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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LIVERMORE VALLEY 

The first wri t teh records of the r~ven'Dre Valley 
~re rmde by an e xploring party fran the Spanish ~
itlon Santa of 1769. Father Junipero Serra and the sol
dier Gaspar de Portola arrived in what is now San Diego 
in that year fran New Spain (now ~co). Their orders 
were to proceed up the coast to Poinr Reyes , a landmark 
long kn~ fran the ;;ea bJt never explored by land. 

The e xplor e r s found that the l d l lC1 fou Lt: nortJ Jl.idpj 
was bloc kLxi by the Golde n Gate . This gfXX,Jra phic fE:a ture 
hod r ,ot tee n vis } b l e fran sITal1 ship~-; on the ocean. The 
Spct.niards rt:'Clsnned that if i t wa s the lIouth of a rive r 
they might find a way across it if they travcJ h xJ in
ld11d. 

Accordingly, in 1772, the soldier Pedro Fage s and 
tli<..; diari s t Father Juan crespi, followed the :.Jhores of 
San .Francisco Bay a s far a s the Grrquine z Strait be
fore having t o retur n to the ir base camp at !'vbntere y. 
Al~Yav.s explor inC), they took a different r oute s outh
wo rd ;,,l, t j >It: 1 he y we nt (lown t hi-' east s ide o f the hills 
thro\1gh what i s now 03nville cHid the wes t e nd of the 
Llvernore Vall e y towards Sunol. 

'!'he next F:-Ilropean visitors came i n 1776 whe n the 
great explorer Juan Bautista de Anza and the equally 
farrous Fathe r Pedro Font made ~mother atter1pt to find a 
northward pnth to fb int Rl::ye,; . This tir:lE:' t he canpany 
went reyor.c the lIntjoch area, l ,ut all they c'ould s ee i-.'i;):; 

the ~ : l:'u::..lngly endles s expanse of wa t er that was the s prulCJ
s \oo.Ollen de l t-,3. . The y had to r e turn to l'v'onterey but s ince 
Father F, :: ,' ('(mld te] 1 than the e xar:t direction they 
should take, the y f o ] lowed a din:c1' Ij ne to their destin
ation ins tead of retrac ing their s teps . 'Thi s b Xjk them 
over Putterson Pa s s and up ti " valley of the Arroyo M:>cho 
<-mo then ()\r d nJlU1t Harniltnn. 

At that time ther e were nume rous native Indian tribes 
1 i ving in the valley and serre of th<'~ r ont r, r; e xplored by 
t he Sr~m i ;:~rd ': \..,rere rAlths knOI.,T~ a r,d l lSt:.'Cl by l he Indians 
for centurles . 

TIle Tndians travelled on f oot. (Horsps , c.attle and 
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to::I\ :; /dade 01 lUll: i t'l :'.j S l ':lS k'd t.oge tl lE:l., l :" i d id not 
lI.,;C lhem to cros s the bdy. The bay i s wiJl:r :~ (JL! f,.' ll 

r C)l'S.lh • The r" 'iI, ' n -rn thf'l LXl n F'rn TlC i SC'0 <llT'd to th(~ a>..ntral 
valley was a r ound U1L s out" e nJ of the: bay , over whu t i s 
now Mission Pass (U.S. 68 0 ) through the Livenrore Valle y 
and o\'~>r 111 t <lJl1Ont P<:1 S ~:; , ....'h ich was at f11-' l called LI '.''' 1 _ 
IT'or e 1 s Pa::;s . 

