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Thursday, October 8 @ 7:00 p.m.

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

Gary Drummond and Anna Siig held a successful book
signing at the Camegie Library for their new book The
Klondike News, The Adventures of Livermore Area
Residents from 1897 to 1906 during the Alaska Gold
Rush. This 239 page book features letters and articles
about Livermore residents who participated in the
Alaska gold rush. It makes for very interesting read-
ing about this period in Livermore's and Alaska's his-
tory. Copies are available at the Carnegie Library for
$12.95. '

WANTIJZD: History Center Docents

Hours: Unlimited (Minimum: one 4 1/2 hour day a
month)

Tasks: Varied

Salary: You gotta be kiddin'

Satisfaction: Canbe huge

Inquite: The History Center or

Phone: 449-9927

The Rains Came
by Barbara Bunshah
Floods have been a constant factor in this Valley for
as long as records have been kept. Elmer Still in his
"Highlights in History of Livermore" noted that in the
winters of 1861-62 and 1889-90 heavy rains caused

the whole lower end of the valley to be covered with
flood water, from a point midway between Livermore
and Pleasanton clear to Dublin, a distance of about
nine miles.

But the most interesting flood story was published in
the Grizzley Bear (the magazine of the Native Sons) in
the issue for March 1933. It said:

" Away back in March, 1783 Padre Anselmo predicted
that a hundred years hence (1883) a flood of mam-
moth proportions would sweep through the Livermore
Valley. Led by Bernard Alviso numerous Mexican
families left their homes for quarters atop Cedar Mt.

and other elevations and awaited the Flood That Never
Came: a heavy storm came March 26 and dropped
three to five inches of rain in the valleys and six feet of
snow in the mts."

The Herald on January 18, 1965 in its report on this
story goes on to say:

"The prediction proved true as far as heavy rain was
concerned, the record showing 3.45 inches in March
1883, although this would not ordinarily be sufficient
to cause floods.

"There were many Livermore residents in 1933 who
had been here in 1883, and none had any recollection
of aflood or persons leaving the valley for Cedar Mt.
This included several persons who either resided close
to the mountain or were on it herding sheep at the
time.



There was one person who remembered Mexican
families going into the hills near Sunol to escape a pre-
dicted flood, they said, and another remembers heavy
purchasing by Mexican families at a grocery store
where he worked, saying they were going to the hills,
but would not give any reason."

The floods of 1903:

"One of the heaviest floods in history occurred in
March 1903, so much water running west on First St.
that the drug store and First and K had water inside
the store and its basement filled."

From the Herald again:

"The flagpole intersection...was always the heaviest
sufferer from flood waters after the city was laid out.
Overflow water came down First St. from the east
and met the rush of water coming down S. Livermore
Ave. which had picked up an additional supply at the
East Ave. intersection and the combined volume cre-
ated a rushing stream past the Bank of Italy building,
"extending out into lakes along the side streets."

The flagpole intersection during heavy rain of2/11/38 (1.35 inches in 24 hours)
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Thursday, November 12 (@) 7:00 p.m.

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Sunday, December 6 11:30-4:00 p.m.

Livermore Art Association gallery invites the public
to their Holiday Open House. Unique holiday gifts
will be offered for sale. Free admission to the
gallery in the Carnegie Bldg.

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

There are still copies available of Gary Drummond
and Anna Siig's book The Klondike News at the
Carnegie Bldg. for $12 95 These would surely make
a wondertul Christmas gift.

News flash: the 1999 LHG calendars will be avail-
able in December.

Livermorean Served in Siberia during World War [
by Gary Drummond

For most of America, November 11, 1918 marked
the end of World War 1. But for afew U.S. soldiers,
the war really wasn't over until 1920 These few in-
cluded three Livermore men, John J. Kelley, Melvin
Allen and Chris Rasmussen, who served in Siberia.

The overthrow of the Russian Czar in 1917 and the
signing of a Russian-German peace treaty permitted

the Kaiser to move his troops from the Eastern front
to France and Belgium. The Allies had shipped a great
quantity of supplies to far-northwestern Russia and to
Vladivostok, Russian Siberia. And so that they might
not fall into Bolshevik hands, American and other Al-
lied troops were sent to guard the supplies and muni-
tions until they could be removed.

John J. Kelly served at Vladivostok, Siberia from
September 2, 1918 to December 22, 1919, with what
was calied the Allied Siberian Expeditionary Force.
He had been inducted into the U.S. Army at Fort
McDowell on May 1, 1918, and after three-months
basic training at Camp Fremont, he was shipped over-
seas. His assignments in Siberia included guard duty
at mines and on railroads, and on one occasion he
made a 3,000 mile rail trip westward almost to the
Ural Mountains accompanying a Red Cross Commis-
sion.

In an interview with a Herald reporter at Christmas,
1919, he described the chaotic conditions throughout
Siberia, and especially Vladivostok, and how the Bol-
sheviks kept up a guerrilla warfare that resulted in a
number of Americans being killed by snipers. By mid
1920, the Allied Siberian Expeditionary Force was
disbanded.

John Kelly returned to Livermore where he continued
his employment as assistant cashier at the local Bank
of America. When he retired, he had been with Bank
of America for 49 years. Kelly died in 1972 at age
80.




JohnJ. Kelly
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CALENDAR
Thursday, January 14 @ 7:00 p.m.

LHG Meeting, Camegie Building

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

The Livermore Public Library has recently completed
acompilation of Barbara Bunshah's indexes to the lo-
cal papers from 1899 to 1929 on computer disk. This
allows the searching of the indexes with any IBM or
MaclIntosh computer. A copy of this CD has been
sent to the California State Library (who funded the
project) for their archives. The Livermore Library is
now seeking additional funding to complete the trans-
fer of the remainder of Barbara Bunshah's indexes to
CDs. This will preserve this valuable local historical
reference resource for generations to come.

The 1999 LHG calendars are here!!!! This year's
calendar entitled ""Getting There" is available
at the Carnegie Library for $9.50 which includes
tax. For an additional $1.75 we will mail a calen-
dar for you to anywhere in the continental U.S.
These calendars make great gift for the new year.
For additional information call: 449-9927.

