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Livermore & Pleasanton Drugstores
Chamberlain’s Pain Balm, Lydia E. Pinkham Tablets, Dr.

Shiloh’s System Vitalizer, Aker’s Dyspepsia Tablets, Pyramid Pills
for inactivity of the liver, Chamberlain’s Cough Syrup (5% alco-
hol)—all these and more are some of the patent medicines in the
Carnegie Building in the historical exhibit contributed by phar-
macists John Sarboraria, Manual Duarte and Don Hill.

By 1883 Joseph O. McKown had taken over an earlier drug-
store in Livermore and changed the store’s name to J.O. McKown’s
Drugstore. Eleven years later he became partners with stationer
Charles F. Mess and the McKown and Mess Drugstore opened at
the southeast corner of First and J Streets, currently Strizzi’s res-
taurant. About 1910 the drugstore became one of the first Rexall
distributors in Alameda County. After Mess retired, McKown car-
ried on for several years alone and then sold the business in 1925
to J. Mortimer Beazell, who had been a pharmacist at the store for
many years.

In 1934 Mort Beazell moved his Rexall Drugstore to the other
side of First Street in order to expand. Beazell followed prece-
dent and sold out in 1947 to the store’s longtime employee and
partner in the business, Manuel E. Duarte. Although officially
retired, Beazell still helped out part time—retiring from a busi-
ness after 51 years takes some adjustment.

Manuel Duarte was a Livermore native and attended St.
Michael’s Parochial School.  After graduation from Livermore
High, he studied at UCSF’s School of Pharmacy, graduating in
1931. He married his high school sweetheart, Amelia Azevedo, a
graduate of the Franklin School of Nursing in San Francisco.
Duarte was a pharmacist with a generous spirit: “Often in times of
illness, Manuel would go down to the drug store at night to fill a
prescription or help a doctor. ... He worked behind the scenes to
help the needy who could not pay for medicine and to act as an
interpreter for many who could not speak English.” John Sarboraria
remembered Manuel’s acting as his mentor: “I started working
for him in high school. He would show me things, not just have
me do menial jobs. He allowed me to work, always found time for
me to work at the store when I needed money. In that respect he
was very generous.” John Sarboraria graduated from the UCSF
School of Pharmacy in 1955 and purchased part interest in the
store in 1958. The First Street site closed in 1973, but Sarboraria
and Duarte had opened in another location on Second Street in
1960 that they called R-X Rexall Drugs. Duarte retired from this
store in 1971; Sarboraria retired in 2002.

Another long-running drug business in Livermore was the Liv-
ermore Drug Store, started in 1874.  Dr. Lewis Hezekiah Cutler, a
graduate of Western Reserve Medical College in Cleveland,
bought it in 1876 and five years later moved it into a building at
the southeast corner of K and First Streets, currently the home of
the Panama Bay coffee shop. When George W. Beck bought the
business in 1901, he changed the name to Beck Drug Company.
Beck had graduated from UC Berkeley in pharmacy in the class
of 1900. “A full line of pure drugs and chemicals are carried, with
all the standard patent medicines of value and merit, physicians’
and surgeons’ requisites of all kinds and a full line of druggists’
sundries,” was the description of his drugstore’s merchandise in
the 1907 Herald. Beck sold the business to E.J. “Ed” Lawless in
1917, and it was renamed the Lawless Drugstore.  Lawless sold
the store in 1941. It became the Davison Pharmacy, which moved
in the early ’60s to the East Avenue shopping center. In its last
reincarnation in 1985 it became Bill’s Drugs, which closed in
1993 when it was bought out by Longs Drugs.

