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The Western Pacific Railroad
By Gary Drummond

Onceaspotonthe southside of the presentrailroad tracks
between North L and K Streets marked the location of the
Western Pacific depot from 1910 until 1956 when the
depotwas demolished. Thatspace isnow occupiedbya
smallcommercial center.

It was a great day on August 22, 1910 when Livermore
greeted the first passenger train over the then newrailroad.
Livermore declared ahalf-day holiday for thearrival of the
train. The depothad beendecorated with flagsand plants,
bales of hay, casks of wine and cream cans. Small bottles
of Livermore valley wine were presented to passengers on
thetrainbyagroup of younggirls. Attachedtoeach bottle
wasasmall card describingthe “liquid sunshine” character-
isticofthevalley.

Therail line had beencarrying freight for some eightmonths
previous. Thefreighthouse whichwaslocated onthenorth
side of thetracks, still exists, having been movedto the west
side of VVasco Road below 1580.

Thefirstpublicuse of the depot building wasafar cry from
railroading - on June 24, 1910, the Christian Endeavor
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Society of the Livermore Presbyterian Church heldanice
creamsocial there asafund-raiser to send delegatestothe
State conventionin SanJose.

Maitland Henry, long-time Livermore Herald editor and
publisher, had first-hand experience with the railroad de-
pot. The building had been furnished many monthsbefore
itwasactually usedand insurance regulations requiredthat
itbe occupied. Henry, asaboy of 18 years, wasemployed
tosleepinthe building at night. He related that “the job
provided excitementaplenty. First,” he said. “was sum-
moning up the courageto go overtothe buildingatnight.
Notonlywasitanisolated locationinthose days, butithad
no lights or telephone; ithad many visitors. These were
primarily wanderers who had worked or were seeking
work on construction crews. Much finishing work still
remained to be done along the right-of-way through the
valley. Carrying blanket rolls and looking for aplace to
spend the nightthey commonly triedadoor and finding it
locked were ontheirway, but otherswere more persistent,
tryingall the doors, endeavoring to break in. There was
nothing to do but wait them out and then try to regain
composureandgotosleep.”

He continues his reminiscence: “One night, which started
badly, turned outto be the most peaceful ofall. Arrivingat



the depot late, I found what was to be the passenger waiting
roomcompletely occupied by sleepingmen. Thatposeda
problem of whatto do. A locomotive was parked nearby,
withthe engineerand firemeninthe cab. They told methe
menwereaconstruction crewwhose foremanhadakeyto
all station buildings, and that night was one of peaceful
sleep. It was pleasant relief to me when that particular
method of ‘working my way through school’ cametoan
end.”

Heendedhisnarrative by recalling, “Theyear 1910wasan
eventful one for Livermore. The new Masonic templewas
dedicated, and the Livermore Carnegie Library was near-
ing completion. Butthe greatestexcitement ofall wasthe
anticipation of Halley’scomet. Livermore, withthe restof
the world, approached the fateful May 18, 1910, when the
world would go through the tail of the comet, in fearful
anticipation of disaster, some even predicting theend of the
world. Nothing whatever happened except to provide
memory ofanunusual event.”

(Inthe mid1970’sboth the Southern Pacificand Western
Pacificrailsthrough Livermore were consolidated so that
the original Western Pacific track is the present railbed
throughthe community.)

COMMENTS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP

From Dona Fraser Blackmore, November 2003

Thisisthe mostinteresting story butsome yearsago | had
work done on my house by ahusband and wife teamwho
live 19 miles out Mines. We became very good friends.
Duringalunchbreak, one day we talked aboutagrave out
onaranchon Mines Road (rather large grave). Beingme
I passed it off (in one ear and out the other) but two weeks
ago while having dinner with friends, the husband says
"Donado you know of agrave outon Mines Rd?" | said
"yes 1 do".... Hereplies....it's my family!!!! Long story
short, ranchers, friends, family of thewomaninthegraveall
went Sat. to see the old oak tree, with grave. Cometo find
out, itis Mary Jane Adams, Stevens, Hearst. One family
member that went on Sat. was 93 and she said she
remembersaschool called Vista. Itold her lwouldtry to
find outmore.
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Information that | have regarding Mary Jane Adams,
Stevens, Hearst:

. Mary Jane Adams (parents Margaret Ann Gill/John
Adams of Saline, Missouri)

. Mary Jane was born 2-3-1834 and died 1906 (day of
San Francisco earthquake....I think?)

. She married Valentine Livingston Stevens and then
William Hearst. She had a daughter, Kate Elizabeth
who married Lewis F. Randolph.

Astherancherstellit, she lived withacowboy outinthehills
on Mines. My friend (93 years old) did not want to talk
aboutthat. My friend remembers playingatthe grave or
visiting itand some of the family going to Vista School.
Sincerely and with MUCH APPRECIATION.....Dona
(defb@comcast.net)

Dona, thank you for sharingyour story. Hereissome
informationabout Vista School

VISTA (school districtand school)
Takenfromanarticleinthe Herald & News, Monday, July
4,1966, "Livermore District Has Had 3 Different Names"

Vista was the last of the rural districts to be organized,
forming January 30, 1882. It had the shortest existence,
being annexed to Mocho March 1, 1897, whenithadan
averagedaily attendance of only five. Theannexationwas
strongly protested by someresidents of the district, who felt
that a change in the location of the school house would
increase the attendance, some children being unable to
travel the five or six milesrequired of them.