Included in this newsletter is acopy of the resolution
recently adopted creating the Livermore Hentage Guild
Museum Fund. The Fund was established in celebra-
tion of our 25th birthday as a means of guaranteeing
the existence of the LHG Museum and archives for
future generations. If you would like information about
how you may contribute to the Museum Fund phone:
449-9927.

How It All Began

In February 1973, a contract was let by the Southern
Pacific Land Development Company to demolish the
Southern Pacific train depot in Livermore. Builtin 1892
but no longer used, the depot was in bad shape and
Southemn Pacific wanted to develop the land. The con-
tractor, who was given the demolition rigits, offered
his services in exchange for the lumber, valued at $500,
which was going to be reused to build horse stalls.

On February 24" an article ran in the local paper stat-
ing the depot had been given a temporary reprieve
because a group of citizens expressed a desire to save
the old depot from destruction. This group consisted
of members of the Amador Livermore Valley Histor-
cal Society, the only historical society in the valley at
the time. As part of the reprieve, the group was sup-
posed to file a report regarding possible uses for the
depot. One of the conditions was that Southern Pa-
cific Land Development Company wanted the depot
removed from the site.

In March and April of that year. meetings were held
to establish a plan for saving the depot. The consen-
sus was that the depot definitely was in bad shape. [t
was estimated the cost to move the depot and place it
on a new foundation would be about $35.000. Addi-
tional monies would then be needed to restore the in-
side of the structure. The results of this meeting were
published in the paper and the tone of the article was
one of despair. It appeared that at this point the group
was losing interest in the depot’s future.




Another meeting was held in May to again discuss the
depot’s future. The papers reported that only four
people were present for this meeting. The paper also
reported that previous meetings had been attended by
as many as twenty people. Again, this set the tone that
the depot’s future was in serious doubt. What wasn’t
reported was that three of the four people who at-
tended that meeting were not part of the original group
who had been working to save the depot. When she
realized the initial group’s interest was waning, Janet
Newton, an original group member, had begun calling
local citizens whom she thought would be interested
in saving the old depot. This was the start of what is
today the Livermore Heritage Guild.

The new group began forming its own plans to save
the depot. Their plans were leaning towards refurbish-
ing the depot where it stood and making it part of the
redevelopment plans. They petitioned the City Coun-
cil to present their preliminary proposal.

In late June, the group again appeared before the City
Council. The City Council voted to a stay of the demo-
lition permit based on the newly formed Livermore
Heritage Committee’s preliminary proposal. No one
realized the demolition was already in process inside
the depot. Southern Pacific Land Development Com-
pany had, that same day, sent the contractor in to be-
gindismantling the building, working from the inside
out.

The second day of demolition a reporter passing the
depot saw the workers tearing apart the inside of the
building and notified the newly formed committee.
Committee members, with haste and determination,
were successful in shutting down the dismantling op-
eration.

The following day the local paper reported that the
only reason the depot was not totally destroyed was
that the contractor’s tractor had broken down, so he
started dismantling the building by hand. When this
article appeared in the paper it seemed to propel the
local interest in saving the depot to new heights. The
Livermore Heritage Committee gained more members
and momentum. Soon after, the organization was in-
corporated and officially named the Livermore Heri-
tage Guild. Eighteen months later, in 1974, the South-
ern Pacific depot in Livermore was fully restored and
opened to the public as a restaurant on the same site it
had occupied since 1892.

Today, twenty-five years later, the Livermore Heri-
tage Guild, an all-volunteer organization, still works to
preserve the history of our city. The “Guild”, as it is
known to many, has not only played a part in the pres-
ervation of the old depot, but also Ravenswood, the
Duarte Garage and Trevarno. A Guild member as-
sembled the first historic resource survey of the com-
munity which was adopted by the city’s Historic Pres-
ervation Committee in 1977. In 1978, a Guild mem-
ber was instrumental in getting the D.J. Murphy house
at Third and McLeod Streets accepted on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. Members of the
organization also document the history of the commu-
nity through articles in the Guild’s newsletter and in
books and pamphlets. The organization has supplied
research information on many of this city’s historic
businesses, personalities and residences to organiza-
tions, the city and individual private citizens who share
our love for the Valley’s history. The Guild Officers
and Board members want to thank all of you who
have supported our efforts during these twenty-five
years with your membership contributions and volun-
teer efforts. The Livermore Heritage Guild couldn’t
have done it without your support, THANK YOU!



LIDERINORE
HERITAGE
GUILD
1999

CALEIDAR

The calendars are here! They would make a great gift for the new year.

Have a Happy New Year from the Livermore Heritage Guild
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CALENDAR

Thursday, January 14th @ 7:00pm

LHGMeeting, Carnegie Building

Saturday, January 30th 9am-2pm
Pre-Ground Hog Day Garage Sale
Highway Garage, Portola Ave,Livermore

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

The LHG Museum Fund is off to agreatstart! Thanks to
the generosity of our members we have already received
donations totaling $1700.00, including one anonymous
donation of $1,000.00. Others who have donated are Judy
Eckart, Mr/Mrs H.P. Fereira, George and VirginaBing,
Lynand John Stein, Pedar Andersen and Tim Sage. We
wantto thank all of you for giving the fund such a positive
start! And to our anonymous donor aspecial thank you as
well.

Pre-Ground Hog Day Garage Sale! The Guild willhold
a garage sale the 30th of January, from 9am to 2pm, at the
Duarte Garage. Items leftover from the auction as well as
some new additions will be available atbargainprices. With
theexception of afew special pieces that are set aside for
the next auction, the goal is to empty the place to make
room for the next batch of auction treasures. If you geta
chance, stop by and brouse, you never know what you
mightfind. Evenif you don'tfind that special bargain stop
by and say hello.

1999 Calanders are here!

Don't forget to pich up your 1999 LHG Calander at the
Carnegie Library. This years calander features pictures,
both pastand present, about getting around in Livermore.
Once again the cover and back pages are done in color,
making the calander very eyecatching. Thanks tothe ever
charming AnnaSiig Drummond forhereffortsinproducing
another greatcalander!

