamp: The Eternal Pear™).

Conumitree members, most also Heritage Guld
members, helped the reporters with their
rescarch, showed them about town o sec
butldings that were here in 1901 and the site of
rhe first fire stavon, approximarely in rhe center
of the parking lor for Wells Fargo Bank on
Sccond Sureet.

The reporiers were dehghtful people. Thus
“duty™ as Guild members and Lighr Bulb
Comnmurtee members is o most enjovable one.
The reporters were told about reachers using the
light bulb as & means to teach children hisrory.
Some of us also menuoned rhat we feel the
exchange that happens around the bulb is very
good diplomacy.

Yes, there is talk of a 110th buthday party for the
Light budly in 20111

By Auna Sitg @ﬁ! ' ] I -
: }
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Calendar

SEPTEMBER

A History Lecture will not be
scheduled this month due to the
Annual General Meetng, on Sat.,
Sep. 26 at the Duarte Garage. Susan
Dopking Cantfield will show phoros
from ber father's collection.

The Duarte Garage will be closed for
September due to preparations for
the Annual General Meeting,

OCTOBER

Duarte Garage Open. Sunday,
Oct. 18 10 am. - 2 p.m. On “old
Lincoln Highway” at Portola Ave.
and I. St., Livermore.

History Lecture. -Wed., Oct. 21
Don Meeker will give a talk on
“Tolever’s Airship” = builr in 1905,
Doors open at 7 p.m.; talk ar 7:30
p.m. At Civic Center Library 1188 S.
Livermore Ave. in Livermore.

50 Years Ago Two chain super-
markets opened in Livermore in late
1959. First, Purity opened a store at
the northwesterly corner of 1st & I,
replacing the store that opened at st
& I.1n 1941 (today housing the
Donut Wheel and other businesses).
The 1959 Puriry building (later Big
John's Ranich Marker) was demolished
in 1972 to make wav for the parking
lot of today's Sateway store (opened
1975). Second, Lucky opened a store
at 2930 Pacitic Ave.(Vineyard Center),
which closed i 1980 when the Depot
Center (now gone) opened on Rail-
road Ave. The expanded building
housed Nob Hill Foods from 1983 to
2002 and 1s now vacant. In Feb. 1960,
the longtime L. Schenone & Co. gro-
cery store closed at 2278 First Street.

Join Us At the AGM!

The Hertage Guild is getung ready
for its Annual General Meeting on
Sarurday, September 26.

Don't miss your chance to see and
be seen by other Livermore heritage
minded folks. Come say hi to friends
vou have not seen in a while and
thank our great volunteers for the
work they do in keeping the Guild
vibrant.

This year we again have the music of
the Vallev Banjo Band and their fun
toe-tapping tunes. While they pluck
we will feast on chicken and beef
from Kinder's. Marie and Ron
volunteered to sample their menu to
make sure the otterings were up to
Guild standards and reported back
all thumbs up (Thanks for the

sacrifice you twol).

We have some Guild business,
including voting in our revised
bvlaws. and then the headliner is
Susan Canfield who will present 2
collection of photographs from her
tather Elliott Dopking, Susan has
been working her way through his
collecdon tor months and has some
great photos to show us.

The meal this year is value-priced at
$16 including decadenr desserts from
Guild members' kitchens, and drink
tickets are $1. One ticket for fizzy
and sugary, three tckets for a
complex bouquet with crisp citrus
forward notes and a quince finish.
Actually, the wines are vet to be
chosen, but we intend to choose
well. If you have not already
reserved a meal, please do so with
the torm included in this newsleuer.
-By Jeff Kaskcy
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Contact Us

President
Jeff Kaskey
jkaskey(@vahoo.com
1st Vice President (Program
Chair)
Marie Abbott
025-443-9740
2nd VP (Membership Chair)
Janet Von Toussaint
025-455-1426
planetjustdtadav@comecast.net
Secretary
Anna Siig
siig(@comcast.net
Treasurer
Dick Lerche
925-447-9365
Curator Duarte Garage
Bill Junk
925-447-4561
Newsletter Editor
Jason Bezis
jhezis(@yahoo.com
Office Manager
Lydia Carpenter
lhg@lhg.org

The Livermore Heritage Guild newsletter
&5 published six times per year. Contact
the newstetter editor with coniments or
stggestions for arficls,

Livermore Heritage Guild
P.O. Box 961
Livermore. CA 94551
925449-9927

wwnlivermorebistory.com

Mast Head Photo (page 1):
The Transcontinental Army
Convoy re-enactment passes
Duarte (zarage in Livermare.

2009 photo by David Abrahams.
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\We mayv have our roots in the 19th century, but we are
tung, ome play in 21st century media. On the

previous page -\nna describes our light bull, being

fearured in German newspapers. Sure, papers have

L en with us for centuries, but jetting around to do a

story on a light bulb seems rather more modern.

