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Andrew J. McL eodwasoneof Livermore searliest

CALENDAR settlers. McL eod Streetisnamed after him.

Thursday, July 10, 7:30 p.m.
LHG Board Meeting, Carnegie Bldg.

HERITAGE GUILD HAPPENINGS
We're OPEN again!!!

The CarnegieBuilding hashad the damageto thefloor
repaired, the ceiling replastered, and has been com-
pletely repaintedinside! Most of the displayshave
been reinstalled thanksto the hard work of Annaand
Gary Drummond, Tim Sage, Bill Junk, Barbara
Bunshah, Jerry Bireley to nameafew. Wewill havea
grand opening to be announced in the near future but
feel free to stop by and see the progress we have
made.

Auction Report
TheAnnua Auctionwasagreat success. astraw pole

showed we had approximately 15 new bidderswho
had never attended our auction before. Wehad lively
bidding and brought in nearly $3,000 for the Heritage
Guild. Wewishtothank Lynn Owensand hispartner,
Randy Griffith, for their help. Someof themoney will
be used to purchase new filing cabinetsand shelving
for thearchiva roominthe Carnegie Building.
Conservation/Preservation Awards

Each year the Heritage Guild honorsoneor morelo-
cal businesses/peoplefor their effortsin preserving
Livermore'shistory. Wearelooking for committee
membersto help nominate candidatesfor thisyear's
awards. If you areinterested in participating or if you
know of alocal person and/or business which you
feel has helped preserve the area's history and you
fed isacandidatefor nomination, please contact usat
449-9927.

Andrew J. McL eod
by Larry Mauch

IN1875,six yearsafter WilliamMendenhall laidoutthe
original town of Livermore and began selling lots,
Andrew J. McL eod, astorekeeper andresident of the
areasince 1868, filed hisplanfor theexpansionof the
town. Bordered by South Livermore Ave., Church
Street, First Street and Sixth Street with McLeod
Street running through its center, thisaddition was
comprised of eighteenblocks.

Bornin1837inGallia, Ohio,Mr.McLeodwouldlose
hisparentsat an early age. When hewas seventeen
Andrewwouldleavewithhisuncle, L. P. Gates, for
Cdlifornia. Arrivingat mission San Josein October of
1854, Andrew woul d settlein Centerville(now part of
Fremont) and take up farming. After threeyearsill
hedlthwouldforcehimtogiveupfarming. A.J.McLeod
wouldthenbecome proprietor of the American Ex-
changeHotd inCenterville, apositionhewouldhold
forthenext nineyears. Whilein Centerville,in 1859,
Mr.McLeodmarried DeliaFoley, anativeof Ireland.
Together they would have five children, Norman,
Mamie, Colin, AnnieandLeah.

In 1866 the family moved to Washington Corners
(now asoapart of Fremont). ThereMr.McLeodbuilt
and operated the Union Hotel . Six months after the
hotel began operationthefamily decidedto sell the
hotel and moveback to Centerville. For thenext year
A.J.McLeodtriedhishandinthelivery business.



Andrew J. McL eod and DeliaFoley McL eod

In 1868 thefamily movedtotheLivermoreValley,
stlingonlandnexttoWilliamMendenhdl’ s recently
acquiredholdings. Theonly communityinthevalley at
thetimewaslocated ahalf mileaway inLaddsville.
Mendenhall woul dsoonfilehisplanfor anew commu-
nity hewouldnameLivermore, after RobertLivermore,
whohad settledinthevalley from 1834 until hisdeath
in 1858. Mendenhall wasworking with the soonto
arriverailroad, encouragingthemtoestablishadepot
inhisproposed new town.

In1869Mendenhall officidlyfiledhismapfor thetown
of Livermore. Therailroad establishedadepot onland
donated by Mendenhall. Andrew J. McLeod builta
mercantilestorewithhisnew partner Henry Meyerson
the edge of the new town. That sameyear Calvin J.
Stevensmoved hisfloweringmillsfrom Centervilleto
Livermore. Thisformedthenucleusof thenew settle-

ment.