LHG WEBPAGE
@www.lhg.org

We want to thank Dick Lerche for taking on the LHG web
pageresponsibilities. Judging fromthe improvements Dick
has already made, the page is going tobecome even more
popular than it already has been. Dick has added more
informative sections including one with copies of previous
newsletters. One viewer of the page commented he spent
anhour looking at the page and enjoyed every minute.

We've included some of the comments left on the page from
viewers which we thought you might find interesting. Itis
interesting that many people who check our page are
former Livermore residents that wantto visit theirold home
town viaour website. We are glad we can offer afriendly
site where they can reminisce. We especially appreciate
theircomments when they visit. Perhaps we canincorpo-
rate afew more pictures of the town as it is today to make
the tour from far away places more complete.

If you would like to respond to some of the email requests



below left on our web page, I am sure they would enjoy
hearingfromyou.

From The Web Page Guestbook

Class of 1952 LHS. After all these years, I still call
Livermore home! Mom, Frances Faria, worked at Cresta
Blanca Winery for26yrs.Step-dad,Ernest Faria, retired at
Lawrence Radiation. My father, Earl Hughes, worked at
the VA Hospital,and was also a very good furniture repair
man.AfterI graduated, Imarried ayoung soldier stationed
at Camp Parks.46 years later, we have 4 children & 12
grand children. I would enjoy hearing from anyone who
remembers mom,dads or me. Sincerely, SylviaHughes
[maidenname]

SylviaHughes <sylmar@mindspring.com>

Iwas very excited tofind thisinfoon Livermore, CA.Iwas
bominLivermore in 1960 and gradutated high school from
LHS in 1979. My parents still live thereand itisalways a
joy tocome home and visit. Livermore is my home. Iam
proudtosay Iam fromthere. If anybody knows of the class
of "79reunion, please let me know. Loved visiting the site.
More pictures please!

StevenR.Facer <rvsf@aol.com>

Long Beac, CAUSA -

We moved from the Bronx to Livermore in 1989 when 1
accepted atransfer within LSILogic Corp. Somewhat of
acultural change! (Inspite of its reputation, the Bronx isripe
with its own respectable history, which weexplored while
living there.) We and our five childrenreally loveithere, it's
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anice town forfamilies. I spenttime in thelocal library and
heritage guild learning abitabout Livermore history. An-
other guestbook signer (from England) suggests "walk
about" tours. I'd like to also suggest aroad tour that could
be printed outand used todrive around Livermore and the
surrounding hills. The map could contain numbers on it
corresponding to descriptions of sights and historical
events. I would be glad to help construct such a guide.
Email me fromthe guildif you need volunteers. (12/25/98)
Fred Urrutia<fred @urrutia.com>

Livermore, CAUSA -

My Mom, AlmaHughes, graduated from Livermore H.S
around 1951. Miltand Helen Hughes were my grandpar-
ents and owned Hughes Draperies in the 60's and 70's.
Wouldenjoy hearing from anyone who knew them.
MikeKlis <michael klis @gte.net>

San Jose, Ca -

The more I travel the more I become convinced that
Livermore is the best place on earth. Let's not take this
treasure for granted! Thanks to the heritage (guild) for
protecting the rich history of our area. I look forward to
joining itand moving back home.

Marc Chapuis <chapuis @hotmail.com>

Culver City, CA -

Thank you very much for the work you putinto this site. I
am a graduate of LHS and it's nice to visit, if only via
modem. Thanks again

Christopher Byrmne <Byrne30@atc-enviro,com>

St. Louis, MO -
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CALENDAR

Thursday,March 11th@ 7:00pm

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

Museum Fund donorslist: Roberta Hadley, Mrs. Dorothy
Wallace, Gail Shearer, Jean & Dick Lerche, and Bill Junk

Alsowe owe anapology for carelessediting: lastmonth's
list should have said Peder and Margaret Andersen,
instead of mispelling one name and omitting the other.

Dan Mosier's new book History of Tesla - A California
Coal Mining Town is available at the History Center for
$29.95 plustax. Danhad beenresearching this book since
1978. Thisis the most complete work ever assembled on
the history of Tesla, which was located on TeslaRoad. Be
sure to pick up your copy.

Theannouncementlast Fall of aplanned regional swimming
meet to be held in Pleasanton this Spring stirred memories
of earliersuch meetsinthe Valley, specifically:

The Livermore AquaRodeo and the Aquacowboys
by Barbara Bunshah

A swimming pool had been among the desired but
unpurchasable amenities for the “new” High School when
itwas builtin the late 1920s. The Great Depressionand the
Second World War delayed that acquisitionstill longer. In

mid-November 1947: “Work Starts on Swimming Pool”
and by mid-April 1948 itwasinuse. The original plans for
the pool called for it to be run by the Park District but in
1948 othercommitments of LARPD made thattemporarily
impossible. Not until late Spring 1949 was the local
newspaper able to report that the Recreation & Park
District was operating the high school pool. “Operating”
included planning Lifesaving courses, Swim-To-Live
sessionsand being responsible for the summer (and in very
warm years, early Autumn) public use of the facility.

One of the first big events was headlined in the Livermore
News in June 1951: “Invitations to the LARPD’s
“AquaRodeo”,July 21 and 22 inthe High School pool this
week had been sentto 120districts and swimming clubs in
Californiaincluding those in the southern part of the state,
and also were mailed to Nevada, Washingtonand Oregon.
C.S. Shelly, superintendent, said yesterday "while the
competition will be the big event on the area’s summer
program, attemnpts also were being made to push itintothe
foreground of Pacific meets."” Contestants were asked in
5ageclasses: 8,10,12,14 & 16. “Because boysand gitls
compete in separate divisions, this will actually mean 10
classes.”

“Attempts are being made to sign well-known swimmers
for exhibition races and it is intended that among the
features will be demonstrations by baby AquaCowboys—
that is, the swimmers of really tender years” (Livermore
News, ibid.)

The meet was such a success that a year later the News



reported “invitations have gone out for the Second
AquaRodeo, and that the AAU age-group swimming
championships of the Pacific Coast will be decided atthe
meet...” A week laterthe papernoted that the AquaRodeo
had drawn interest from Canadianclubs.

