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ALISAL BECOMES PLEASANTON
When Mission San Jose was secularized by Mexico in 1836, very

few Indians returned to their native settlements.  For the most part,
despite the promises of the church, they received no land. They
dispersed into nearby areas, working on ranches as laborers or as
servants.

In the early 1860s, however, many Indians were displaced by two
occurrences. A severe drought affected cattle raising efforts and less-
ened the need for labor. At the same time, law suits over ownership of
the early Hispanic ranchos were settled in court. Most owners, even
those who won their cases, had to sell their land to pay the lawyers.

The Bernal family was an exception—they survived the drawn-
out legal process with the U.S. Land Commission after California
became a part of the United States. The family received the patent to
their Rancho El Valle de San José in 1865.  Agustín Bernal owned
the southern part of the rancho below today’s Pleasanton. He al-
lowed Indians to have a rancheria, a small settlement, below what is
now the Castlewood Country Club on the Arroyo de la Laguna,
perhaps at an old Pelnen (Ohlone) site on his property.  They worked
as ranch hands, hop-pickers, laborers and servants.

The rancheria was called Alisal, meaning “The Alders.”  These
trees grew abundantly along the Arroyo de la Laguna. In 1872 the
Alisal community participated in the Ghost Dance, sending leaders
to the Sierra foothills to spread the religion, but the movement was
short-lived.

The Indians who lived at Alisal were from many different tribes
and spoke a variety of languages. Most of them were of mixed Indian
heritage. A number of Alisal residents were interviewed by scholars
from local universities.  One of them, Jose Guzman, was typical with
his ancestry that included Yokuts, Patwin, Coast, Bay, and Plains
Miwok.

When Central Pacific laid tracks through the area in 1869, a train
stop called Verona was built near Alisal.  By the 1870 census, eighty-
five native people had found refuge in the community.  When the
Hearst family bought property from Agustín Bernal that included
Alisal, they allowed the Indians to live there undisturbed, but gradu-
ally the people of the rancheria had died or drifted away by 1914.
Their last recognized chief, Jose Antonio, had died in 1900.

Meanwhile, farther to the north another settlement was growing.
At first, it too was included in the designation “Alisal.”  Agustín
Bernal and his second wife, María Juana Higuera, moved from Santa
Clara County, beginning construction on his adobe on Foothill
Road, then a winding dirt byway, about 1848.  Agustín’s brother,
Juan Pablo Bernal, and his wife, Rafaela Feliz, moved north around
1852, building their adobe about where Amador Valley High School
stands today.  Agustín and Juan Pablo were quiet, reserved men re-
spected in the San Jose community.  They decided to locate on their
rancho property to protect their interests while their case determin-
ing land ownership was in the court system.

Other people moved to this new Alisal area. It soon became a
small town. Immigrant John W. Kottinger, an Austrian school teacher,
married Juan Pablo’s oldest daughter María Refugia in 1850.  Sev-
eral years later, they moved to an adobe on the south bank of the
Arroyo del Valle on land given to his wife as a dowry.

Kottinger and Juan Pablo Bernal worked together, driving many
head of cattle to the mines, where they were exchanged for gold.
Kottinger was appointed Justice of the Peace and sometimes used
part of his adobe barn for a jail. Although the Kottinger home built in
1865 is gone, the 1852 barn is still here at 200 Ray Street, the oldest
building in downtown Pleasanton.

Kottinger surveyed and filed a subdivision map for some of his
land in 1869. His plats ranged from the Arroyo del Valle to Division
Street to the railroad tracks. At that time the town post office was on
Kottinger’s property. He decided to name the growing town after the
Union Army Cavalry General Alfred Pleasonton.  Some clerk erred,
and the name became Pleasanton.

At almost the same time, on the south side of Division Street,
Joshua Ayres Neal platted a portion of his property and gave land for
a train depot.  Neal was from New Hampshire. He had worked as
foreman on Robert Livermore’s rancho from 1850 until Livermore’s
death in 1858.