Tracing the history of drugstores in Pleasanton is difficult
because of the lack of newspapers, but Pleasanton native and
pharmacist Louis “Rusty” Hewitson came to my rescue. Dr. Cut-
ler moved with his family from Livermore to Pleasanton about
1887 and bought the Pleasanton Drug Store on Main Street from
Peter Rock. Cutler advertised “pure wines and liquors” (for me-
dicinal purposes only) in his stock in the Pleasanton Times on
January 17, 1891. Inventor of Cutler’s Condition Powder, the
“perfect horse medicine,”  he claimed to “compound prescrip-
tions accurately day or night.” An 1894 directory listed him as
the owner of Cutler and Silva Drugs. The Husted Business Direc-
tory for 1892 included druggist Thomas H. Silva. When Cutler
died in June 1894 at age 71, Silva took over the business, renam-
ing it the Silver Pharmacy. By the 1920 census, Francis Ernest
Hartzell was running the drugstore, which Hewitson assured me
Hartzell won in a poker game. The December 20, 1929 Times had
Hartzell’s ad for his Reliable Drug Store, now in a new building at
649 Main Street. When he was 13, Andrew Jorgensen began work-
ing for “Doc” Hartzell. Jorgensen took some college courses, but
mostly learned his trade through the apprenticeship method.
Hartzell died about 1939, and the store became Jorgensen’s Drugs.
Rusty Hewitson began working for Jorgensen at age 13; later, he
earned his B.S. in pharmacy from UOP. When he was discharged
from the Navy, Jorgensen had died, and Rusty bought into the
business, now called Alisal Drugs. In 1976 they vacated the site
on Main Street, now Strizzi’s Restaurant, and moved to First Street
where they have the Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy.

Do you need to try some C.S. Tablets, a vegetable liver laxa-
tive? (Readers can reach me at am50homan@yahoo.com.)

“Dream, Imagine, Explore,”
the 29th annual Tri-Valley Ex-
panding Your Horizons in Sci-
ence and Math Conference, will
be held Saturday, March 15, at a
new location - the Diablo Valley
College, San Ramon Campus at
1690 Watermill Road, San Ra-
mon.  The conference begins at
8:30 a.m.

The daylong conference is
held for young women, grades
6-9, from Dublin, Livermore,
Pleasanton, San Ramon and
Sunol school districts to increase
interest and foster awareness of
careers in math and science.
Young women also have oppor-
tunities to meet and interact with
role models who are active in
math- and science-related ca-
reers.

This year’s keynote speaker
is Jennifer Links, a scientist at
the Center for Accelerator Mass
Spectrometry at Lawrence Liv-
ermore National Laboratory.  Her
experience includes work in the
fields of genetic variation, gene
disruption, biomedical applica-
tions of lasers, protein structure
and function, and cell metabo-
lism.

A variety of hands-on work-
shops also are slated, as well as a
career fair and science expo.
New this year for adults is a pro-
gram on college planning. In

addition to Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory and Sandia
National Laboratories, Califor-
nia, sponsors of the conference
include the American Associa-
tion of University Women and Di-
ablo Valley College, San Ramon
campus.

Registration is limited, and is
available Wednesday, Feb. 13
through March 7.  For additional
information about the confer-
ence, go to the Web at https://
eyh.llnl.gov/tveyh/ or call the
conference hotline at 925-422-
2453.

Registration Underway for
Science and Math Conference

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Pleasanton Ridge Run, March 15,  two
distances: 7.3 mile  $30; 3.5 mile, $27.  The
Pleasanton Ridge, which encompasses 4085
acres of wilderness and open space, is an
outdoor paradise in our backyard.  It includes
25 miles of trails with canyon views and ridge
top vistas.  Race begins in the Foothill Road
staging area and ascends to the top of the
ridge.  This run feature great views of the Tri-
Valley, Mount Diablo and Mission Peak.
On-line Registration closes March 12. Go to
www.ebtrailrunners.com to register.

Political Book Group will meet Tues-
day, February 26 from 7-9pm in the Board
Room of the Livermore Public Library, 1188
So. Livermore Ave. The book to be discussed
is “The World without Us” by Alan Weisman.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Uncounted: The New Math of Ameri-
can Elections  will be shown at 7 p.m. on
Sat., March 1 at the IBEW Hall, 6250 Village
Parkway, Dublin.  Through documentation
of election fraud in the 2004 and 2006
elections, this film argues for a need to
approach the 2008 election with “eyes wide
open.”  This event is free/$3.00 donations
appreciated, open to the public, wheelchair
accessible. Refreshments are served. Meet
and greet begins at 6:30 PM and an optional,
lively discussion follows the film. For more
information, call 925-462-3459.