Atthe close of the 2" AquaRodeo the Herald’s Maitland
Henryhadacommentin his*Reflections of MRH” column:
“That Livermore is too close to the AquaRodeotorealize
just how big an event it is was plainly evident when
swimmers, coaches, officials and parents from Portlandto
Los Angeles spent last weekend here for the Pacific Coast
championships. Notsomuchalack of comprehension as
tosize, theentry listof 378 swimmers of 28 clubsbeing self-
evident on that score, but as to the meet’s importance
among swimmers of theentire Pacific Coast. Itwasn’tuntil
there was achance tomingle and talk with swimenthusiasts
from out-of-town who really know their sport that most
Livermore people began torealize the highrating held by
the meet.” He went on to praise the parents and swimmers
for their hard work and dedication, doing almost all the
work alone“whohave accomplished marvelsinbuildingup
thismeet.”

Through the years the AquaRodeo grew and in the process
records were set and were broken. With the January 1958
announcement of the confirmation of the dates for that

yearsmeet the Heraldcomments: “Itis famousthroughout
the nation as the largest, fastest and best organized meetin
the country, withover2200entries participating last year.”
AndinJuly the papereditorialized: “FromaDayand aHalf
toFour Full Days—That’s the AquaRodeo”. (The News
chortled that the meet again rewrote the record book).

Thencame asetback. February 1959 the paper announced:
"AquaRodeo is canceled for this year: stringent new
regulations of the AAU’s Pacific Assoc. which wouldhave
keptalmostall Livermoreswimmersoutof the AquaRodeo
this yearhave forced LARPD tocancel the world famous
meet”. (The paper listed some of the regulations which
would have given almostall the control of the meet tothe
AAU and its appointed officials). But it came back the
following year “scaled down abit fromits earlier almost
unmanageable size” (smaller?—it had nearly 2,000
individualsin S2eventsthat year).

By 1969 The Herald (7/18/69) could comment “for the
second time in its 19 year history the nationally famed
AquaRodeo swim meet will be held this yearina50 meter
Olympicdistance pool....atChabotJuniorcollege. ..” (that
was tomeet the U.S. Olympic committee requirements).

The AquaRodeo continued until the mid 1970s, always
growing.

IT IS TIME TO THINK ABOUT DONATIONS TO THE ANNUAL HERITAGE GUILD AUCTION.
TO ARRANGE FOR PICK-UP OF DONATIONS, PLEASE CALL THE HISTORY CENTER AT 449-9927
(WED. THROUGH SUN. BEIWEEN 11:30 A.M. & 4 P.M.)
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March 1999 Vol. XXVIV No.6
CALENDAR
Thursday, March 11 @ 7:00pm

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Thursday, April 8 @ 7:00 p.m.
LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Saturday & Sunday, April 24&25
Livermore Art Association annual Spring Art Show at the
Barn on Pacific Avenue. Reception Saturday evening.
Meetthe artists. Call449-9927 for more information

Don't forgetthe annual Memorial Weekend LHG auction
inMay

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

We are looking for donations for this year's LHG
AUCTION. The auction will be upon us soon.
Donations of goods and services are greatly
appreciated. Allusableitems will be accepted except
books, clothing and furniture (unless considered
antique). Unfortunatly, computer equipment not
working or more than 4 years old also can not be
accepted. Time to clean out those garages and let us
help you dispose of those items that need a new home.
Phone 449-9927 for pickup. This has been a fun event
for everyone and welook forward to seeing you at the
auction!

CHECK OUR WEBPAGEAT: http://www.lhg.org

Prior to the mid 1920's houses in Livermore were not
numbered. You would refer to your residence by what
street it was on and what it was next to or across from.

Excerpted from Herald & News, July 15,1927

Trustees Plan for Numbering of Houses

Anotherinformal discussion on house numbering was held
by the town trustees at their meeting Monday evening with
theresultthat plans were laid for an early consideration of
the improvement as soon as the street signs are in place.

Town Engineer, L.E.Wright, will prepare amap showing
the number designations for the various blocks and Town
Attorney MLJ. Clark, will begin work onahouse numbering
ordinance. Numbering s the logical step to follow the signs
and the trustees will be ready for the step as soon as the
signs are erected.

Itis planned to make First Street the dividing line for the
northand south streets, numbers running in both directions
from this central intersection. Owing to the diagonal
manner in which Livermore avenue (Lizzie Street) cuts
through the southern portion oftownaproblemis presented,
there being alarger number of blocks west of the street at
the southerly town limits than atthe intersection with First
Street. Ithas been proposed that some high figure, suchas
1000, bearbitrarily given the block atthe intersection ofthe



twostreets at the flagpole, permitting expansionto the east
fortenblocks. Some of these are already laid outand the
additional numbers would take care of possible growth.

!

Gon i \,{ R
“Merchants Lanch
60-Cents

Chicken Dinner Sundays

Club Breakfast

30 to 60 Cents

Mally’s Grill

These detailsare being given consideration and willhave
been definitely settled by the time the signs are in place.

IExcerpted from Herald & News, February §,1929

Must Get Numbers

Thetownengineer wasinstructed toenforce the ordinance
requiring house numbers. The council points out that
tenants as well asowners are responsible forputting up the
numbers. Persons who have not already secured the
official number designated for their premises may dosoby
applyingto Town Engineer L.E. Wrightand Town Clerk
ElmerG. Still at the town hall.

_

1927 ad for original Mally’s

SPECIAL NOTE: A former Guild board member has lent us a collection of old cookbooks
and Depression-era kitchen gadgets. They ave the start of an exhibit for Women's
History Month on WOMEN'S WORK. There are modern non-traditional workers noted as
well as the traditional home-bound women. It is an exhibit undev construction, and
will develop over the month to six weeks of its existence. Please stop at the
History Center to see il and Lo add ideas for it.
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CALENDAR

Thursday, May 13 @ 7:00pm

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

LHG Annual Auction held atthe Duarte Garage
Saturday, May 29

Doors open at 5 p.m. and dinner is served at 6 p.m.
with an auction beginning at7 p.m. Thisis alwaysafun
eventand we look forward to seeing you there.