Neal married María Angela Bernal, daughter of Agustín, in 1862.
Angela received 530 acres as her dowry.  Neal named several of the
streets in his plat for members of his family:  Angela Street for his
wife, Abbie Street for his mother Abigail, and Neal Street for the
family.  He sold the land at Neal and Second Street to the Presbyte-
rian Church for $250.  He donated property at what is now First and
Bernal for a school. The family home built in 1863 still stands at 431
Neal Street. Neal’s portion of the town was laid out between Divi-
sion, Main, Minnie (now Bernal), and Third Streets.

The town of Pleasanton was incorporated in 1894; by 1902 its
population was 1,500.  Today, the population is more than 67,000.

(Readers can reach me at am3homan@yahoo.com.)

By Patricia Koning
East Avenue Middle School

had nearly a clean sweep of the
top awards at the citywide Liv-
ermore MathCounts competition
held last Saturday. Eighth grader
Cynthia Jing was the individual
winner in the 7th/8th grade cat-
egory. Sixth grader Andrea
Pickett won the 6th grade indi-
vidual competition. East Av-
enue’s teams picked up first in
the 6th grade team competition
and third in the 7th/8th team com-
petition.

“I’m really happy and sort of
surprised,” said Jing, who placed
third last year. She won by cor-
rectly answering the question: if
1/2 of 1/7 of T = 1/3 of 1/5 of 90,
what is T? (Answer: 84)

Nearly 100 middle school stu-
dents from East Avenue, Junc-
tion, Mendenhall, Our Savior’s
Lutheran, and the Livermore
Valley Charter School (LVCS)
participated in the competition.
Mendenhall continued its depth
in MathCounts, taking five of
the top ten spots in the 7th/8th

grade individual competition,
second place in the 6th individual
competition, first place in the 7th/
8th team competition, and second
in the 6th team competition.

Junction students also per-
formed well. In the 7th/8th indi-
vidual competition, Travis
Hudsen took fourth and Austin
Rayford took seventh; Peter
Cable earned fifth place in the
6th individual competition; and
the 7th/8th team won second
place.

MathCounts is run as an ex-
tracurricular middle school pro-
gram at the individual school
sites. Employees from Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL) and Sandia National
Laboratories, teachers, and par-
ents volunteer as coaches.

Livermore School Board
President and retired LLNL
physicist Bill Dunlop has been
coaching MathCounts at
Christensen Middle School for
the past two years. Christensen
did not participate in Saturday’s
competition, but Dunlop hopes
his team will be ready in 2008.

“This is a wonderful pro-
gram,” he said. “Programs like
this challenge the really great
students in our District.”

Newly elected Livermore
trustee Kate Runyon was also on
hand for the event, along with
Kelly Bowers and Amy Robbins
from the Livermore School Dis-
trict, and Dick Farnsworth,
LLNL’s Science & Technology
Education Program manager.
Livermore Mayor Marshall
Kamena handed out the awards.

“It’s wonderful to see how
smart you all are, but tough to
see how much I don’t know any-
more,” he said. “Math does
count. When I was in the fifth
grade my dad told me that math
is the queen of all sciences. And
it’s true; math is in everything
you do.”

This was the first year that
LVCS participated. Kamena
quipped that every year they
have entered this contest they

After 33 years of service, An-
gela (Angie) Calija is retiring
from the Pleasanton Police De-
partment on her 55th birthday.

Angie, born and raised in
Pleasanton, graduated from
Amador Valley High School in
1970. She began her career with
the police department in July of
1973 as a switchboard operator,
using the old cord style device
that can now be found in the city’s
Museum on Main. At one time,
the police department was lo-
cated in the museum, moving to
the Bernal Avenue facility in
1983.

Angie has been a meter maid,
office assistant, police assistant,
parking control officer and in-
terim dispatcher. Since 1988 she
has served as Community Ser-
vices Officer (CSO).

Police Chief Tim Neal de-
scribes CSOs as among the hard-
est working members of the de-
partment. They take the vast ma-
jority of police reports. They re-
spond to all accidents. If there

East Avenue Wins Big at the MathCounts Competition

Mayor Marshall Kamena (right) presents the trophy to Cynthia
Jing, 7th/8th grade individual winner.

have always won a prize. LVCS
student Wali Kamal took home
tenth in the 7th/8th individual
competition, Carina Salcedo won
fourth place in the 6th individual
competition, and the 6th grade
team finished third.