Ohlone Audubon, meets 7:30 p.m.
Tues., March 4 at Casa Sandoval, 1200
Russell Way, Hayward. Hans Peeters, author
of "Owls of California and the West," will
share slides and insights he gained. Refresh-
ments. Information 925-939-5798.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Feb. 23, 47 miles over Dublin
Grade to Castro Valley and Moraga Com-
mons, meet 10 a.m. at Shannon Center, Mike
Smith, 828-4333. Sun., Feb. 24, 34 miles
San Ramon to Walnut Creek, meet 10 a.m.
at Central Park, Peter Rathmann, 828-1973.
Sun., Feb. 24, 35 miles, Bankhead Theater
over backroads of Livermore with race team
on relaxed ride, meet 9 a.m., Bob Fusco, 899-
4027. Wed., Feb. 27, 38 miles Vacaville to
Winters, meet 10 a.m. at Lagoon Regional
Park, Edith Norby, 707-748-1508. Anyone
planning to go on a ride is asked to call the
leader for details on where to meet and what
to bring.

Livermore Valley Business and Pro-
fessional Women, meet Feb. 28, 6 p.m. at
Cafe Nordstrom in Stoneridge Mall, Pleas-
anton. Guest speaker Wendy Horikoski,
leadership coach and trainer, will offer new
techniques for attitude adjustment and de-
stressing. Dinner and meeting $20. Call
Mona at 829-3505 by Feb. 25 for reserva-
tions.

Livermore Library Board meets 7
p.m. Thurs., Feb. 28 at the Civic Center
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior to
the meeting.

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA., Wed., Feb. 27, Chinese lunch,
11:30 a.m. Pleasanton at the Panda Restau-
rant. Cost is attendees menu choice. RSVP
by Feb. 25 to Kathy Vanini 398-8005.

Pleasanton PTA Founders Day, the
PTA council will recognize contributions
from founders, celebrate volunteers, honor
members of the community and acknowledge
sponsors at the Founders Day Celebration
Luncheon on Thurs., Feb. 28, 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at Castlewood Country Club, 707
Country Club Circle, Pleasanton. Special
guest speakers include California State PTA
president-elect Jo Loss and senior SEARCH
Institute trainer Clay Roberts. Event $30 per
person; sponsorships are available. For infor-
mation go to www.pleasantonpta.org or call
877-260-4179.

The Tri-Valley Republican Federated
3rd Annual Membership Luncheon will be
held on Saturday, March 8 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. at Castlewood Country Club,
707 Country Club circle, Pleasanton. Cost is
$26 per person.  RSVP by February 27 to
(925) 846-0914.  Speakers will be Jean Orr,
Mid-Peninsula Republican Women; Liz
Froelich, Northern Division President;
Roseann Slonsky-Breault, Northern Divi-
sion Membership Secretary and local Con-
gressional candidates.  Learn more about
TVRWF and become a member.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy
Support Group, meets 4th Tuesday of the
month, 10 a.m. at Heritage Estates Retire-
ment Community, second floor conference
room, 900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. All
are welcome. Next meeting is Tues., Feb. 26.
Information: Lorene Stack, 447-6158, or
Ann Laye, 443-4098.

Spring Fashion Show, staged by
Amador Valley High School Fashion Club
on Sat., Feb. 23 starting at 4 p.m. in the
school library, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleas-
anton. Tickets in advance are $8 general
admission ($12 at the door), or $15 front row
seats. All proceeds benefit Tide, Loads of
Hope, which cleans clothes for Hurricane
Katrina and Southern California fire victims.
Call (925) 931-0628 to order tickets.

Livermore Rodeo Queen Contest, Sun.,
March 16 at the covered arena at Robertson
Park/Livermore Rodeo Grounds. Competi-
tor sign up by March 1; orientation March 6.
Sign up by calling Cindy Goltz at 373-7358,
the LSRA office at 447-3008, send an email
to livermorerodeo@earthlink.net, or mail
interest by March 1 to LSRA, c/o Queen
Contest, PO Box 180, Livermore, CA 94551-
0180.

Twin Valley Mothers of Twins Club,
semiannual children's clothing and equip-
ment sale on Sat., March 8, 9 a.m. to 2:15
p.m. at The Barn, 3131 Pacific Ave., Liver-
more. $1 per person entrance fee. Most items
still unsold will be half-off from 1 to 2:15
p.m. Participation to buy and/or sell is open
to the public. For information, email
TVOMTC_Sale@yahoo.com. Clothing,
strollers, toys, videos, play pens, layettes,
books, high chairs, swings, gates, cribs,
outdoor toys and more. For additional info
on the sale go to www.tvmotc.com.