1"he ~.:l l ictrds C'~) tablJ, :;h..d lTlj ~ ::'O j Ol i::3 .,lnnn t b ' 0 1 'c, t 

f rall :::ian Di ( 'C1" I t o ,S<m Frun(' 1~ ;('0 ;J ndi n ri '.' , U! I,' \YaS 

!'I] i 11 nor th I. I o f the pUf'LJ ", of ,CX ll ; ,T():; , -~ on a ferti l c 

p Jcli n OOr ciCLi f)n San Fr,anci.:,; ('O Bay . I t \-J<.i S cd lled r,lJ.:-; 

'.; i on &j ll \Ju~-;c ,md J ts terrl! ' )lY included j ; .. 'Uflore 

Va l l ey , t 1l<.:n ('21llExl V<:1 J] (' cL ' :-xm J ose . ' ;'hr !! r ,t nv:,p ( ,~ 


hi..::; 'lr 0a h cl-, ,1r.'.1c1(,> ci t- Jl.1i s~-; i otl Scm ,Tose j n 1 H24 . 

l<l}[ " "n I. I lc r :.1::", LUl l:" \-l..l.,_. .., .CUldl.l'::L-'l.l 1.1 ; 1R34, Vel S l 

a r eas t.x::-lonq i nQ to t hem \"ere open f or spt tJ '::rnent by 

qua 1:if j cd c i t u:,:;ns, cspecia 1J y t o men ...;).' h.Jd had loDe)' 

IlJ I.ll: cU-Y :'~Pr\'1 ("0 . 11¥" govcrnn.::' fl t (1r':: u -t::Q t lJiJ t h aTe'S ~ 


0bu ili..,f 'll liLi 1 ':' c.c::t " t' J I :·!led dnd t he 1 wrl r",d~ prc.'- fn ' ; \'( ' . 

I n ttl(; V, . ' : ,, ' Y'ln ,11. I , fOllr rdh " !, _ ClpplJI' 

I Uf , it l wii ll(j t he Rundn Sa n ~~an 1()n " 'he r ,., 1 he ~;uldit' I" 

To se : ~I\., ldo r 1J'-ld built- dhow,, ' iJecl c: : r <ih11 ~ : [ ~"1 h l ~; 1,I ,n r ' 

" . Curl y a :-: l H;' I; . l hc o t' l lcr ." Lit " (' the r..:" o,I:' i rl Val,V' 

ri c' S<m :1o. ;c p i J t i (lil(,( j l u r Loy me'Ix 1 .''- l i I .... Her neLl fOJ I"


l 'r, '{ ', I<.::md·, :=-, 1 ' [ , I RiliJ ( ' 1 1 J ~)i d I )}: t 1,. [\.) ·I j' '( t):; ; u~d 

l~~~ ncho L.~ s ~ '\) I t' d: t h d b " ,:I', t i"" 10'''_ " ~ ' 1 il, .. Ld:"LLy 

nf the F.tl0I I ;' ; m Rolx.' r t [,1 \.'l :l1,O['( ' . 


f':( 11:x..:r I. r I " : OK,r c, WCl ~ I n L n i n ,C;pr 1ni/( J' j J , F: s" 'X , 

Fnc(land, Lr! I i()\.) . f l(::' h'cnt i ,~ ~', (Yl \,flil en tK " \-.7\' : a!oul i s dnr: 

d[ L( ~l\..r.::..ucl:·: ] "1:3 ,m (:'xc i.Unr]. Jifc· r,Lat- H>r' l lldq~ p'1r rlC i rXJ 

lir ieJ .ir l Lhc ItllUe o f CClJ 1Cl'-', pnnl , '. I, uJl<k:r lr ,; 'o 


O)('h 1- <1 1 i ( ' . 1 n i ;';.:? o r 1 82~~ hI ( '21m :' l u (~~ I 1 I t " 'I T~ I ; 'J ,. ·, r ~ t ' 111' 


n(: .1 ], ' 11 t.r- ' I<j lr ;u ' ~ l I JP tht:' C()I ~ Il ',( · t .. Yt)Unil . 

iIt t 11( ' t- I J , ' or j ,J Ven rOl C":; rlJTi \ 'd J . ~ ~ j i 1 ["1 Ilj;l h ' 
l r:;~ :'1 If, , I ,'( )() f'llJ I 'l ' ,1I1 11'II,illl t-"='l n t :.;, r, I (I " , " r ( :( " I r ~ " ,.' 

