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HISTORY OF LIVERMORE'S FIFTH STREET SCHOOL 


Today's Fifth Street School is t he thir d s e t of build­
ings to occupy the same site. 

The first Livermore School was ope ned in May , 1866 , with 
13 pupils, 6 of whom were children o f George May who 
wa s one of t he trustees. The te ache r was Mi s s Es t he r 
Weeks. The school was on wh a t i s now Portola Avenue, 
near Robert Livermore's Rancho Las Posi t as. 

Desks for the school were financed by a dance g i ven 
in the school before it opened. The par t y was attended 
by people from as far away as An t i och. 

In the spring of 1869, before t he town of Li vermore wa s 
established, the school house we moved clos er t o t he 
newer center of activity, on wha t is now School St . near 
"[he Livermore High School. The f ollowing year a second 
building was needed for t he growi ng enro llment . 

William Mendenhall, the founder of t he t own o f Liver­
more, donated the land bordered by Fif t h , Si xth , I, and 
J Streets for the use of the school , and bo th build ­
ings were moved there. By 1877 , mor e space was ne eded . 
The old buildings were sold and moved ( one became a 
carpenter shop on Fifth Street and t he o t her a sa loon 
on Nill Square). A t wo-story bu ild ing was e r e c t ed on 
the site. Only the four rooms on t he ground f l oor we r e 
finished at first, but in 1880 the s e cond f loor wa s 
completed also. 

The famous writer Jack London was one o f Fi fth St ree t 
School's pupils. In 1883 his home was nea r Alden Lane 
and he, like all the other children l i v i ng southwest 
of town, walked to this school. It was l ere t hat Jac k 's 
life-long passion for reading wa s develope d . At school, 
Jack was given a copy of Washington I i ng 's Alhambra. 
This book fascinated him to the ex ent tha t he fashioned 
a miniature Alhambra on the grounds of t he ranch. 

The 1877 building served Livermore' s s tuden ts for 45 
years, but by 1920 the Livermore Herald wrote t hat 
"Livermore's essential need" was a "modern grammar school 
building". Various organizations took up t he cha llenge 
and students marched with signs and songs through down­



town Livermore t o promote t he dr i ve. In October, 1921. 
a $115,000 on issue was passed. The old build ing was 

isman l ed and the 1 mbe r sa lvaged. The new building ' s 
architect was H.H .Meyer , who had attended the schoo l 
35 years before. 

The cornerstone was l a id on J une 2 , 1922 in a ceremony 
conduct d by the Califo rni a Grand Lodge of Masons, and 
the schoo l opened in the buil ding on October 2 of the 
same year . The ded i cation i nc luded " I mpressive Cere­
monies" conduc ted by the Gr and Offi cers o f the Native 
Sons of the Golden West and the i nstallation of a 
plaque at the main entrance bearing the date February 
22, 1923 . 

Early in 1923 , the schoo l board purchased additional 
playground space d i rect l y south of the school grounds 
between I and J Stree ts. Sixt h Stree t was closed to 
traffic in that bloc k. 

I n September, 1943, a fi re destroye d the auditorium 
and the two upsta irs classrooms. Repairs were quickly 
made and by moving t he kindergar ten to the High School 
building and a firs t grade clas s to the Methodist 
Church, school was ab e to r e ume on schedule, Sept­
ember 27 . Renovations were begun t e f ollowing summer 
and were comple t ed b ear ly 1945. 

In the ear l y days o f its existence , the school was 
referred to as the Pub l ic Schoo l to d istinguish it 
from the Livermore Col lege which wa s private. Af ter 
the Livermore High School opened, i t was called the 
Livermore Grammar Sc 001 un t i l 1940 when the princi ­
pal decided that it should be cal led t he Live rmore 
Elementary School. When o t he r elementary schools 
were built , i became known as the Fifth Street 
School 

Be cause of dec lining enrol lment, t he present building 
is now slated f or a trans i t i on , hav i ng been used as 
an e lementary school for 60 years. 