Lady's Choice Investment Club, meets
2nd Monday of the month in the Pleasanton
offices of Morgan Stanley. Opportunity for
women to learn about stock market investing.
Visitors are welcome. Club is open to new
members who complete the application pro-
cess. Space is limited. Contact Judi Hotovec
for information at jhotovec@aol.com or 447-
8572.

White Elephant Sale, March 1-2, 10 to
4 both days. Benefit for Oakland Museum of
California. Sale is held at the White Elephant
Sale warehouse, 333 Lancaster St., just off
the 880 Freeway/Fruitvale exit, near the
Oakland Estuary. Street parking is scarce: go
green and take BART or carpool. A free
shuttle is available from the Fruitvale BART
to the warehouse. Women’s Board members
sort and price donations months in advance:
art, books, vintage and contemporary cloth-
ing, jewelry, household goods, tools, furni-
ture, linens, sporting equipment, toys, lug-
gage, appliances, and more. No strollers,
shopping carts or backpacks. Call 510/839-
5919 to make a donation (tax deductible) or
to arrange a pickup. Visit
WhiteElephantSale.org for details and direc-
tions.

Ravenswood tours, Free public tours of
Ravenswood Historic Site are given on the
second and fourth Sundays of each month,
(except March 23, May 11 & Dec. 28, 2008).
Tours are conducted by docents in 1890’s
costumes and include the two 19th century
houses and the beautiful grounds. Also open
to the public are a gift shop featuring unique
Victorian gift items and the Ravenswood
Progress League’s Tankhouse Tearoom. Hours
are noon to 4:00 p.m. (last tour starts at
approximately 3:15.) Ravenswood is oper-
ated by the Livermore Area Recreation and
Park District and is located at 2647 Arroyo
Road, Livermore. Call (925) 443-0238 for
tour information, or visit the LARPD website
at www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

RELIGION
Sisters in Service, 3rd Annual Indian

Dinner with special music, delicious food
and guest speaker, Kay Strom, co-author of
Daughters of Hope. Kay will share her SIS
related experiences at the hardest places in the
world researching child trafficking for her
next book. Sunday March 9,  5.30 - 8pm at
Valley Christian Center, 7500 Inspiration
Dr, Dublin. Adults - $10, Children under 10
- $3 Tickets and info call Gloria @ 925-998-
3785

Families in Motion Workshop, pre-
sented by Donald Partridge, blending family
expert, seminar speaker, and author of the new
book, Loving Your Stepfamily, The Art of
Making your Blending Family Work.” March
1, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. lunch provided. This

workshop is for step-families, single parents,
and those considering becoming a blended
family. CrossWinds Church, 6444 Sierra
Court, Dublin. $25.00 per person/$45 per
couple For more information or to register on-
line go to: http://www.ifre.org/ifre/
events___seminars.

Lenten Retreat, Hosted by St. Charles
Borromeo  with the theme :Restoration
Heartware: Honoring Our Souls.”  February
25 -27  from 7:30-9:00 pm in the church.
Media, music, story telling, and prayer. The
handyman for this restoration project is St.
Charles’ Youth Minister, Vince Nims. recog-
nized for his work with youth and multigen-
erational communities through the use of

media and music to reveal the Gospel mes-
sage. Schedule: Feb. 25: The Condition;
Feb. 26: The Word; Feb. 27: The Result.  The
evening sessions are for those who are 11-99
yrs. young.  The Restoration Schedule for
Faith Formation & Youth is Wednesday 2/
27:  3:30-5:00 pm: the topic is ”Creating a
Heart like Jesus.” For more information
contact Julie at St. Charles Borromeo 1315
Lomitas Ave., in Livermore at 447-4549 ext.
114 or upcatholic@aol.com.

Grieving, people need time and space to
honor their grief. St. Elizabeth Seton Church,
Pleasanton, will offer the time and space
Thurs., Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. Open to all,
regardless of religious orientation. Please call
Joan at 838-6864 with questions.