I" d'':" t',hrXl: '.d l ld )i' n:·d I V (> l nd i·!n :: , Ti 1: , IlK' ]), I I . ", 
Illnn ' \"'· I~ · ' :" lo '~ I~,1 · md C"HIIIII'.I(1(d Ii,' ~ C L i \' or ;.,1 1 1k! ! : It 

\ ..'~I." : c:m <-'n :--:Y dt '( 'I:,;,i on f()f' 1·' 1" t t) rf;::d(f' . I II ,· , 11 .·~t ' j \oJa :c; 

ha r s h uncl Ij[f ' i n ~ l i fl'rri(l jn i t s p:01S t f t,,J f"JI,T.Lcd h'US 
<1 nyth i.ng but h-u"sh . Ii, SO i t 1!1Ust hc'1V(' ~: ('etT1("(] . 

Li VC rT1Urc:' r(lund work Of" , ,4 Iluml::x'r o f rar chu.c ; llE'i] r 
r;Dnter ey and then ~xm J o sc· . He ~; ti] ! uJ (1r r i cia 111' i n 1829 
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that he intended to mrrry and to settle in tre country. 
He began to illy cattle am to learn the \>Jays of lTBnag

iDg a rancho. 

In partnership with the Spaniard Jose Noriega, he 
applied for the easternrrost rancho in this valley, the 
Rancho Las Positas. It was on the frontier between t he 
Spanish settlenents and the Indian villages to the east 
and therefore exposed to danger. 

'!'he official p::;tition for the rancho filtc'Cl j n HU9 
stated that a house had becn built on it and lam] de vcl
oped and that the rancho \oJaS ne<::ded for the suprort of 
the family . 

In M3y ]JUS Robert LiverlTDre lTlcLrr j (>0 a v i do\v nam:'?d 
Josefa HigL'era IVolina, \>Jhose fat I K_'l wa~; the O h'llCr of 
Rancho Tularcitos near Ivli ssion San Jos e·. 'lh~y ;-;ettl (;d 
at Las Pos itas and began to raise a far'! i l y . Scmet-irnes 
Robert WJuld nove Josefa and thE' c hi J t Jr-"I, Lo l\Jl l.'Jdo r ~)I 

house near DublJn, for qrcat_cr- f:,afet y [I Ul11 JnLi,:,! I '1 1,- \ elel;. 

Livenrore ':~ manageIT'Cnt of the r a nclK-' \"a ~ :~un-" ,~-,: f"tl 1 
af'd he becarre a rich man . By the t j ll¥:' th~ Ca l i ( ot njd 

gold rush caused an endless ~,trealll of l 1 - 1 \ ' I ~ h'] s to g ') 
P:-lst hi s door, hi. s fam:iJy wa: ; well ef: t-cl h I J:-; llL"'>(j ;lIld hi~:; 

rancho produclive. He had large herdF u L caLUe i'l ll(l 

flocks of sheep and many hor:;cs. Ht:: hCld '.lraj 11 Ll('ld: ; 
and fruit orchards and <1 vineyard. 

r LivenrDre was nob.:;d for hi s hO;:;f' l t u li I.y. f''l-my of 
, the travellers to the gold-m..:ining regions Icccn-cled hi;-; 
\ generos i ty to them, SaTe of t_hem in lx.oj(s t loa t L,CC:ClI IIC 

\ world-wide \:x;[ol-scl1crs. ~ 

Robert Livenror e died in 1858, bef o re the birth of 
the town that was nClJTled for him. As lilt ' trClffic i ncr-cased 
in the 1850s. nC\>J routes throlJt]h thp I'rlll ('Y V1CTC n('cded 
and developed. Travel at that time h"a :-> u lway~; \"j th anl
mals that needed grass and \vater in abllndancx'. 

In addition to the gold rush trafLi c thlYC Vlen; 


surveyors for railroods and then the ;:lctuC':Il builrlcn: 

of the railroods . A Yanka~ nanled Alphon;;o L<J.dd bui1 t 

a hare and a hotel and livery stable on a route that 

was more direct than the one through the LivennQre 

rancho. This became the village of Laddsville. It was 

where Junction Avenue now joins East First Street in 

Livernore. 