Speaking of Annas, vou may have caught either of
the rwo video segments done abour the Guild on

TV 30's “Slice of Life” program. Both were created Tn
TV30's \nna Karagakis, one fearuring the Duarte
Garuge, and the other about Guild programs in

= ncral, shot in the Carnegic History Center. Anna
didt a areat job of creating positive stortcs about the
work of the Guild. The shows do occastonally repeat,
and are also avatlable as DVDs from Tri- Valley
Community Television.

Recently, 1984 Livermore High School graduate [irik

N0 fach ded snippets of Livermore's historic

Fosan b eotaseo 1sh carwe on bor
R [T T S

.- - .

o A A R AT
ooy e Gy Hall/Pechonse 1s prominent, as
2 lrare, but see if vou can carch the old trer Ch

Faundr: Suilding and others.

Don't forget we have our presence on the Web
created and kept current by webmaster Bob Bronzan.
Vhwae ~ 2 good place to go for information about
upcoming history lecrures, as well as the photo and
objcct of the month. Bob has updated the site with
morc of Anne Homan's arucics. Thumbnails of some
of the [00U's of scanned photos in our collecdon are
also available there,

Speahug of the web, vour Guild is prominently
menticned in Livermore's listing as a Preserve
Anaerica ciry. This federal program recognizes
communitces that “protecr and celebrate thewr
herirage.” Go to www.PreserveAmerica.gov and click
on the “List of Prescerve America Communities ” on
rhe rcehe side. Many thanks wo our city government,
and city planncr and friend of the Guild I'rank Guido
for the effort involved in getiing Livermore listed.

-
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\nd for a litde more international flair, two of
our phoros from the Altamont concert 40 years
406w ere used and credited in a French newsletrer
“cte Liberation”™. We're getting around!

By Jei Kaskey

Cubble The Cable Car
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Yes, after vears ot diligent service, Maxine Trost
has passed her editor's penctl on to Jason Be s as
the new newsletter editor. During Maxine
tenure. the Guild's newslerter became a

profess nal publication composed in modern
publishing softwarce and printed with high qualicy
in atrractive color. We get constant compliments
on rhe new format and hope 1t entices more
recipients to read through all of the Guild news.
\ hu, . Thank You to Maxine!

Jion graduated class of '91 ac Livermore High

School, where he held the post of newspaper
histortan during the L.FHL.S. centennial year (1990-
91 o this new role s a perfecrt fit for his
soracious interest in ocal history. Computer
sofrware wis NOT lus passion, so send warm
feelings bre vy as he struggles to master the

-By Jeff Kaskey

rechnical world of publishing,

355 /451



Livermore High School Dedica.c.. octence Buildings: 1957 & 2009

Iivermore High School opened a new science building in
carlv 2009, Principal Darrel Avilla and others wielded
giant scissors and cut a ribbon to inaugurate nine
classrooms, teacher preparation areas, and a quad area for

students. The ST million project backs onto East Avenue.

The original [.H.S. science building opened in November
1957, a few weeks after the Soviet Union launched
Sputnik 1, the first Farth-orbiting aruficial satellire,
provoking the "Space Race.”" The [iren wre Nears reported
that six science eachers helped the architect to design the
“most up ro date” tacilitics. Major advances in science
and technology have occurred in the half-century since its
opening, including the advent of human space travel,
lasers, microprocessors and advanced D.NLA. research.

The school sponsored a dedication ceremony on the
evening ot November 13, 1957 for the Science Building,
the Metal Shop and the Gurls® Gymnasium (now called
“Small Gym™). The 1925 gym became the Music Building,

IlIlHll(!lllu!l!‘ll“!!l!lllH[Hl“lll(‘ll”lll!l”llll‘l“

Alluding to the Cold War "education gap" furor exacer-
bated by the Sputnik launch, Science Department head
Ken Teberg invited the public to inspect the new science
building “at a time when this nation has been aroused as
never before over science programs, scientific rescarch,
educanion and science students.” Teachers greeted parents
and he public in the new butldings. The 1.H.S. band,
dirccted by Gordon Mallory, plaved musical selections.

Three students pertormed the actual dedication of each
building: Marilyn Rummell (science), Judy Mevers (gym)
and Dennts Johnson (metal shop), all ot the Class ot '58.

Today Johnson is a retired meral artst. Appropriately,
cowboys (the 1.H.S. mascor) are among his favorite
subjects. Judy Mevers Brame became a professor ot
kinesiology at California Stare University, Northridge,
where she was active in the athleric program and inducred
into the school's Athleric Hall of FFame. Marilyn Rummell
Smith now teaches concert piano in Tucson, Arizona.
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