The “We the People” compe-
tition civics team from Amador
Valley High School (AVHS) in
Pleasanton has won the Califor-
nia state championship for the
third year in a row.

The team  will go to the na-
tional finals May 3 to 5 in Wash-
ington, D.C. The team  is en-
gaged in fund-raising to raise
$40,000 by April 1 so that all 30
seniors on the team will be able
to attend.

The annual “We the People:
The Citizen and the Constitu-
tion” is considered one of the
country’s most prestigious aca-
demic competitions for high
schools.  Each year, the AVHS
team starts with thirty new senior
students who begin preparation
for the contest from scratch.
There have only been two other
teams in state history to win three
years in a row, including Amador
Valley’s teams from 1994-1996.

“The Amador Valley students
on the team represents a cross-
section of students including
those in band and drama, Ad-
vanced Placement students, var-
sity athletes, students in special
education, and more,” according
to coach Brian Ladd.  “They have
come together as a team. It was
evident that their camaraderie
and dedication, not only to the

program but to each other, helped
them to win the state champion-
ship.”

More than 350 students from
12 top high school classes com-
peted February 8 in simulated
congressional hearings to earn
the opportunity to represent Cali-
fornia at the national finals.  In
Sacramento, the panel of judges
included legislators, judges,
teachers from across the U.S., lob-
byists, “We the People” alumni
from 11 different schools, politi-
cal science professors, and a
former Oregon state supreme
court justice.

At the Pleasanton school
board meeting Feb. 12, Superin-
tendent John Casey congratu-
lated both the Foothill and
Amador Valley high school civ-
ics competition teams for going
on to the state competition in
Sacramento.

The Amador team finished
second at the national competi-
tion last year, for the second  con-
secutive year.

The second-place finish was
considered impressive, because
in  California, schools compete
only with their seniors. The first-
place  club last year from Denver
had returning veterans from a
two-year cycle  of students on the
team. Also, the Amador team gets

credit for only one  semester of
its participation, and does the
other semester on its own  time.

Seniors on the Amador team
who will be competing in Wash-
ington, D.C. are Vincent
Buscarello, Joel Detweiler, Katie
Gellerman, Stoney Glover, Will-
iam Grau, Margaret Haupt,
Kristyn Hayashi, Genevieve
Hoffman, Pooja Jaeel, Udani
Kadurugamuwa, Teresa
Machado, Erica Miranda, Sarah
Moellering, Lanz Nalagan,
Joshua Pann, Shannon Parker,
Jeysree Ramachandran, Devi
Santhosh, Kevin Sasek,
Alexander Schlick, Ryan Seams,

Amaan Shaikh, Siddarth
Somanathan, Yichuan Sun.
Kristpher Tayyeb, Corinne Tu,
Alan Wang, Terri Wang, Tony
Wang and Curtis Wong.

The team will need to raise
nearly $40,000 by April 1 to at-
tend the national championships.
Anyone who wishes to make a
contribution may do so by con-
tacting Brian Ladd at
bladd@pleasanton.k12.ca.us or
by sending a check to the AVHS
Competition Civics Team,
Amador Valley High School,
1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566.

Students from four high
schools have argued their way to
the Alameda County Mock Trial
semifinal competition to be held
Feb. 26 at the Rene C. Davidson
Courthouse.

Oakland Technical High,
Amador Valley High, Piedmont
High, and Bishop O’Dowd will
be vying for a spot to compete in
the finals. The semifinal compe-
tition line up is:  Piedmont (pros-
ecution) vs. Bishop O’Dowd (de-
fense)  and Oakland Tech (pros-
ecution) vs. Amador (defense)

Amador Valley won the
Alameda County competition

Students Compete in Mock Trial Semifinals

Amador 'We the People' Team Heads for Nationals

last year, and Piedmont High has
won the county competition five
times in the last seven years. The
other four high schools that com-
peted in this year’s county Mock
Trial competition are C.O.I.L.
Charter in Fremont; East Bay Arts
in San Lorenzo; Granada in Liv-
ermore; and Moreau in Hayward.

The finals will take place Feb.
28, 6 p.m. at the Rene C.
Davidson Courthouse. The win-
ner of the Alameda County Mock
Trial competition will represent
Alameda County at the statewide
competition to be held March 28-
30 in Riverside.