Cbrrectly foreseeing that Livenrore had the }X>tp.n
tial for development, William ~Endenhall, one of calif 
ornia's earlies t pioneers , decidE:u Lo layout a nd devel 
op a new lo\,'n wh(~n the fir :.:; t train \·:enL t111 u utJh the 
valley in 18G9. He named Lhe tOMl [ or Ill:, uld [rlend 
Eobert Li. venl'ore . 

f'.1endenhal1 \va~ a nonLcr of d QlFlkcl [ann 1y fr crn 
Pennsylvemicl . He hdd cros:c;cd the pluJ n:, on rx-)r seback in 
1845. I-ll" Li \,(,(j in lhnvil1c) Lind cnuclqrxl In rClnclnng Ce
fore cani nq lo Ux- Liverm:)H' Vdlley . Hi: ' r: l.~ Vv' t '.)\.Jll was 

cOli ijJl.ct (, \"i"lh ~,itcs fur a JdJ.l.L0cld u LJ ,,}L, : ,( li(x;,L·, 
c'hllr chc~: , l'AlI-ks and other C1V 1C l'i(';cxJ,:. f e r alL of 
whjch he (lol li'11-ed the l?,,]!c!. 

' llJl-: rtl_';,' 1.0\-,'1'1 h'C'b only ,J ,.; hut l_ (il: l d!lt l! iro li Ldd

dsviUc i:mJ I herr ....'1, ; (JH'iJL r.lwlLry 1.clh'CCn them ul1 111 
1'~ 7:; I"hc n ,I ; U',,:I ,:LroLls fIn occunxl i f! luUIL .',_ h:' traIl 

I,vili d: Ull .' ; ;( 1 I ] Ul lcn\:' nev I T f'\,c cO'v'(:Ic-ei . 

! 'l.:1)) J 111. J n the CLl.'-~ t end of t hi' V;:l I 1,. Y h~ld b,:cn UK:: 

I,u, lrp: : ~-; (', 'r I \ ' j' of U IL' \'<-1 11('1' Lx.!'-'__'I '. till r rU l r-uad Wd ,,; 
lllLl ll l)ut \ .'1" ' 1 Llll' [djlro.ld !:'j l :13.':l'd]1 the iXl,-; i l ,C:;:;-; 

; lCt'l vl ty (;C the: v ,11 1c), :' \' '.1 [, ,". i', 'I : '-t1'_ ', .; '" . 

'1 11C i i !J ~ 1 on \·;l l icl l fvv'ncli"nhl ll p],ll !l kd I!I : I .OVJT I \1<:1 ,; 

p c-nor o f t hc " !:,mdlO 1' 1 V,- iII I, l l t' __,-I I. , j l) : ' (I L h , \: :"y [. 1.;

thE' 121 n l'-: :: I I .m ch .) J n t h( V'I U ( .y) ,jJ ' J ,'.' i n O I'. ,ir I ')"? C) , 

tile r::C1nd ~., L.t. PO~ J Ljc~ 

r ,[ \'( :nn0rc . 

The (>(" Ii !!"Jll!~' of the 
h (, r-' r ' h O I " I ' : ' ; ;:1 I"J 

lajxlod th( ~ rn!)uldti un. 

j; ()ul : ~JLij the' c'dy l l ll lL, l)f 

va II ( !; 'vld, ; <1qr 1(-L1 l1. llcal. Cbws 
r i ( , 1d:; uri k"l '> Ci lit ! ( it iji n ~; li s 

Th 'l-e \-Jc r c rnanuf CJ(·turCl !-; of: [allTl 
11~:whincry , bUqO H>!:; and ...:indrndLs, 1 ,11m~ \RlIC!JOUSC::; 

ncar U1C 1 a J 1 r OZ-j('j Lur ;,; tOl Il lq hZlY dl K.. ,_;r-w, l n , c:-tl:d o f 
('our"C' , ! j ll. , l l,\';;St ': : :;uch , I: ; hou ' l :-; ;-Inl! rc:-:t,)UIi-Jl l t:::. '1'1)1: 
('atl 1(: randll':: l"l)flt inllocl U:f ' tl -.:ti,! jel l uf til( : ~p<1ni :,; h 