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

The auction will beupon ussoon. Weneed your help.
We are looking for donations for this year's auction
at the end of May. It's a good time to do some spring
cleaning and donate those unwanted items to a good
cause. For free pickup call Barbara at 449-9927.

Excerpted from Livermore Herald & News,May 1, 1 963
City Estimates Office Space Need for 2000

With the announcement that36.5 acres of the44.5
acrecivic center site would tentatively be used for public
buildings in the year 2000, the city staff released Monday
areport on expected space needs at the center proposed
for the rodeo grounds.

The statistical informationinthe 17 page booklet
will be used by consultants in drafting along-range plan for
developmentof the civiccenter site.

Thepublicbuildings tentaﬁvely designé& to océ;[;y N

the larger part of the site include governmental building,
local agency offices, and recreational facilities. Allowing
that 37 years will bring many changes in governmental
structure and architectural design, the result may be re-
quirements for more or less land, the plansays.

SINGLESTORY

Also, the estimate is based on single story develop-
ment while multi-story buildings would reduce the site
coverage by 50 per cent.

The report states that the desirability of city acqui-
sitionof alloraportion of the 4.5 acres located on the south
side of the rodeo grounds, along South Livermore Avenue
should notbe overlooked. Thisland would provide more
major street frontage and more flexibility inthe civiccenter
design.

Ifthe staff’s space allocationis found tobe correct,
more acres in the original site tract could be used for
recreation facilities necessary for the creation of amajor
district park for the community.

SAVINGS

The report states that a major consideration in the
land allocation is whether the civic center shallbe aone
story oratwostory “Generally the savings in costof two
story versus one story construction is not significant.”
Good design frequently dictates the provision of more
space between two story buildings, however. And, land
space saved could be used for off street parking, parks or
landscaping.



Assumingonestory development, thecity’s office
space needs range from 10,000 square feetof floorareaon
aone half acre site today, to a 53,000 square feet of floor
areaon athree and ahalf acre site by the year 2000. The
plan adds that an additional acre will be required for a
30,000 square footlibrary building.

FOR PARK
According to the report, an agreement between

the city and the park district, 9.32 acres mustbe reserved

fordevelopmentby the park district for park and recreation
purposes.

The park districthas submitted a park plan which
_ generally conformsto pastcity thinking relativetothe civic
center design. This design would be integrated into the
overall civiccenterdesign.

Going farther, the report says that in accordance
with an agreement between the city and the rodeo associa-
tion, approximately nine acres should be reserved to
provide asite for astadium having a 5000 seat capacity.
The reportadds that the Sunken Gardens is considered the
best potential location for this stadium.
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OTHER BUILDINGS

Theareaalso will contain acreage foracommunity
office building, an auditorium, and amuseumandhistorical
building. The Cooperative Day Nursery, Livermore Art
Association and the Council of Social Welfare are three
groups which have indicated interest in the utilization of
such space.

Anestimated two acres is set aside by the report
to be used as the community office building off street
parking with necessary open areas. Five acres would be
allocated for the construction of the exhibition halland a
1,000 and 2,000 seat auditorium, concludes the report.

SCHOOLS

While neitherthe high school orelementary school
‘boardshave officially indicated interest in administration
offices at the civic center, the report states that about two
acres would be enough room in event the districts are
unified and there are no adjoining warehouses.

The report was designed toact as acompilation of
datarelative toareaand building space requirements forthe
potential occupants of the site.

Most of the data was received in response to a
questionnaire submitted to city department heads and
letters sent to public agencies and organizations.
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, ALLMGNTH INDECEMBER
»;LwemmArtAssocxatlonHohdayExpnesswns ,

- Carmnegie Bldg, 11:30a.m.t04:00p.m. Wed.-Sun.

- - Youwill findhandmade glftltemsandartworkmcludmg

ornaments, handmade greemxgcards,cezarmcs,baskeny
pamnngs,hand woven andkmttedxtems =

Sunday, Decembcr 12 @noontoSpm.
Ravenswood Yuletide, an old fashloned chtonan—style
Christmasparty

S AmdemngeofmusMentwmnmuwﬂlmcludeexoetpts ;
- fromthe*“Nutcracker”, the Livermore-GranadaHigh School

Chamber Chorale, Scottish dancers and bag piper Fred
Chnstmascraftsandtalkto Santahimself.

sawrday,;lanuary& 2000

- Lincoln Highway Association meetsatthe

Lincoln Highway Garage, Livermore
(see below formore dctalls) ‘

: Thursday,]anuary 13 @ 7: OOp m,

LHGMeeting, Carnegie Bldg.

" LHG calendars will be available on December 15 at

the Carnegie Library. Titled “Livermore-Past, Present
and Future”, cost is $9.50 which includes tax. These -

calcndmsmakegmatgnﬁsforthenewyear Forﬂlemonth ‘

of Decemberif you would like your calendar mailed, we

will waive the shipping costs. Starting in January shipping
- willbe $1.75. Foradditional information call: 449-9927

Also available at the Carnegie Library: Livermore 1883

_ maps (reproduction) at $7.50 including tax, Livermore

Heritage Guild mugs at $9.00 including tax, Gary
Drummond’s new book “Klondike News” (story of -
Livermoreresidentsin the Alaskangoldrush) for $14,02

including tax, and “Tesla”

by Dan Mosier at $32.42
includingtax. -

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

OnSamrday, January 8, 2000, at noon, the California
Chapterof The Lincoln Highway Assocwhonwtllholdxts -
,Rutiedge Chﬂdmnwﬂlgetachanoetomakzoldfastuoned, qu i ]

Garage and the Altamont Garage which is also on the

Lincoln Highway. The LHA hopes to have aspeaker as
~ well. Guild members are encouraged to attend and the
publicisinvitedalso. If youhave anoldcar, bringitalong.

‘Starting Sunday, December 5 through January 8 the con-
tents of the Millennium Time Capsule will be ondisplay at -

Carnegie Bldg. It is scheduled to be buried in January
2000.