The protestants claimed the population of the district was
growing, but away from the school location. When the
districtwas formed, itsresidents erected the firstbuilding,
only 12x20 feet in size, and several years later put up a
larger building. Itwas located onapointofaridge onthe
eastside of the canyon opposite Cedar Mountain, witha
splendid view of the canyon, hence itsname.

It was on land located by A.E. Crane, for whose family
CraneRidge, formingthe westside of Mocho Canyon, was
named. Whenthe district lapsed he had moved to Sunol,
and became greatly concerned aboutthe title to the school
sites, ithaving been specified that the land on which the
building stood wouldreverttothe owner if the districtwere
ever discontinued. He had sold the property to Leopold
Jaccard of Livermore, which caused complications, and
contacted county officialsastothe status of the school site.

Information is not available on the outcome. After the
districtlapsed the building was sold atauctionin Decem-
ber, 1897. Itwas purchased by then Supervisor Thomas
D. Wells, who said that he would donate it back to the
districtshoulditreopen. The nature of the Mocho Canyon
area, with the deep canyon and high ridges and lack of
roads made school attendance a problembecause of travel
difficulties. Vistawas contiguousto Wilsondistrict, atthe
mouth of Mocho Canyon, which had been organized
before Vista, and also had lapsed and been annexed to
Mocho. Vista was actually annexed to what had been
Wilson.

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

WANTED: Volunteersto lead local 3rd grade classes
onweekday downtownwalks, while you talk about
Livermore history. Walks take approximately 1 hour.
Will gladly train. Contact Gary Drummondat
gadrum@comcast.netor call 447-5475 for details.

2004 Preservation/Conservation Awards

Eachyear the Livermore Heritage Guild honors people
and/or placesthat have helped preserve Livermore's His-
tory. Ifyouwould like to make anomination please sendan
email to lcordrey@comcast.net or leave a note at the
Carnegie Library or send it to our PO Box with the
followinginformation:

Nomimee: (Personor Place)

Why you think they should be selected:
Submitted By:

Contactinformation:

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN! AUCTION TIME
We have a year round pickup for donations for the
LHG AUCTION held each year on the Saturday of
the Memorial Day weekend. The auction will be
upon us soon. Donations of goods and services are
greatly appreciated. All usable items will be accepted
except books, clothing and furniture (unless consid-
ered antique) and computers or computer equipment.
Time to clean out those garages and let us help you
dispose of those items that need a new home. Phone
for pickup: Bill Junk 447-4561, Anna Siig-
Drummond 447-5475 or leave a message at the His-
tory Center with Barbara Bunshah 449-9927 . This
has been a fun event for everyone and we look
forward to seeing you at the auction!




CALENDAR

Thursday, March11 @ 7:00 p.m.
LHG Board Meeting, Recreation Center
Thursday, April8 @ 7:00 p.m.

LHG Board Meeting, Recreation Center
Thursday, May 13 @ 7:00 p.m.

LHG Board Meeting, Recreation Center
Saturday, May 29, Livermore Heritage Guild Annual
Auction and spaghetti dinner, Duarte Garage. Auction
preview begins at 5 p.m., dinner starts at 6 p.m. and
auction starts at 7 p.m. Tickets for the dinner can be
purchased inadvanceatthe Carnegie Bldg. after May 7 or
at the door that evening. Price $7.00 includes dinner,
coffeeanddessert.

Agendafor Future History Colloguiums:
The next 3 history colloquium meetings will be held

atthe Bothwell Recreation Center, 8thand H Streets,
Livermoreat7 p.m. (Wednesday)

March 17, 2004:

Barry Schrader, "Muckrakingand Mudslinging Between
Valley Newspapers"

April 21,2004:

James " Tobin" Beard, "History of Scottish Games™

May 19, 2004:

Kathy Laughlinand Kim Bonde, "History of the Livermore
Rodeo"

AWord Fromthe Chair

I want to thank everybody who responded to the new format for the newsletter. All the responses were favorable. Inan ongoing effort
to improve the content, this month we have added a section "Comments from the Membership". Dona Fraser Blackmore sent an email
to our website with a story about the Valley. Anna Siig Drummond researched the Vista school in Dona's story, which is included. We
encourage youto either write usaletter or send an email to newsletter @lhg.org. The postal address ison the front page of this newsletter.
Selected input will be included in future newsletters.

The Museum Assessment process we spoke about in the last newsletter is scheduled to begin in April. We will keep you informed of
the progress. Also note the announcement about the Annual Auction in this newsletter. Because we are now a bi-monthly publication,
there will not be another announcement until May, the month of the auction. Please take the time to scour through your garages and

closets and contact us if you have any donations for this annual fundraiser.

Larry Mauch
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