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HOW TO RESEARCH Y DR OLD HOUSE 

One of the plea9u~es" ' of owning" ari 9ia house I:S n? t on~y . 
kno ng ho old· it is but who built i I who has 11ved. . l.n 1 t . 
hat s ~ s are 9orln~ctedwith i and,ev~n what it or~ginally . ." . 

looked l:i.k. In esearch of this.- kind ~~l:s'"often ne~ess?-ry . 
to investigate'several alff'erent soUrce:;; of' informatlon,.~he 
HeritageG~lld can'recommend the following courses. of ac 10n 

.. . • 	 . . . ' ,. # • 

1 Th·e. w: P Bartle~t ~anciramic' view 01' 'Live7;'more .; s of'ten 
used as 'a reference' pofn't to d~termine 'wh~ther a .st~~ucture 

" ex ste4 en .agivep ·si t.eirl .1889 The' Li:vermo~e .~ire .rJ!.arshal ·. 
.' has a 8~' of Sanpo'rn'l,nsurance'maps. for the,:perl,od1.917-1930 .h., : 

w ich may. aJ.so be helpfl1l\~n : gathlg your,.house . . ~ : . . . . ' . .~ '-'" . ' . ' 
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2: You C~~ ~ 1 ve at 'the appr'oxim~· .~ age ,of your house .by .. . 
arcli~tectura s, yle }{jstorically.cer aln style s 

In vogue at various 'time' oerjoas p'oneer (cr Salt-Boy), 
r her. than a,.s yle:was- poplllarl:y uS'ed ~n Livermore. ' 
6 .... 0 late as 1.910;Italiana e.from 187.5 to 1895: 

A1)lle.~ om'189.5 to 191.,5;Ca_ifornia·Bungalow, rom 1,920 
,:is~l.·o):l·Reviva ..,also beginning in. 1920,is still 

be.ine; o.sed. 'The Llvermore. Public Llbr'a'rY, 'has .c:mly a few . . 
arch_ t Ct;jJ~ 1· gu.ld·ebook .... , 'but start there <;>n your' styl e study . 

3 	 Thet.l errnore Pub1ic,Li brar has cld Liv~rmot'e new5paRers . 
crof"lm da~ ng frcm.' 874 · Ah aecount of' current bUild'~ng .. 
a d real estate. transactions is listed In most issues ',' . 
s10nally in one of th.e Janual1 issues 0 each year you 
lnd a 11 s ·.of bU.lldirlg· e. m~·ts· lS,$t ed the. previo'us 'Year . . 

, 'Ii se 1i~t.1ngs might· be .h'el'pf 1 . 0 YQu' as hey also incl ~de , 

bar"os we .l-hous s,garages and, miscelJ:anco'us~ddltions cost i. ng ·, 

ove ~~lOO ", 	 , 

4 ' The Alameda 'COUl'lty . R'ec6t'der ~ 'Office in' .Oaklimd(Roonil 0.0) 
:has what is c~lled the.g~antc5r-grantee ·jnd·~x·whjch.:d:;ltesb>ack · ' 
?ver a hundr~dyears.The·grantor ':-s the'sell ' a d th E: granteE} 
IS 'the b1 y~r \"Jhen you go t.here to search, your tltle take wi th 
yeu ycur deed ontaining the 'legal. de..,cription and a map oftt e rcpt::rty ' , . , 

You be.dln by }JIork~ng backward :'since Y9u In1ow'the date yo u 
bo~gh t. th~ prcp'er1=Y and ', the name .oftha person who sold 1 t to' 
y?u.begln by loo~lnf!; ' ~i; ~he'grantee lndex for the years pr e
VJ..oUS tc ;fl.nd ~ 1 S name ' and who sold 1 t t.o hIm' (the gran tO L ) , 
Then, looking' in' earli~r grante, .11Qe es fQrthat. grantor's 
z:ame you 3hould flnd viho so l:d i 1. to' .him .Gontinue looking baCk 
in thl~,~anner unt,il~,Ou reach, the:'approximate 'i.ear your ne use 
Was bIU,:"t. -at .some ~o.lnty'ouwl.lJ :(jnd t he name of- the build er 
o~ the r 191nal '.owner' and' 'the '. date your house was bui 1t r . · .. ' 
f~~~t 3~ld '. 
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,..;l\i J'..: l \"}r : ~.2h.!.::; l~ a tedious :l.nd sometimes .frustrating process 
!'er.OI..m f~!l.ded only ~o ti.e hardy . If yeu fu-..d several entri es 
f'or u.~ indi" d'i.~al ill rhe inda:= _you E:hculc.l ask to see the 
micr ofilm recoJ."'u of the ransaction giving the clerk the 
booy ru1d pa e nu~ber that app~ar in t~e right hand column of 
the i nJex Thiu way you can aSSUle yourself that you are still 
or the right track 3incc that individual may have bought and 
sold several ~ie~~G of property. 

5, The Horltaga Guild has also done some research on ol d 
bullding.J in Liverr:!ore. CArd May have informa ticn helpful to 
you Contact Garret Drwnmond ::it 4J~7-5475 or Janet Newton at 
41~7-9592 'rhese people can a lso put you ln touch with 
lUlowledgeatle sources 

in 1:he r.ls~n"t·r.:.e, if your old houGe research uncovers SOllle 
.: nteres ting facts t.hC'.t you would like tc share. the Gui ld 
Vlelcom~s tlle opportuni ty ~G ha re <:I. copy of your i nformation 
for tho:. files . 
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