LfxJeo;:; and \,,'II('n >l 

for the Hc'd (IO:;: 

Lr~ldjLion thiil J,L; 

SelLl'.'!. ' CUJI ~_

111'1 Oil(' Iyd : ; he'll] 1n ICiIH u :--: i) lx :ncfit 
illl ,JI)rnlill nxkD b--'ccu \1..' d TJvcrliorc 
nov! fCll IIC)U:c: . 

' fron l d11 uver Lllc' "rurLd alld llic: ll 
IkJn1 HOr}, made U1Uli pro:-;) "l- , thouqh t h :;y haLi to l earn 
La tolerate the hi:irdsl1iv::-: of dry h'intcc;. 

A ITDdest ranch southeast of tov.'l1 (n(~ar Alde n Lane) 
was one of t 1 10 ooytood hares of the renowned wT iter 
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Jack London. It was in Liv(;nIlOl(~ t1,u l lii:3 pa ss ion 
for reading developed,as recorded by london njm;clf. 

In tre 1880s, vineyards of Eurq.( eill grapes began t.o 
re planted rere and wineries built. It W-dS found that 
the climate and soil of the valley was Jacol for dry 
white wines. The wineries flouri s hed. In a lxx)J<: pub
lished in 1889, WINES AND VINES OF CALIFt)HNIA by Frona 
Eunice Wait, twenty three Livenrore w.i,IKlics are des
cribed in detail and a htmdred others Ii stc'C'l! C'J,rJoads 
of wine were s hipped frall the LivC'nrorc dcrx'>t c. II Ii 1(' 
regularly. 

1889 was th2 year that Char l es Wc tJllore entered hi s 

c:resta Blanca wine in the Par is c.....~p:)sj l i on and WDn tho 

Grand Prize. It wns an achieVTllent tI-.:lt put the C3.lif 

omia wine HxJU: ; Lr y oni t c: J' " L ul l',i \ ': ·1 . lb1 j .:.~ l lC.:, . 1 Lt C' [x ) 


tenial quality. 


The advent. of prohibition sed 1ed t lie dCXXll of m:y;t 
of the Livenrorc wincrjL~s, but :Eor:tuna Lc.J y no t . for ,,11 of 
them. Of the on'-':o i , l E t sUrvjVC:l~. the n111 " dI111C11 <-In c] Wcn L, 
wineries still pr.oduce' fcurou::; v j n t-.aqc~ .<, ; \ lrl t a1' F' t Ili-' r l ' ide 
of the "valley. 

Coal was f1 C'; t _ discoverc'cl j n t he v i " j ni l y of r::orral 
Hollow j,n the 18,)Os but it v;asn' t- unt:i 1 ltK' 18 0 0:'. Lh:J L 
the 'I'readwell fillnj,ly c xt,C'T1sivcJy devc I ,:w"''Ci the nliw at 
the town they callc-cl T()s la. Coal produc bon t 1i':CdlTl(' u 
major influence e n the econcyny of the Vi;' llc'), . until t.h(" 
mines closed aix')ut 1908, m:my 1.·i ,'CDTDJ C' I1lLO ('ouJ d and d 'j , 
find work in liJc mint?~:;. It hLlS a way or ~tlrv j v jnCj r'l I Y 

winters or othe r troubles that scrneU II~ :.Jllt ic Ci1nijnq 

a living on a ranch di ffie'lll t. Tcslcl i ,; in h.laJrlcdl1 C't)un 
t y and ther.ef ore connect.ed wi. t h Li V l 'l 111.)1 ,-, Qf f I e I d I I 

t1nugh geographically it F ; jn the va l k y t o the l'OS t. 