R L
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CALENDAR
Thursday,May 13 @ 7:00pm

LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Saturday, May 29 Duarte Garage, Livermore Heri-
tage Guild Annual Auction and spaghetti dinner. Auc-
tion preview begins at5:00 p.m., dinner starts at 6:00 p.m.
and the auction startsat 7:00 p.m.Tickets for the dinner
are $6.00 and can be purchased in advance atthe Carnegie
Library Bldg. oratthe door thatnight. This price includes
spaghetti dinner, soft drink or coffee and dessert. The
auctionitselfis free.

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

We are looking for donations for this year's LHG
AUCTION. The auction will be upon us soon.
Donations of goods and services are greatly
appreciated. All usableitems will be accepted except
books, clothing and furniture (unless considered
antique). Unfortunately, computer equipment not
working or more than 4 years old also can not be
accepted. Time to clean out those garages and let us
help you dispose of those items that need anew home.
Phone 449-9927 for pickup. This hasbeen afunevent
for everyone and welook forward to seeing you at the

: 1
auction! Laddsville

by Gary Drummond

In the spring of 1864 a wagon load of lumber
appeared in the eastern end of the Livermore Val-

ley. It belonged to one Alphonso Ladd and was
intended fora frame house. Ladd had pre-empted
a 160 acre parcel of the Robert Livermore Rancho
Las Positas - perhaps “squatted” is a more aptterm
since the boundaries of Livermore’s property had
notyetbeen quieted. ltwas Ladd’s intentionto start
a small community to be known as Laddsville. Its
location was at the junction of a wagon trail from
Dublin with anotherthat crossed the valley fromthe
southwest. That wagon trail from Dublin is today
known as Junction Avenue.

Ladd broughtanotherload of lumberinto the valley
in the fall of 1864 for the construction of a hotel.
Besides rooms to let at 50 cents a night, Ladd
provided convivial spirits over a bar consisting of
two planks laid over upright barrels.

Ladd’s venture attracted others to his new commu-
nity. Ageneral mercantile store; ablacksmith shop,
followed by a second one, offered services making
and repairing equipment for surrounding farms; a
druggist, a brewery and eating establishments were
established in the business district. The needfora
school became apparent by 1866 - it was estab-
lished some distance west of the community, near
the intersection of whatis now Portola and Rincon
Avenues, primarily to serve farm children. And by
1868, Laddsville had become a noticeable com-
munity, consisting of perhaps 50 people, notmore
than a half-dozen of whom were registeredto vote.

The news coming out of Laddsville at this time was,
in most instances, of a violent nature: knifings and



shootings. But there was more innocent amuse-
ment in the town. Until 1875 the townspeople
enjoyed bullfights on Sundays and, on otherocca-
sions, abearmightbe pitted againstabull, oradog
setuponabadgerthat was given refugeinabarrel.
The bullring was said to have been 30 feet in
diameter and seven feet high with several tiers of
seats around the ring.

But Alphonso Ladd did not live to see his commu-
nity in full bloom. He died on November 2, 1868,
when he was only 40 years old.

N AUCTIONEE

Laddsville bustled with activity in the spring of 1869.
The Central Pacific Railroad was being pushed
throughthe valley which meant an economic benefit
tothe community. Railroad workers required board-
ing places, lodging, and other wants which resi-
dents were quick to supply.

Fire struck the business district of Laddsville in
September, 1871. With no fire protectionin place,
the conflagration quickly spread throughoutthe vil-
lage. The town was never rebuilt: most of the
inhabitants moved to the new town of Livermore,
just a half-mile downthe road.

See You At The Auction!
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Thursday, July 8 @ 7:00pm
LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

The Annual Fundraiser Auction was anotherbig hit. We
wish to give aspecial thanks to Lynn Owens and Randy
Taylorfortheirtime and efforts. We also wanttothank all
the LHG volunteers who made this auction happen. This
year’sauction broughtin over $2,500 for the LHG which
will be applied to the repainting of the Duarte Garage as
soon as all the bids are in.

The Historymobile has been making the rounds in the last
twomonthsof thelocal third grade classes. The demand for
the Historymobile by the local schools has increasedevery
year. Many volunteers have been working hard to make
thishappen. Look forareport on this years "Tour De Third
Grade" inour nextnewsletter.

Excerpted from Livermore Herald
February27,1942

Local Plant Busy Manufacturing Wine Casks

Firstshipment of an order of twenty-five casks had been
delivered this week to the Roma Wine Company, Fresno,

by the Livermore plant of the Canton Barrel and Bag
Company.

The initial shipment was four oak casks, each having a
capacity of 6,300 gallons. The total order will add more
than 150,000 gallons of cooperage to the winery.

Paul F. Martia, superintendent at the local plant said the
casks were among the first of that size tobe constructed in
Californiasince resumption of wine making activities. Their
capacity permits aging of wine in large quantities, obviating
necessity forextensive blending to obtain uniformflavor.



(Continued fromfirst page)
Has Become Leader

Concentrating on the use of oak forbuilding tanks, casks,
and barrels the Livermore planthasbecome aleaderin the
California field since its establishment here a year ago.
While redwood tanks are generally acceptable for some
phases of winery operations, oak is recognized as the best
medium for properaging and developmentof high quality
wines.

Thelocal planthas filled orders for cooperage totaling in
excess of 250,000 gallons for the Cresta Blanca Winery
here, which is now completing ahuge expansion program.
Included were ten tanks of 6,500 gallons each and 45
casksranging from 1,800to 3,500 gallons, together with
more than ahundred reconstruction jobs on smallersizes.

Expansion of the local plant would be immediately in
prospect, Martiadeclared, if experienced coopers could
beobtained. Lack of skilled workmen makes itimpossible
tohandle all of the greatly increased volume of business
resulting from the expansion in the wine business after
imports were halted by the war. Material and supplies
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present no problem, he said, in view of the huge stocks of
seasoned oak, maintained here and at the Ohio plantofthe
firm, athis disposal.

Cresta Blanca Wine Storage Largest

Livermore Valley Winery’s capacity of 1,500,000 gallons
leadsentire country, increasing its facilities from 200,000
gallons to 1,500,000 gallons has giventhe CrestaBlanca
Winery the largest oaken storage capacity in the entire
United States, Max Bartholomew, plant manager, an-
nounced this week.