I

i
= e i

‘ D ) iR mi el t‘*ﬂiﬁ{m

{ 9

McLeod Building corner of N. Livermoreand First Street circa1905
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Adfrom 1875 Livermore Enterprise

Meyersand M cL eod operated until 1871 whenMr.
Meyers sold out his interest to Mr. Anspacher.
Anspacher remainedapartner until 1874whenhesold
hisinterestto GeorgeC. Stanley. Mr. Stanley wasa
local rancherwhoat onetimeal solivedin Centerville.
ThefirmoperatedasMcL eodand Stanley.

INn1876theLivermoreEnterpriserananarticleabout
thestore. Thearticlestatedthefirmresidedinaone
story building built of wood. Thewarehousewas75
feet by 25 feet with an adjoining store room. The
businesssold every conceivablearticleof food, do-
mestic utensils,and machinery. Thestoreroomheld
paints, oils and similar goods. The post office was
located inthefront of thebuilding. Therewere 175
privateboxesand mail wasddivered ontheaverageof
once aweek. The article also noted that the store's
stock of goodshad diminishedasof |lateallowingfor
morecompetitionfromother merchants. It seemsMr.
Stanley wasawaysonhisranchandMr. McL eodran
thestorealone. Thearticlestated that inthe past the
firmhadenjoyed$75,000per yearinsaes. If thestore
wasrestockedthesal eswould surely return. Oneyear
laterin1877,thepartnershipwasdissolvedand Mr.
McL eodretired fromthemercantilebus ness.

Previoudyin 1875, anoticeappearedinthepaper that
Mr.McLeodhadfinally receivedthetitletohisland.
Hewouldsoonbeginselling deedstothosewishingto
buy property. Mr. McL eod’ sventureintorea -estate
wouldlastthenext twenty years. L otsaround M cLeod
Streetwouldstill befor salein1890. Thetermswere
$25downand $10amonthwith 8%interest.

Mr.McLeodwaspostmaster of Livermorefrom 1869
until 1882. Hisson, Norman, servedaspostd clerk for
hisdad. AsmentionedinthearticleintheLivermore
Enterprisein 1876, thepost officewaslocatedinthe
front of thestore. Thepost officecontinuedto operate
out of the same location until afire destroyed the
building in 1882. A new larger three story wooden
buildingwasbuilt by Mr. McLeod onthesamesite.
McL eod' sSal oonwaslocated onthegroundfloor and
was operated by Norman McLeod, A.J. McLeod' s
sonuntil themid1990' s. NormanM cLeodwouldthen
become partnerswith Mr. Sangmaster and in 1892
together they would opentheHub Sal oon acrossthe
street, alocal landmark for many years.

In1895theBank Of Livermorewould moveintothe
groundfloor of theMcL eod Building. Thefront



of thebuildingwasrepaintedtolook likegranite. Dr.
Savagewouldopenhisdentd officesupstairs.In1916
theBank Of Italy purchasedtheBank Of Livermore.
TheMcL eodbuildingwastorndownin1922tomake
way for the new Bank Of Italy Building which still
standsonthesite, thecorner of N. LivermoreAvenue
andFirst Street.

In 1905 A.J. McLeod passed away from kidney
disease. Hiswife Deliapassed away thefollowing
year. NormanMcLeod, A. J. McLeod’ ssonand

founder of the Hub Saloon passed away in 1935.
(Note: theHub Saloonwastorndowninthe1970’s.
LizzieFountainoccupiesthesitetoday.)

EditorsNote: Andrew F. Silva, the nephew of A.J.
McL eod, has presented to the Livermore Heritage
Guildtwobeautiful oil paintings, paintedinthe1870's,
of A. J. McLeod and his wife Delia. Stop by the
CarnegieLibrary toseethepaintingsinour reference
room.
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Map of Livermore circa 1878 showing McL eod tract on theright
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