There were als o magnesite minc:.; i n th." h j 11 :; <1tXlV C' 

r-lines Road and deposj b ', of man.:~.klnC'se and chrane . But the)' 
were nnt extensively c3evl.::: loped. Hhc'n r oc-I\ illlci qraV\~ l 

were nf.:eded f or road bujldinc}-and lJui Ui _ln i. n CK~n (~la l-
the irTrnGnse der::os.L L :,~ of tln S li \.i n ' __' I . ..J j ; i , I 1 il' va Ll( 'Y b ' · 
CulTx:' a lrlulti-milli ()n dollar n .'::;oun:c [ u rLhl' hilddJIl(,J 

boan of San Franc i s co and the Dc:l.y /lrea . TIL Ka.l scr 
CC1Tq)aI1y mined gravel fran the i:x:.-vJ of the Arroyo fvbcho 
in Livermore when they got the contra c t for the pClW'C1 

road to b2 built tetween Livennore and Ple.asantoIl, I IV\', 

Stanley Boulevard. 

oil was discovered at the east end of tre valley 
near Patterson Pass and a number of wells are still pro
ducing. 

Around the turn of the century, Livenrore was coosen 
for the site of a large hospital for mental illnesses. 
This was the Livemore Sanitarium established by Dr. 
John Robertson. Livermore's salubrious climate was a big 
factor in his choice of location. In 1918, a site in tre 
t"€autiful canyon of the Arroyo Valle was coosen for 
the Arroyo del Valle Sanatorium, the Alameda Cbunty 
tubercul.u~ j . ; 110Spi tal and in 1925 the Federal Govern
ment chose a s ite near it for a tuberculosis hospital 
for ve terans . 

'TIle Hetch Hetchy project of building a pipeline 
fron YosEmite Va] ley to San Francisco for the San Fran
Cl~.;CO Water Conpany brought many workers to Livermore, 
since the pipe went through the hills south of town. 
'rhe pclyroll helped Livermore during the Great D::pres
sion. The work was finished in 1934. 

In 19IJ, the Coast M:mufacturing and Supply Cl:m
pany, llIanufacturers of safety fuses, rroved its plant 
to Livcrrrore from oakland. Their installation, east of 
town was callL:d 1"n~varno. In 1952 C.M.&S. began to rreke 
fiberglass fabrlcoS as well as fuses. The 'I'revarno plant 
gave eT~loyment to a great many Livermore people. 

'I'he Fuse Works, as it was called, was rroved to 
l'I Lwna in 1968 C'.lndin the s ame year coast M:mufacturing 
was merge-J \-;ith Hexcel Corporation. But the glass fab
.i rs, now ;jll made in Texas, are shipped back to Liver
i l Ur e to b:.,: , '. J1 J:''li. 'The plant still employs about eighty 
people. 

There was a brick works on what is now Stanley 
Doulevard arout opposite Valley tverorial Hospital. It 
was another source of local jobs. 

1\",0 heavyweLCjht ooxing champions were fran the 
LiverlllOre area. Vax Baer was raised on 'TWin oaks ranch 
near town and ('.£arge ForEman was from camp Parks in 
P10a o;anton and h(, later owned a hane in Livermore. 

World War TT brought military installations to the 
vallC')' and ' increased business as a consequence. But after 
t L" V! d' , lL ' \7,,111 0'.' \'JaS r.; t.ill basir."1lly an aqri.cnJtural 
CUnTfl UlltV . It wa:::; the cClIling of facilities for nLlclf~ 

• 
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rp ';earch. ITKbt not-ably the University of ('()lifornia':=:; 
Tawrencp L1 VC'['1 !'(lrc I.al::ordtc:ry and the rL:mt of Sandj a 

vieor.x)ClS (brp-x-dt.lon. rlll~ L. . :;lmv but Sul (:' ovcrflm./ 
of [X)puldt ior: fccm the Bay j\n~(1 - suburbia -- that lc; 

crowCl.ng out the ag1- iculturc and the oJd C':J!:HlCTCC. 
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