Oak Essential

Purchase of oak casks and ovals with a capacity of
700,000 gallons has been made, oak being considered
essential for storage purposes in aging fine wines,
Bartholomew states. Forracking, stabilizing and clarifica-
tion of wineslarge redwood tanks have been installed. Oak
and redwood cooperage at the winery isnow aboutequal,
Bartholomew said.

PlantEnlarged
The plant winery has beenremodeled and enlarged since it

was acquired lastyearby Schenley distillers for large scale
operation.
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CALENDAR

Thursday, Aug 12 @ 7:00pm
LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Thursday, Sept9 @ 7:00pm
LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

Look foranannouncementinthe nextnewsletterregarding
the celebration of Robert Livermore's 200th Birthday in
October.

This year, for the year 2000 LHG Calendar, we will be
listing one member's name on each day as recognition of
their support of the Guild through theirmembership.
We will be using the name thatis shown on your mailing
label. We will only be listing the names of members, not
their address. If you wishnottobe listed, please sendus a
note at the following address asking nottobelisted on the
calendar. LHG,P.0.Box 961, Livermore,Ca94551. The
calendar will go to the printer inthe third week of Septem-
ber and be available for sale in early November.

Excerpted from Livermore Herald, June 12, 1915

Did Marshall Discover Gold?
(From Grizzly Bear for June)

Residing at Livermore, Alamedacounty is Mrs. Mary A.
Smith, who with her husband, Henry Smith, came to
Californiain 1846 at the same time as the Reed-Donner
party. They were members of the Harlan party, which
came by the regular trail, the Reed-Donner party taking a
new “cut-off” route which proved so disastrous.

Mrs. Smith wasrelated to Peter Wimmer, whose name has
beenprominently connected with thehistoric goldfind in El
Dorado county that caused thousands and thousands to
flock toCalifornia.

Recently acommittee from Las Positas Parlor of Native
Sons had occasion tointerview Mrs. Smith and obtained
fromherthe following story inreferencetothediscovery of
gold at Coloma in 1848. Although 88 years old, Mrs.
Smith retains all her mental faculties and having had per-
sonal acquaintance with many of the early-day people and
events is amostinteresting person.

“Peter Wimmer was anuncle of mine by marriage, his wife



being a sister of my father. He had five children by an
earliermarriage,and his wifehad two; aftertheirmarriage
three or four more children were born to them.

“When they came to Californiahe lefthis family at Sutter’s
Fort, while he went with Fremont as faras SanJose. When
he returned he wasemployed by Marshall and Sutter to
build amill at Coloma, E1 Dorado county; it was here that
gold was discovered on the 24th day of January, 1 848.

“Weheard of the discovery soonafterand my cousin, Tom
Smith, wenttoseeifit wastrue. Whilehe was gonelra Van

Gordon, who had come to Mission SanJose, toldusthat -

gold had really been found and said that he was goingup
tothe mines the nextday. Before 120’clock thatevening
we had decided to go to the mines also. Next day we
started and went through Berkeley and the Martinez Hills,
but there were so many people ahead of us that we had to
wait our turn to be ferried across at Benicia.

“There was only one boat, and everyone who had heard
about the gold discovery was making arush tobe on the
ground first. Finally our turncame. A terrible wind was
blowingand the tide was still running up, so that instead of
drifting across we drifted up Suisun bay. There were ten
horses on the boat belonging to a Mike Foley. They
becameexcited and keptrunning fromoneside of theboat
tothe other, causing one side to sink. The horseshad tobe
beaten sothat they wentinto the waterinordertorightthe
boat. It was said that only one horse ever reached the
shore.

«Atabout 3 o’clock in the morning we drifted back to the
~ same shore from which we had made our start. Wehad
been in the water most of the night but no one was
drowned. The nextday we had to ferry.across again but
reached the shore in safety this time. We wereon Mormon
Island onthe 4th of July 1848, in the vicinity of whatisnow
FolsomIsland.

The Gold Find

“From Mormon Island we went to Coloma. When we
reached there my uncle, Peter Wimmer, told me how they
had found the gold. They were going tohave amillrace and
turned the water on at night. Inthe morning they turned the
wateroff and when it was dry enough to walk in they found
the gold. Marshall and Peter Wimmer were walking along
together when the gold was found. They took itto Jane
Wimmer, who was making soap, and she putitinthekettle
with the soap. When it was taken outit was very shiny,and
Jane, whoknew gold, told them what it was.

“They then took it to Sutter’s Fort where it was tested.
Peter Wimmer was only working for Marshall, and as
Marshall took the gold to the forthe claimed the discovery.
But the nugget was in the possession of the Wimmers and
was worn by Mrs. Wimmer on achain until it was finally
given by Peter to an Oakland lawyer for his services in
writingupthe history of the nugget. But Peterdied broken-
hearted because he was never given the credit of having
really been the discovererof the gold.

“The fact that Wimmer had the gold in his possession so
many years and Marshall nothaving it atall gives the best
foundation formy beliefinmyuncle, Peter Wimmer’s, story
of the discovery. Onereason that Marshall gotall the praise
for the discovery was that Wimmer was only his working
man, and also the fact thatit was he, Marshall, whotook the
goldtotheforttobetested, telling those there thatit was his
find.

«“wimmer died at his sister’s home, somewhere in the
mountains near San Luis Obispo. His wife, Janedied long
before, her death being caused by a tumor. A son, John
Wimmer, who it was also claimed by many, discovered the
goldwhileplaying inthe millrace, joined the Southern army
when the warbroke out and neverreturned to the State. His
wife was his stepmother’s sister.



“We leftthe minesin the latter partof October, going to San
Francisco. From there we went to Mission San Jose. In
1867 we came to Livermore Valley, where my husband
and brother had a store.

Early Spanish Customs

“My husband, Henry C. Smith, was the first Alcalde or
Justice of the Peace in Alameda county. He could talk
Spanish very fluently, and the Spaniards came tohim with
all theirdifficulties. He went to the Legislature as arepre-
sentative from Santa Clara county, and it was he who
drafted the bill thatdivided the county to form Alameda
county. John Bigler was thenthe Governorand the Legis-
lature met at Benicia. Alvarado was then the county seat.