The top three individual win-
ners in the 7th/8th grade level re-
ceived trophies and the fourth
through tenth place winners re-
ceived medals. All individual
winners received gift certificates
to CooleyKatz Toys. Team win-
ners received puzzles and fold-
ers.

Beyond the material prizes,
the winners gained a sense of ac-
complishment and recognition
for their skills, something that is
often overlooked for athletics.
MathCounts provides academic
benefits as well; a survey of stu-
dents at Mendenhall showed that
MathCounts participants im-
proved their standardized
achievement scores by 10 points.
In a survey of past state competi-
tors, nearly 80 percent of alumni
report a combined SAT score of
1400 or above.

Each of the five participating
schools now will select a four-
student team and up to four ad-
ditional students to participate
in the 21-school Diablo Chapter
competition in February. Winners
there move on to a northern Cali-
fornia competition in March.

California’s top four indi-
viduals and top coach will repre-
sent the state in the MathCounts
National Competition in May in
Arlington, VA. Top prizes there
include nearly $40,000 in schol-
arships.

The complete list of winners
follows.

Winners of the 7th and 8th
grade individual competition: 1:
Cynthia Jing (East); 2: Erika
Carlson (Mendenhall); 3:
Amanda McNary (Mendenhall);
4: Travis Hudsen (Junction); 5:
Girish Kowligi (East); 6: Rachel
Gaines (Mendenhall); 7: Austin
Rayford (Junction); 8: Andrew
Rymer (Mendenhall); 9: Ben
Perry (Mendenhall); 10: Wali
Kamal (LVCS).

Winners of the 6th grade indi-
vidual competition: 1: Andrea
Pickett (East); 2: Jeff Katen
(Mendenhall); 3, Cedric
Tomaschke (East); 4: Carina
Salcedo (LVCS); 5: Peter Cable
(Junction).

Winners of the 7th and 8th
grade team competition: First
place: Mendenhall (Amanda
McNary, Rachel Gaines, Erika
Carlson, Ben Perry); Second
place: Junction (Ian McNair, Aus-

tin Rayford, Andrew Cable,
Jonathan Blaser); Third place:
East, (Jing Gong, Amity Gregg,
Cynthia Jing, Nicole Pham).

Winners of the 6th grade team
competition: First place, East:
(Mary Ann Gong, Deena Malaeb,
Andrea Pickett, Cedric
Tomaschke); Second place:
Mendenhall: (Jeremy Martin,
Gilly Bishop, Kathryn Jackson,

Moriah Gaines); Third place:
LVCS, (Sarah Joh, Carina
Salcedo, Emily Kalantar, Cynthia
Hanson).

For more information
MathCounts, visit http://
education.llnl.gov/mathcounts/
for Livermore programs and
http://www.mathcounts.org/ for
the national MathCounts orga-
nization.

are no injuries they often the re-
port and direct traffic. In the ma-
jority of incidents they serve as
the department’s crime scene in-
vestigators.

Angie will be remembered as
the face of the police department
as it pertains to crime prevention.
Chief Neal states, “I can safely
say that Angie has been in more
homes than anyone else in this
community.” She served for five
hears as the Crime Prevention
Officer. During that time she pro-
vided residents advice on secur-
ing their homes and in teaching
children how to be cautious with
strangers.

In 1977 she was named
California’s Crime Prevention
Officer of the Year, a statewide
honor bestowed by the Califor-
nia Crime Prevention Officers
Association.

During her 33 years of service,
Angie has received letters that
includes one thanking her for
raising money for Muscular Dys-
trophy, a commendation from

Mayor Ben Tarver recognizing
her for her work with senior citi-
zens, and scores of letters from
preschools, Cub Scouts and
Brownies. In all, 84 commenda-
tions and thank you letters adorn
her file. Chief Neal commented,
“That is certainly the most thank
you letters I have ever seen in a
police employee’s personnel file.
She is one incredible profes-
sional, and one kind and caring
human being.”

Pleasanton Police Employee Leaves after 33 Years