“Horace Carpentier offered my husband half of his interest
inOakland property thatbelonged to the PeraltaGrantifhe
would allow the county seat to be moved to Oakland, but
he refused because of his own great interests in Alvarado.
However, it was afterward moved to San Leandro, thento
Oakland, and although my husband spent an immense
fortune trying to get it back to Alvarado it stayed at
Oakland. There was asayingatthattime that ‘Henry Smith
said that the county seat should be at Alvarado, but God
Almighty said thatitshould not.”

“My husband died at Livermore in 1875. He was still the
Justice of the Peace when he became sick, and was the first
Justice of the Peace in Alameda county. When we first
came to Livermore there were very few houses here—
really only one large house and that was situated at
Laddsville, by which name the town was originally called.

“Inthose days the Indians were slaves tothe Spanish, who
never worked. It was no uncommon thing to see the
Spanish people being waited upon by a great number of
Indian children, because when the Indians rebelled the
Spaniards captured their children and made them work for
them. The Indians were locked up atall times when they
were not actually under the supervision of the Spaniards.

“When we kept astore at Mission San Jose, the Spaniards
who came to trade with us rode their horses right into the
store, although there were four or five doorsteps. There
would sometimes be five or six horses in the store atone
time. The Spaniards very seldomgot off theirhorsesunless
itwasreally necessary.

“When one made the trip in those days from Oakland to
San Jose one would see millions of cattle, and alsoquite a
lotof wheat which was raised by the Indians.

“When a Spanish child died the mother would carry the
coffin upon her head, and the sister or nearest relative
carried the coverupon her head to the place of burial. A
great number of children marched, and they alwayshad a
greatdeal of music. All thechildrencarried bright-colored
handkerchiefs. They alwayshad many candlesinthe death
room, and alsolooking glasses on the tables nearthe wall.”

If you would like to read more of Mary Ann Smith's
story pick up a copy of '"Recollections of A Pioneer
Mother. The Life Story Of Mary Ann (Harlan) Smith'"'
by Gary Drummond. Copies are available at the
Carnegie Library.
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Sunday and Monday, September 5 & 6
HarvestFestival, various Livermore wineries
Historymobile will be at Concannon Winery

Thursday, September 9 @ 7:00pm
LHG Meeting, Carnegie Building

Thursday, September 16,4-8 p.m.
Farmer's Market, Third and L Streets, Livermore
Historymobile will be there too!

Saturday, October 9 @ 5:00 p.m.
Annual General Meeting

Speaker: Gary Drummond

"The Life and Times of Robert Livermore

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS

Imagine celebrating the birthday anniversary of someone
borntwo hundred years ago. That’s what the Livermore
Heritage Guild will be doing on Saturday evening, October
9, whenitremembers Robert Livermore, bornin Spring-
field, Englandinthe fall of 1799, and is the person for whom
this valley and our town is named.

Joiningmembers of the Guild atits Annual General Meeting
will be anumber of descendants of Livermore and his wife
JosefaHigueraLivermore.

The celebration will be held at the Veterans Memorial
Building, 522 South L Street, in Livermore. A social hour
beginning at 5:00 p.m. with ano-host bar willkick off the
festivities,and dinner will be served beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Cost of the dinner is $22.00 per person.

Afterabriefbusiness meeting, the speaker for the evening
is local historian, Gary Drummond, whose topicis “The
Life and Times of Robert Livermore.”

Tickets can be purchased at the Guild’s History
Center, 2150 Third Street (in the Carnegie Library
building) whichis open Wednesday through Sunday
11:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Please use the enclosed
form to make your dinner choice and sign up for an

interesting evening.

Seating will be limited and tickets must
be purchased in advance to plan dinner!

The Historymobile is celebrating 10 years of keeping
Livermore third graders informed about the history of
Livermore. This month the Historymobile will be at the
Harvest Festival, September 5&6 at Concannon Winery
and September 16 atdowntown Livermore atthe Farmer's
Market. Thanks to Tillie Calhoun and her helpers for
keeping the Historymobile funandinformative.



The following are accessions received by the
Livermore Heritage Guild inrecent months:

A collection of 15 small photos of the Livermore airportin
the 1930s and of the Graham family (Hugh Graham was in
charge there during the late 30s). Giftof Evelyn Estrada of
Modesto

Abook on Victorian houses and acopy of the reprint of the
Historical Atlas of Alameda County. Gift of Henri
Fankhauser

Aframedoil painting by Ben Aiken: aCaliforniahistory
mural (6x9"). Giftof JohnF.Regan

SevenU.S.Dept. Ag. yearbooks, random years between
1904 & 1932 and school books (one identified as belong-
ing to A. Jordensen, Livermore Class, 1905). Gift of
GwendolynBeam

Twocopiesof "The Golden Gater" (publicationof Livermore
Naval Air Station, 1944-45) and 27 photographs (all
identified), black & white, taken at the Air Station during
WWIL. GiftofR.Janie Tillbury of San Jose.

Oilpainting of May School (donor says painting by Marie
L.Mann, was done less than a week before the school was
burned down by vandals). Giftof Dudley Cantua
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Over 100 small photographs as well as two bowling
trophies, halfadozennewspaperclippings, alobby display
board of "offices" and a booklet, all concerned with the
Livermore Sanitarium in the early 1960s. Gift of Jan
Ramsdell, aformerLivermore resident now of Hayward

Acopy of "Happy Memories" by Alice Anspacher Myers.
Giftof Bruce Colton of Berkeley

A collection of over 30 books fromthe library of the late
AnnLewis; both Valley histories and general California
histories. Giftof the Hon.J.A. Lewis

Nine political campaign buttons from the 1970s & early
80s. Giftof Mrs. James Foote

A tape transcription machine and anumber of transcribed
tapes. Giftof Kathy Stathis

Several small bottles, a glass measuring cup and a card-
board pill bottle, all drug store items, from an unknown
donor

The Guild wishes to thank all the people who have
donated items to our collection, together, we will
""Help Save Yesterday For Tommorrow''
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